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Shortfall Continued on page 35
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1st Street Continued on page 34

Photo & Story By Neil Farrell

Work is wrapping up on the rebuild-
ing of the 1st Street Beach Access 

in Cayucos, giving residents and visitors a 
new, much safer and rather stylish means 
of getting down the bluff to the beach.

Teddy Llovet is a Morro Bay resi-
dent who took an interest in the project 
because her friend, Steve Williams, owns 
one of the subcontractor companies. 
Llovet called Estero Bay News, admir-
ing how the workers stayed on the job 
through the Coronavirus Pandemic, 
taking precautions to protect themselves, 
while finally putting the saga of the 1st 
Street access to bed.

Williams Concrete of Morro Bay 
did the concrete work including an 
impressive and solid stairway down to 
the beach, a small plaza-like overlook 
area at the top and a pathway from Pacific 
Street. 

“Steve Williams Concrete Construc-
tion’s ‘essential workers’ were on the job 
for 6 months,” Llovet told EBN, noting 
the timing is good as the virus restrictions 
start being eased. “Folks can now enjoy this 
access as beaches open to the public.”

She noted that a wonderful, whale’s 
tail-shaped bench was donated by the 
Cayucos Business Improvement District. 
The plaza includes a compass imbedded 
in the concrete and there are two planting 
beds along the pathway that still need to be 
landscaped.

It’s been a long sage to get the stairs re-
place. The County closed the access point 
some 12-years ago, when the stairs were 
deemed to be unsafe. It coincided with the 

County Parks Department’s rebuilding of 
another access at 16th Street. The County 
fenced off the 1st Street access and it’s been 
closed all these years. 

Shaun Cooper, a senior planner with 
County Parks, told EBN last August that 
they had finally identified money to rebuild 
the access from the Coastal Conservancy 
and Coastal Commission, which was the 
agency that called for the establishment of 
Cayucos’ numerous beach access points. 

The County awarded the contract 

1st Street Access Finally Done

Morro Bay’s Teddy Llovet comes down the new 
concrete stairs at 1st Street in Cayucos.

Last week, the state of California released 
new guidelines allowing for the re-

opening of churches, mosques, synagogues 
and other places of worship for in-person 
services. Locally, faith leaders are proceed-
ing cautiously. 

“We are very concerned, obviously, 
about the safety of our members,” said 
Reverend Caroline Hall of St. Benedict’s 
Church in Los Osos. “We don’t plan to 
open till June the 21st at the earliest, which 
will allow us time to really create safe plans 
and also see whether the virus continues to 
be at the current low level, which we surely 
hope it will.”

Rock Harbor Christian Fellowship in 
Morro Bay will hold their return service on 
June 7.

“We were disappointed to see some 
church leaders pushing so aggressively for 

opening the churches before it was deemed 
safe,” said Mike Phillips, communications 
director. “Our stance was that we would 
obey those in authority and reopen when 
we were allowed to do so. The government 
never tried to stop churches from minister-
ing, so we had no reason to act in rebellion.

“The decision-making process in-
volved our lead pastor Randy Ponder and 
our leadership team discussing and praying 
about the matter frequently, as information 
seemed to change quite frequently. When 
Governor Newsom announced that houses 
of worship would be allowed to reopen 
with COVID-19 cautions in place, we felt 
June 7 was the soonest we could realistical-
ly be ready.”

When stay at home orders were issued 
back in March, many churches turned to 
social media and other online resources to 

Churches Prepare for Services

Churches Prepare Continued on page 34

There’s been much heralding of front 
line healthcare workers, the heroes 

at hospitals along with public safety — 
police and fire, but there’s another crew 
of dedicated people in Morro Bay, who 
work behind the scenes to make the City’s 
emergency operations run smoothly and 
according to plan.

Born in the run-up to “Y2K” in 2000, 
the City’s Emergency Operations Center 
has grown up fast in the face of the Coro-
navirus Pandemic that has taken what was 
supposed to be a short-term response to 
emergencies like the Japan Tsunami in 
March 2011, to being staffed and running 
full time for 9 weeks and counting.

Fire Chief Steve Knuckles and his 
department have been at the center of a 
largely unseen effort to try and keep people 
safe, and reinforce the State and County’s 
shelter-at-home guidelines.

Chief Knuckles practices social dis-
tancing as he leads a reporter around the 
outside of the Harbor Street Firehouse 
to a small utility room out back equipped 
with tables and phones. Two volunteers are 
making the City’s “Are You OK?” (RUOK) 
program phone calls. 

RUOK involves volunteers calling peo-
ple who’ve signed up — seniors and those 
with health issues — every morning to 
make sure they are OK and not in need of 

City EOC Team Fights Coronavirus
Photo and Story By Neil Farrell

Morro Bay’s Harbor Street Firehouse has become the headquarters for the City’s Emergency 
Operations Center that’s now been operating for over 9 weeks.

City EOC Continued on page 35

The pain of the coronavirus pandem-
ic has hit literally every citizen in 

California after the Governor issued shelter 
at home orders, and shut down the fifth 
largest economy in the world to fight the 
spread of the virus.

Along with citizens’ hardships, local 
governments are facing immense financial 
difficulties as well, after tax revenues dried 
up with the Governor’s shutdown order.

The City of Morro Bay is anticipating 
millions in lost taxes and San Luis Obispo 
County is looking at tens of millions in lost 
revenues. On May 19, County officials put 
a price tag on the economic loss due to the 
shutdown ordered by the County Adminis-
trative Officer in concert with the County 
Health Officer and the Governor. 

According to a news release, SLO 
County officials said a drop in consumer 
spending driven by the COVID-19 pan-
demic will result in a $32 million to $56 
million general fund budget shortfall in the 
next fiscal year that starts July 1.

And while the Federal Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security or 
CARES Act was approved on March 27, 
the over $2 trillion economic relief pack-
age will steer millions to SLO County, the 
County said there are restrictions on what 
it can be used for. 

“While Gov. Gavin Newsom recom-
mends allocating about $29 million in 
CARES Act funding to the County,” reads 
the news release, “this funding appears to 

be directed at health and human services 
programs impacted by COVID-19 and is 
not intended to address the overall budget 
gap.”

Like most government programs, 
someone has to figure out how it works and 
what it covers. “The County is working to 
better understand the requirements for this 
funding, which is subject to formal appro-
priation by the State Legislature. County 
officials also expect COVID-19-related 
factors to impact the County’s budget for at 
least the next three fiscal years.”

SLO County released its draft 2020-
21 budget last week and it predicts a 5% 
to 10% drop in general fund revenues — 
mainly property, sales and bed taxes, plus 
fees and fines — which the County said “is 
on par with what many other local jurisdic-
tions are experiencing. While expenditures 
related to the local COVID-19 emergen-
cy response are affecting the budget, the 
anticipated shortfall is primarily driven by 
large drops in consumer spending, which 
shape local, State, and Federal economies 
and budgets.”

“We have many tough choices ahead 
of us,” County Administrative Officer and 
Emergency Services Director, Wade Hor-
ton, said. “To put this shortfall into per-
spective, the largest single-year gap closed 
during the most recent recession was $30 
million, which is the low end of what we 
expect.” That deficit took several years to 
overcome.

County Facing $32-$56 
Million Shortfall

By Neil Farrell

St. Benedict’s Church in Los Osos.
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Public pools are the latest 
casualties of the coronavi-

rus pandemic, as the County 
Parks Department announced 
that its pools would not open 
at all this summer.

“County of San Luis 
Obispo Parks & Recreation,” 
reads a news release, “has de-
cided to keep pools closed this 
summer due to COVID-19 restrictions and the unknown 
timeline for when public pools may be able to operate safe-
ly across the State of California.” 

County Parks Director Nick Franco said, “This is not 
a decision we take lightly. We realize the significant impact 
this has on a number of families throughout our county.” 

County Parks has pools in Cayucos and Cambria on 
the North Coast, as well as pools in North County commu-
nities San Miguel, Shandon, Templeton, and Santa Margari-
ta Lake, and the Coastal Dunes RV Park in Oceano.

The pools are normally open from Memorial Day 
through Labor Day and are hubs of summer activity — 
especially during hot summer days — in places like San 
Miguel and Shandon, but this isn’t a normal summer.

“Public pools are not permitted to open under the cur-
rent Stage 2 guidelines,” according to the County. “Gradual 
reopening is expected for pools that can limit the number 
of people to maintain physical distancing and safely occupy 
the space in and around the pool.”

The County said it can’t do this. “This may work well 
for pools designed for lap swimming or other larger pools. 
However, the County Parks’ pools are relatively small and 
are more about community pool recreation rather than 
lap swimming or other uses that make physical distancing 
easier.”

They haven’t hired lifeguards either. “Additionally, 
County Parks would need to hire and train lifeguards as 
they do every year, but with the unknown date of when 
pools may be able to open, recruiting, hiring, and training 
has been on hold until a potential opening date was known. 
That date is still not known.”

“We had to consider our need to move forward with 
some degree of certainty this summer,” Franco said. “And 
we are making this decision now so staff can concentrate 
on the other COVID-19 response duties associated with 
camping, beach use, picnic areas and other operational re-
strictions that are in place and take considerable staff time. 
We certainly expect to be able to return to our normal pool 
operations next summer.” 

County Won’t Open 
Public Pools Graduation is always a really important time to our com-

munity as we all celebrate our kids’ accomplishment 
and honor their transition into adulthood. 

This year, it’s especially personal for me. My youngest 
child is graduating. 

We’ve all lived through societal challenges-from Viet-
nam and the Gulf wars to 9/11, the Great ‘08 Recession to 
the chronic, growing acrimonious divide we have to nav-
igate. However, none of us have been through something 
like this pandemic before. I see first-hand as my daughter 
and her friends try to deal with the loss of what everyone 
thought was a given: the ritual 
marking all the hard work and 
long years of school.  

I attended Morro Bay High 
School, and my two sons graduat-
ed from MBHS - Ryan in ‘04 and 
Connor just last year. You may 
recall seeing Connor on last year’s 
cover of the paper alongside some 
friends that have been together 
since preschool. I was thrilled to 
be able to celebrate my son at that point, and I was really 
excited to do the same to celebrate my daughter this year. 

We all know the punchline - COVID-19 shows up 
and messes everything up, as seems to be its style. What’s a 
father, who owns a newspaper, to do? Well, you’re looking 
at it.

Throughout the year, we try to get as many kids in the 
paper as we can, but even so there are many, many kids we 
never get a chance to celebrate. I am so happy to be able 

Publisher’s Comment

Class of 2020 – Go Get ‘Em

to include all our Central Coast High 
School graduates, with the support 
of Morro Bay and Coast Union High 
Schools, in this issue because you all 
deserve it. For all of you graduating 
through an alternative school or system, 
I’m sorry I wasn’t able to include you. 
Please know we celebrate you too.

Class of 2020, we are so proud of 
you, and we’d put the coronavirus on 

hold for all your celebrations if we could. You can all give 
Aly credit for this, I wanted something special for her and 
213 of her closest friends. 

I hear people claim this generation is weak. I think the 
opposite is true, these kids who were born into 9/11, grew 
up during the stresses of the financial crisis, and are step-
ping into adulthood in a global pandemic are as resilient as 
they come. I, for one, look forward to watching them come 
out of this stronger than ever.

Preservation of Cerrito Peak, a.k.a. Eagle Rock, is moving 
forward, after the City of Morro Bay signed an agree-

ment with the Morro Bay Open Space Alliance for reim-
bursement on the costs for the treasured mound of granite 
with sweeping views of the bay.

Under the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
MBOSA agreed to pay the City some $265,000 by July 31 
to complete the transaction that dates back about 5 years 
and bring to an end the saga of Eagle Rock.

Back in 2011, the late Dan Reddell, a local real estate 
broker and businessman got a permit for a single family 
residence on the northern flank of Eagle Rock. 

Reddell had purchased an existing lot from a subdivi-
sion created before the City was incorporated in 1964 — a 
lot that existed mostly on paper, as the City never extended 
the street system to serve the peak despite accepting a right 
of way for a road. Reddell said he wanted to build his dream 
home.

Some lots on Eagle Rock, at lower elevations, had 

City Open Space 
Ready to Finalize

By Neil Farrell

already been developed with homes, and Reddell’s project 
would have been the highest up on the northern flank of 
the peak.

Neighbors, many of who said they enjoyed climbing 
the peak with its eucalyptus grove that fills with Monarch 
butterflies in winter, fought Reddell’s project.

When Reddell was voted a permit approval by the City 
Council on appeal, the decision triggered a lawsuit by Save 
the Park a local activist group joined by the Xerxes Society, 
a Monarch butterfly conservation group. 

As a result of that lawsuit, which ended in August 
2015, the land use entitlements were “provisionally set 
aside,” according to a City report.

Reddell resubmitted his plans for a second go-round 
but fell ill and died with his dream unfulfilled.

After Reddell’s death, his widow Janne Reddell, ap-
proached the City about a possible purchase. She agreed 
to sell the property to the City for $350,000 — a price the 
City said was undervalued — and the City forced her to 
agree to reimburse some $85,000 in legal bills the City said 
it incurred dealing with the lawsuit. That deal was finalized 
in May 2017.

Thus the net cost to the City for Eagle Rock was 
$265,000. At the time, a former City Council said it wanted 
to find a non-profit organization to purchase Eagle Rock 
and MBOSA was formed as a result of that.

The group has since expanded its scope to seek a 
greenbelt around the City and was a participant in the re-
cent efforts to preserve the Chevron Dog Beach and other 
portions of the oil company’s extensive coastal lands.

As part of the MBOSA-City of Morro Bay agreement, 
the group can erect and maintain one “moderately-sized 
sign or monument at the entrance to the Eagle Rock de-
tailing its history, as well as an additional plaque or bench 
honoring significant preservation donors.”

There’s one other significant stipulation in the agree-
ment: “The City will continue to own and maintain Eagle 
Rock, exclusive of the sign/monument, and, on or before 
January 31, 2021, take all necessary legal steps to preserve 
Eagle Rock as undeveloped, including designation as an 
environmentally sensitive habitat area.”

Ironically there are still two undeveloped lots on Cer-
rito Peak. Community Development Director Scot Graham 
acknowledged that the two lots — on the southern side of 

the peak — are real and still exist though undeveloped. 
Some have suggested the City give up the right of way 

as a way to further discourage their development, but Gra-
ham told EBN that they might be accessible from another 
direction or through an adjacent property. Putting in a road 
on the right of way the City has, would be very difficult.

What they have is two legal lots that are effectively 
landlocked now and would be difficult to develop, though 
Reddell’s project was approved and was quite feasible to 
build.

Whomever owns those lots now — the previous owner 
also died a few years ago — could pursue a project and pos-
sibly repeat Reddell’s odyssey.
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Bayside Cafe

Serving Morro Bay, Los Osos Area for over 30 years.

10 State Park Road, Morro Bay. Phone 805-772-1465 
for questions or “take out”. • Visit our Menu at Baysidecafe.com

Bayside Cafe has decided to give 
“Take Away” food a try for our Community 

and Loyal Bayside Customers.

HOURS:  
Open 7 days a week • 12:00pm to 7:00pm

HOW:  
Call 805-772-1465 

Call in your order and pick up 
it up at our door step.

We are excited to serve you once again.

News

Crowds Continued on page 4

The City of Morro Bay decided to bring in dozens of 
port-a-potties along the tourism-heavy waterfront, as 

its main public restrooms have closed, with one likely to 
never reopen again.

The restrooms at Coleman Park, the oldest on the 
waterfront, were permanently closed last year, “Due to 
structural issues,” said City Manager Scott Collins, who 
didn’t explain what structural issues could cause closure of 
a concrete block construction, 1-story building.

The restroom at Coleman Park, located near the start 
of the popular Harborwalk, is among the last of the City’s 
public restrooms to be replaced along the waterfront. 
Another old restroom sits at the foot of the North T-pier, 
otherwise others — Morro Rock and Tidelands Park — 
have been replaced. The Chessboard Park bathrooms are 
the originals too.

Collins said they applied to the State for a grant under 
Proposition 68 — the $4 billion “Parks, Environment, and 
Water Bond Act of 2018.” Round three of the funding for 
local parks projects, some $254.9 million was awarded in 
February with not one penny coming to San Luis Obispo 
County. 

There’s another promised round of awards totaling 
$395.3 million coming at some unknown future date, ac-
cording to the Prop. 68 website. 

“We have applied for California State Prop 68 park 
funds to rebuild a new ADA restroom and potential park 
amenities at that site,” Collins explained. “That process is 
on hold due to COVID-19.”

According to a staff report from the December 2019 
Harbor Advisory Board meeting, the Coleman Park re-
strooms were “recently found to have significant structural 
issues, and was red-tagged from further use until the prob-
lem is repaired. It is, however, likely more cost effective to 
simply demolish the existing structure and build anew.”

The sand covered playground has a swing set and 
there’s a full blacktop basketball court. It is also the loca-
tion of a magnificent piece of public art, the “For Those 
Who Wait” bronze. 

The City applied for some $200,000 from Prop. 68, 
according to the Harbor report, which isn’t likely to come 
close to the costs for a replacement, if past restroom re-
placements are any indication.

The Prop. 68 grant requires a 20% match from the 
City and back in December the Harbor Board was discuss-
ing using some of the $250,000 payment from Castle Wind 
that was originally intended to support commercial fishing 
infrastructure and had been proposed to help pay for need-
ed repairs to the South T-pier. 

Even that plan has been changed by the virus, as the 
City Council recently suggested using $100,000 of that 
money for a loan program to help waterfront businesses 

City Awaits Funding for 
Coleman Park

By Neil Farrell

that have been forced to shut down.
Any loans made with this money would of course have 

to be repaid, but at what is expected to be a low interest rate 
if not interest-free.

What’s the origin of the linear park that spans from 
Coleman Beach to Morro Rock? 

According to the City’s website: “In the early 1950s 
(before Morro Bay became an Incorporated City), Mr. 
Arthur E. Coleman began the efforts to get the Morro Bay 
Harbor dredged, connect a road from Morro Rock to the 
waterfront area (now named the Embarcadero), and to 
build a waterfront park for children and visiting families. 
Mr. Coleman was successful in his efforts and thus Cole-
man Park was born.

“In 1979, the City began a land acquisition process 
with the California Coastal Conservancy to obtain a stretch 
of approximately 9-acres of privately owned land ranging 
from Target Rock to the Embarcadero, which included the 
Coleman Park area. After the acquisition, the City began a 
restoration project with the California Conservation Corps 
to include signage, picnic and barbeque areas and a chil-
dren’s play area.”

Coleman Park had at one time included skate park 
equipment on a paved area at the park. When that equip-
ment had to be replaced due to weathering, the skate park 
was moved to the Teen Center on Atascadero Road at Mor-
ro Bay High School. The old skate park was turned into a 
basketball court.

Over the years Coleman Park has been talked about as 
a location for a boat haul out facility and repair yard, and 
somewhere there’s a plan for the park done by Cal Poly 
students for the sculpture project that included a sand 
volleyball court, fishing platform and picnic areas.

There is a monument dedicated to an early landing in 
Morro Bay of a Spanish Galleon crewed by Filipino sailors 
that met a disastrous fate when they were attacked by 
Native Americans. The Bay-Osos Filipino Society erected 
that monument; a brass plaque affixed to a granite boulder 
adjacent to the park’s western parking area.

It wasn’t the typical symbolic start to summer, but Morro 
Bay did see a somewhat normal influx of visitors over 

Memorial Day weekend despite coronavirus concerns.
Following State guidelines, the County of San Luis 

Obispo discouraged tourism to the area to protect public 
health by limiting the use of campgrounds to SLO County 
residents only at County-operated campgrounds. An emer-
gency order was also issued limiting hotel and short-term 
lodging occupancy rates to no more than 50 percent only 
for essential travel. 

That didn’t seem to slow things down locally. Morro 

Crowds Celebrate 
Holiday Weekend
Story & Photo By Theresa-Marie Wilson

Morro Rock Beach still had crowds on Memorial Day.

Bay City Manager Scott Collins estimates that the city had 
similar numbers of visitors to last year.

“Personally, I don’t think now is the time to travel, 
and that perspective aligns with the State shelter at home 
order and messaging from the City and County,” Collins 
said. “However, it’s largely a personal decision at this point, 
because we are not under marital law. For the past several 
weekends, with temperatures rising and the orders still 
in place, many folks determined for themselves and their 
family, that travel to the coast was appropriate.”

Collins said he understands the frustration some folks 
have watching large numbers of tourists coming to the area, 
but added “visitors are abiding by social distancing as we 
have seen from drone footage above the beach and Embar-
cadero.” 

Facemasks were not prevalent on people out and about 
during two trips taken by this reporter to the Embarcade-
ro and Morro Rock Beach. Collins said the City Council 
would consider mask policies at their June 9 meeting.  

Morro Bay has a total of 6 cases of COVID-19, with no 
new cases in the past 5 weeks.  Further City efforts to stop 
the spread of the disease include messaging that now is not 
the time to travel for leisure; increasing the police/harbor 
patrol presence to help educate folks on social distancing/
shelter at home order; placing signage encouraging social 
distancing in more heavily trafficked areas; working closely 
with businesses that are open to the follow the State and 
County health guidelines; adjusting parking spaces to create 
greater space between cars at the Rock; and increasing the 
number of trashcans and porta-potties and wash stations 
around town, to help maintain cleanliness.

What happens should local cases of COVID-19 spike 
following the busy holiday weekend? 

“The State and County guidelines have metrics in their 
resiliency/re-opening plans that if triggered, would require 
the community to move back to previous phases in the shel-
ter at home order,” Collins said. “Our goal is to not move 
backward, and the only way to avoid that fate is by staying 
safe and healthy.  We appreciate all the tremendous efforts 
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News
made by the community, business community, County and 
City employees to keep all of us safe.”

At this point the City will continue to monitor the sit-
uation on a daily basis through the Emergency Operations 
Center (EOC) and communicating with the County, and 
make adjustments as needed.

“As the State moves further into the re-opening, we 
will work with the chamber and businesses that are opening 
to do so in compliance with the State and County orders,” 
Collins said.

Crowds From page 3

A countywide transportation agency rejected bids to 
build a new headquarters and maintenance facility, and 

called for new bids under an accelerated schedule.
The Regional Transportation Agency or RTA has been 

working for some 9 years to build a new headquarters on a 
vacant lot off Prado Lane in San Luis Obispo. 

The $31 million overall project is finally fully per-
mitted and after a 6-week bidding period, was ready to get 
started in early May, but the two companies who remained 
in the running for the contract filed complaints about 
each other’s bids causing the rejection of both by the RTA 
board.

RTA Executive Director, Geoff Straw, told Estero Bay 
News, “We were forced to reject and rebid due to errors in 
the contractors’ bids. The Board officially rejected both on 
May 22 and directed me to conduct a quick rebid — bids 
are due June 4.”

The two companies — Newton Construction and 
Specialty Construction, both of San Luis Obispo — were 
expected to make whatever corrections are needed to fix 
their bids and then resubmit. Both companies now know 
the other’s bid, so the new prices could be expected to 
change. 

And while the bidding is technically open to anyone, 
those two are far down the road in the lengthy process.

“Although the bidding is technically open to all 
bidders,” Straw said, “the two companies that originally 
submitted bids on April 21 have already completed all of 
the legwork; but there might be others who were ‘on the 
fence’ and might consider bidding now. 

“The issue is that both companies need to fix errors 
regarding some of the federally-required certifications. The 
prices bid on April 21, were within budget.”

The bids RTA received were $17.2 million from New-

RTA Rejects Bids for 
New HQ

By Neil Farrell

Blue 
    Heron
       Restaurant

Located at 1365 2nd Street in Baywood Park. 
805. 540.2828

Market Meals
Family Style Meals ToGo

In a effort to better support our local families and 
farmers markets during this time.

Blue Heron will offer family size meals to go!
Friday - Monday 4:00 to 8:00

    • Family of 2 - $30
    • Family of 4 - $50
    • Family of 6 - $60

ton Construction, and 
$18.3M from Specialty Construction, Inc.
The project would build a single-story, 28,650 square 

foot bus maintenance facility with over 2,600 s.f. of mezza-
nine/equipment platform located on a 6.44-acre site at 253 
Elks Ln., San Luis Obispo, according to a project descrip-
tion posted on RTA’s website (see: slorta.org).

The new facility would replace a facility RTA cur-
rently leases off South Higuera Street behind Trader Joe’s 
market. That lease is coming up for renewal in February 
2022 and RTA plans to be moved into its new home before 
that lease runs out.

Straw said they’ve already spent more than $6M on the 
project to this point and can borrow up to $25M to finish it. 

The RTA is a “joint powers authority” or JPA amongst 
the County and all seven incorporated cities in SLO Coun-
ty. It runs the South County Transit and the Paso Express 
bus systems, as well as the RTA buses that crisscross the 
County multiple times a day and make up the heart of the 
public transportation system in SLO County.

A reportedly suicidal Los Osos woman was detained 
by Sheriff’s deputies and County Mental Health in 

Cayucos after a brief standoff and placed under a psychiat-
ric hold.

According to Sheriff’s spokesman Tony Cipolla, on 
Thursday, May 21, the Sheriff’s Office got a report of a 
missing 51-year-old woman from Los Osos. 

“Family members were concerned,” Cipolla said, “be-
cause the woman had made suicidal statements and was in 
possession of a handgun.”

At about 3 p.m., Cipolla said, deputies located the 
woman’s vehicle parked near the intersection of Ocean 
Avenue and Cayucos Drive in Downtown Cayucos. She 
was reportedly sitting inside. Because of the report that she 
was armed, Cipolla said deputies blocked off the street and 
evacuated the immediate area. 

Cipolla said, “Deputies along with a Behavioral Health 
specialist with the Sheriff’s Community Action Team 
attempted to contact the woman by cellphone, text and P.A. 
[public address] announcements, but the woman refused to 
cooperate. At approximately 4:15 p.m., the woman started 
the vehicle and attempted to drive off, but was blocked by a 
State Parks vehicle. The woman then exited the vehicle and 
was detained.”

Cipolla said they turned her over to County Behavioral 
Health for a 72-hour hold and evaluation. They also found 
the handgun inside the vehicle. No one was injured in the 
incident. 

Suicidal Los Osos 
Woman Detained

The woman’s name was not released because she is a 
medical patient and not a suspected criminal.

Women’s March SLO recently launched the #WearA-
MaskSLOCounty campaign promoting the proper 

wearing of face coverings in public spaces in order to slow 
the spread of the COVID-19. 

As our economy begins to reopen, it is crucial that our 
community continues practicing social safety measures, 
including wearing a mask when in public, said campaign 
organizers in a news release.

In the light of the data about COVID-19 spread, CDC 
recommends that people wear a cloth face covering to cover 
their nose and mouth in the community setting, along with 
continuing social distancing, frequent hand washing and 
other preventative measures. Cloth covering may prevent 
the spread of the virus from the wearers – including an 
asymptomatic ones – to others. While cloth covering is not 
intended to protect the wearer, it can protect others from 
becoming infected. 

Women’s March SLO organizers believe that promot-
ing wearing a mask in public is a community service that 
will protect especially the most vulnerable populations. 
According to data, women are disproportionately affected 
due to existing social and economic inequalities. 

“While both men and women are suffering the eco-
nomic fallout of the virus across the world, women are 
more likely to live in poverty, earning smaller paycheck and 
thus have smaller savings, and are more likely to be in pre-
carious jobs. The bulk of unpaid labor, including childcare 
and eldercare, also falls on women,” organizers said. 

Women’s March SLO urges local leaders, local orga-
nizations and members of public to help communicate this 
critical message to their friends and family. Wearing a mask 
will protect them and the members of the community, and 
support efforts of local businesses to protect the health and 
safety of customers and employees as well. 

If you are interested in joining the #WearAMaskSLO-
County campaign, send an email to womensmarchslo@
gmail.com. For more information, go to womensmarchslo.
com. You can also see the campaign in action on the wom-
ensmarchSLO Facebook page. 

Women’s March SLO 
Announces 

#WearAMaskSLOCounty 
Campaign
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One of summer’s 
biggest entertain-

ment draws has been 
cancelled.

The 16th District 
Agricultural Association 
Board of Directors an-
nounced that the 2020 
California Mid-State 
Fair, scheduled to take 
place July 22 through 
August 2, has been 
canceled. 

“The well-being and health of our community is our 
top priority,” said Board President David Baldwin in a 
news release. “Putting on a safe and fun Fair has always 
been our goal, and we had remained hopeful that the 2020 
Fair could indeed happen. However, the current restric-
tions have made that impossible. We will miss this year’s 
Fair tremendously, but we are now turning our focus to 
making sure our 4-H, FFA and Industrial Arts exhibitors 
are taken care of.”

The unanimous Board decision was based on the 
current restrictions from state and local leaders regarding 
mass gatherings. 

For further information on admission or concert tick-
et refunds, exhibit procedures, livestock & horse events 
and vendors, go to www.MidStateFair.com.

The 2021 California Mid-State Fair is set to run July 
21 – August 1.

Select County Libraries 
Reopened 

Three County of San Luis Obispo library branches 
have begun offering curbside pickup services. 
The San Luis Obispo, Atascadero, and Arroyo 

Grande branches are offering curbside pickup Tuesday 
through Friday from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturdays 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

“Some of our online services continue as always 
including e-books, audiobooks, movies, zipbooks, and our 
online summer reading program,” said County Libraries 
Director Christopher Barnickel. “Library cardholders can 
begin placing holds on items in the www.slolibrary.org 
catalog. You can get text, email and phone notifications 
when your items are ready at your desired branch for pick 
up.” 

Cardholders may check out up to 10 items at a time, 
with a three-week limit on keeping print items and one 
week for other media. Instructions will be posted for 
patrons who arrive to pick up their ordered materials. 
Patrons may pick up materials from any one of the three 
regional library branches. Materials can be returned at 
any of the County’s 14 branch locations, in the book 
drop boxes, or simply handed to staff during the curbside 
service interaction. 

County library buildings will remain closed to the 
public until further guidance for opening is provided by 
the California Department of Public Health.

See the curbside page reference on the www.sloli-
brary.org, for more information. 

SLO Rotary Scholarship 
Auction

The Rotary Club of San Luis Obispo online auction for 
Student Scholarships takes place through June 10. 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Rotary Club of 

San Luis Obispo had to cancel its annual Spaghetti West-
ern Dinner & Silent Auction, which funded the Challenge 
Scholarship Program, which provides scholarships to local 
students who have faced significant personal challenges 

Mid-State Fair Cancelled and excelled in their studies. Last year, the Club awarded 
$39,500 in scholarships to 14 local students to attend 
college or trade school.

Preview auction items here: slorotary.ejoinme.org/
FundingOurFuture 

Avocado Festival 
Reimagined 

Fans of the Avocado Festival can still be a part of the 
fun during the reimagined 2020 AvoMarg Fest. 
Instead of a large-scale, single-day street festival (orig-

inally scheduled for September 12th) this year’s event will 
be a week-long celebration including an array of scalable 
themed gatherings and fun content keeping the spirit of 
this festival alive. 

The Avocado Margarita Street Festival is one of the 
largest one-day events on the Central Coast and has raised 
over $55,000 in the last five years for local youth and 
service club non-profits.

For those who purchased early-bird tickets, if you 
would like to guarantee your place at the 2021 event, sim-
ply do nothing. All 2020 ticketholders will be automati-
cally moved to the 2021 event and, doing so will get you 
yet another entry into the year’s supply of avocados. 

If you prefer a refund, email info@avomargfest.com 
by June 15. Any tickets still being held after June 15th 
will automatically be transferred to 2021.

.

Hair Salons, Barber-
shops and Houses of 

Worship to Open

Barbershops, salons and houses of worship (see story 
page 1) were given the go-ahead to reopen with 

appropriate modifications. This marks a transition to the 
third stage, or as some are calling it, Stage 2.5, of a plan to 
ease the State’s stay-at-home order.

“We’re pleased to announce that our County Public 
Health Department has approved modified in-person reli-
gious service and hair salon and barbershop services,” said 
County Public Health Officer, Dr. Penny Borenstein.

The new State guidance for religious services and cul-
tural ceremonies encourages organizations to continue on-
line services and activities, including protecting individu-
als who are most at risk for more severe COVID-19, and 
older adults and people with specific medical conditions. 
Religious children’s school instruction is still prohibited 
under the State’s order.

Counties that elected to reopen salons must meet the 
criteria to move ahead of the current statewide restric-
tions and require shops to take health and safety precau-
tions to protect workers and patrons.

Haircuts, weaves, extensions, braiding, lock main-
tenance, wig maintenance, hair relaxing treatments and 
color services will be allowed, according to a 10-page 
guidance document released by the state. Other work that 
requires employees to touch a client’s face, such as facials 
and eyelash and eyebrow services, will remain suspended. 
Guidelines can be found here https://covid19.ca.gov/
pdf/guidance-hair-salons.pdf

Personal services, such as nail salons, spas and mas-
sage are not allowed to open at this time.

A total of 47 of California’s 58 counties have been 
given the green light to push further into phase two of 
reopening.

Prior to reopening, SLO County places of worship 
and businesses must complete and sign the County 
“Ready to Reopen” toolkit’s COVID-19 Self-Evaluation & 
Certification Form for each facility.

The toolkit, signage, and reopening public health cri-
teria and guidance documents per industry can be found 
at EmergencySLO.org/reope

Grant Would Double 
Middle School Program

SLO County is applying for a multi-million dollar 
grant to greatly increase a mental health program for at-risk 
middle school students and their families.

The County Health Agency’s Behavioral Health 
Department is seeking a $4 million, 5-year grant from the 
“Mental Health Services Act Prevention & Early Inter-
vention,” program begun in 2009 under the State’s Mental 
Health Services Oversight & Accountability Commission.

The grant would expand the County’s existing Middle 
School Comprehensive Program, from six public middle 
schools to 12 covering this July 1 through June 2024.

“If awarded,” according to the County, “the goal of the 
overall grant is to establish additional mental health part-
nerships between Behavioral Health and local education 
entities.”

The grants will provide support services to mental 
health services on campuses that include suicide preven-
tion, drop-out prevention, placement assistance and on-
going services, and outreach to high-risk youth, including 
foster kids, LGBTQ, and kids who “have been expelled or 
suspended from school.”

“Over the past decade, Behavioral Health’s program, 
along with its community partner, Central Coast Link, has 
provided these services across the county to thousands 
of students throughout six middle schools,” reads a staff 
report. 

The grant would be used towards certain objectives: 
• Expand the Middle School Comprehensive Program to 12 
public middle schools and cover the 
entire county; 
• Identify early signs of risk and preventing mental illnesses 
from becoming severe and disabling; 
• Improve timely access to services for underserved youth 
populations; 
• Provide outreach to families, educators, and others to 
recognize the early signs of potentially severe and 
disabling mental illnesses; 
• Reduce the stigma associated with the diagnosis of a men-
tal illness or seeking mental health services; 
• Reduce discrimination against people with mental illness; 
• Prevent negative outcomes in the targeted population; 
and,
• Provide money for an estimated six, full time equivalent, 
limited term, behavioral health staff, and three, FTE con-
tracted staff. 

Though there are several objectives with the expanded 
program, it boils down to providing services for 400 youth 
in counseling, 350 family members, and 160 “youth devel-
opment program participants annually.”

“If awarded,” the County said the grant, “will help 
Behavioral Health achieve its mission of working in collabo-
ration with the community to provide services necessary 
to improve the health and safety of individuals and families 
affected by mental health; and will help to reduce stigma 
and improve access.”

It’s May 2020 and the County is now ready to seek bids to 
make repairs to various County roads that were damaged 

by severe winter storms in 2017.
The County Public Works Department was given 

permission by Supervisors on April 21 to seek bids for nine 
road repair jobs in Supervisorial Districts 2, 3 and 4 that 
are estimated to top $2.6 million in total.

District 2 (North Coast) roads slated for repair work 
are: San Simeon Creek Road east of Cambria at mile post 
4.4; Santa Rosa Creek Road Cambria across from Coast 
Union High; Cayucos Creek Road at MPs .8 and 2.8; Toro 
Creek Road at MP 1.9; and Turri Road in Los Osos at MP 
2.5.

County Seeking Bids for 
2017 Storm Repairs
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Dealership Quality
Minor & Major Services

Check Engine Light Diagnostic & Repair

Air Conditioning Service & Repair

Smog Inspection and Certifi cates

Brake and Alignment repair & Service

Tire Replacement, Service & Repair

Since 1972

Master Technician On Duty

2000 & Newer

Full Service & Repair

805-772-6060
375 Quintana Rd. Morro Bay

Open Monday - Friday 8:00 to 5:00
www.morrobaytireandauto.com

“Visit Pete’s Morro Bay Tire & Auto today 
for a wide selection of Michelin® tires.”

The other repairs are on Prefumo Creek Rd., in SLO at 
MP 3.5.; Upper Los Berros Road at MP .8; and Suey Creek 
Road at MP 1.75.

All involve slope repairs that slipped out during the big 
storms of 2017 that included a the massive Mud Creek slide 
that closed Hwy 1 for about 18 months. The storms that 
year also caused a slide on Hwy 41 between Morro Bay and 
Atascadero that Caltrans cleaned up right away.

“The heavy rains and flash flooding that occurred in 
San Luis Obispo County as a result of the severe winter 
storms in 2017,” reads a County report, “caused streams 
and drainage ditches to overtop their banks resulting 
in extreme water runoff, which damaged the County’s 
secondary roads and drainage systems. This resulted in 
embankment and roadway collapse, which compromised 
the function and safety of the road.”

The County filed claims with the Federal Emergen-
cy Management Agency or FEMA, which had to run the 
projects past federal agencies with environmental oversight. 
The results form the storms was that the County, State and 
Federal Government all declared disasters making federal 
monies available to mitigate the damage. 

“FEMA,” the report said, “has now completed the 
National Environmental Policy Act review for the projects, 
as well as consultations with State Historic Preservation 
Office, National Marine Fisheries Service, and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service.”

The County also had to obtain permits for the jobs 
from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

The County will pay for the repairs out of its Roads 
Fund, with FEMA expected to reimburse much of the 

costs. However, “FEMA reimbursements will likely not 
be realized in this fiscal year, due to the timing of FEMA 
payments,” according to the County’s report.

The County has already spent $597,000 on pre-engi-
neering, design, right of way, utility coordination and AD-
15 processing, and expects to spend another $57,000 for a 
total of $654,000.

Construction costs are estimated at $1.3 million with 
“construction support” costs of $693,000.

The County will use $1.8M from the Road Fund and 
expects to get $812,000 from FEMA. The monies spent on 
engineering and design ($597,000) will not be subject to 
FEMA reimbursements.

The projects will be advertised individually and their 
costs won’t really be known until contracts are awarded, 
expected to be within the next month or two. 

Once that is done, the staff plans to return to County 
Supervisors with a revised budget for the work. Once the 
jobs are advertised, they will be posted on the County’s 
website, see: www.slocounty.ca.gov/GS/Purchasing/Cur-
rent_Formal_Bids_and_Proposals.htm.

It covers just a short distance of highway but replacing the 
Toro Creek Bridge on Hwy 1 north of Morro Bay prom-

ises to be an expensive and monumental undertaking.
Built in 1941 as part of the original, 2-lane Hwy 1, the 

northbound Toro Creek Bridge has been determined to be 

structurally deficient. A Structure Replacement and Im-
provement Needs Report (STRAIN) found that it needed 
to be upgraded due to “non-standard bridge rails and other 
deficiencies,” according to Caltrans’ project manager, via 
spokeswoman Susana Cruz.

The historic bridge was the lone crossing of Toro 
Creek for 20 years, with one lane of travel in each direction. 
In about 1961, Caltrans put in the southbound bridge that 
has room for a bike lane despite being built long before the 
State was concerned about cyclists’ safety on highways.

The replacement project was given a permit in April 
by the Coastal Commission, which had to also issue a pass 
for one of its most controversial tenets — avoiding coastal 
hazards as a response to climate change.

The Commission’s report said, “In order to be found 
consistent with the coastal hazards policies of the Coastal 
Act, it is critical to assess sea level rise [SLR] vulnerabilities 
over the entirety of a development’s design life, especially 
for critical public infrastructure. 

“In this case, based on best available science, the pro-
posed bridge has minimal risk to be impacted by SLR-relat-
ed impacts during its 75-year design life.”

But Caltrans isn’t getting a complete pass on SLR. 
“However,” the commission report continued, “given that 
SLR will pose a threat to the highway corridor between 
northern Morro Bay and southern Cayucos [including the 
highway and the bridge], and may impact the proposed 
bridge toward the end of this century, the project is con-
ditioned to require Caltrans to assume the risk of develop-
ment and to undertake long-term sea level rise adaptation 
planning for the project area in coordination with the 
Coastal Commission, San Luis Obispo County, and the 
City of Morro Bay. 

“In the near term, the proposed bridge will provide the 
necessary public safety improvements with minimal im-
pacts to coastal resources, and does not preclude Caltrans 
from any future adaptation strategies.”

The project, which is estimated to cost $7.9 million, is 
slated to go out for bids in the next few months and Cruz 
said the job would likely get started around the end of this 
year.

But considering that Hwy 1 is the only way to get from 
Cayucos to Morro Bay, what does Caltrans plan to do with 
traffic during many months of construction?

The northbound traffic (heading to Cayucos) will be 
redirected across the median and onto the southbound 
bridge, according to Caltrans’ project report. 

That existing (1961) bridge has two, 12-foot wide 
traffic lanes plus a 5-foot wide shoulder on the inside and 
an 8-foot bike lane on the west side. 

The plan is to cut a lane across the median south of the 

Hwy 1 Bridge Continued on page 33

Caltrans Gets OK to 
Replace Hwy 1 Bridge

Story & Photo by Neil Farrell

Hwy 1 traffic drives over the northbound Hwy 1 Toro Creek 
Bridge that was built in 1941 but is now deficient under modern 
highway standards. Caltrans plans to replace the bridge start-
ing sometime around the end of this year in an estimated $7.9 

million project.
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Morro Bay City Hall has been sporting 
a new decoration, a photo collage of 

the recent parade for Del Mar Elementary 
School students.

The display shows some of the heart-
warming scenes that played out as teachers 
and staffers from the school, led by the 
City’s Molly Trolley and community volun-
teer patrol car, rode through town honking 

and waving to the children and parents who 
— stuck sheltering at home — came out to 
greet them.

Such parades have been held across the 
nation, including a recent one in Los Osos, 
as school officials stay connected with chil-
dren and parents that make up the nucleus 
of the school family.

Community
Del Mar Parade 

Celebrated at City Hall
Photo by Neil Farrell

Volunteering is extremely important to 
the Morro Bay Police Department and 

volunteers fill a variety of positions. One of 
those is traffic control. 

Traffic volunteers are always answer-
able to the on-scene supervisor or police 
officer in command who gives them direc-
tions. Often a volunteer will receive the 
call by the MBPD dispatcher who advises 
who the on-scene commander is and the 
location of the problem. 

A volunteer follows the following set of 
rules in relation to traffic control: Rule One 
– Never enter a roadway to control traffic 
control if there are other means available 
such as flashing traffic lights or remote or 
use of remote or manual control box switch. 
Rule Two – If traffic is moving on its own, 
leave it alone. If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it!

In some situations, drivers do not 
expect to be directed by hand so their reac-
tions can be unpredictable. An assessment 
of the situation is needed to visualize how 
to intervene.

Traffic volunteers need to wear a 
reflective vest, gloves, hat and good pair 
of boots or shoes. Good quality rain gear 
is also essential. They should carry a 
flashlight with a light wand, use cones, 
reflectors, and flares and most of all have a 
whistle.

Volunteers learn that flares can be 
dangerous and proper lighting of one is es-
sential to avoid being burned. They learn a 
method for extending the life of a flare and 
how to extinguish one. Spacing of flares is 
dependent on speed, visibility, and weather. 
A driver should be able to see flares in time 
to shift lanes. Flares have a lot of smoke that 
can obscure a driver’s vision. They can start 
brush fires or ignite flammable material at 
an accident scene and create toxic fumes 
under an overpass. 

Manual traffic control requires a vol-
unteer to be mentally alert, courteous, but 
firm and to exhibit command presence by 
standing upright ready to move in for any 
emergency. Volunteers are cautioned to 
always leave a way out for themselves.

In Morro Bay and surrounding areas 
there are many four-way stop signs at 
intersections. Traffic moves slowly through 
them and in a traffic situation this has the 
effect of no forward motion. The traffic 
controller needs to move blocks or groups 
of traffic through these stops with smooth 
movement. Pedestrians also stop the flow of 
traffic. Volunteers need to know alternate 
routes and where to send vehicles from the 

current location. They are cautioned to not 
get into discussions with drivers regarding 
directions, hotels, food or what has oc-
curred at the incident.

When more than one person is 
involved at a traffic location, one person 
should be designated as the lead or key 
person for coordination of all others. 
Traffic volunteers must be clearly visible to 
approaching traffic to obtain the proper re-
sponse to the flagging and far enough in ad-
vance of the scene so that traffic can reduce 
speed. Under no circumstances should the 
traffic controller stand in the lane being 
used by moving traffic and at night should 
be adequately illuminated. Traffic should 
never be allowed to block the intersection.

Traffic controllers use hand signals to 
stop drivers an have specific instructions 
as to what those signals are and how to use 
them. There are signals for right turns, 
one lane in each direction, and for turning 
vehicles. Voice control is not as effective 
for vehicle control since it is not easy to 
give instructions and not easily understood. 
Shouting, of course, antagonizes people and 
causes loss of control. For pedestrians, the 
traffic controller is taught to use eye con-
tact and talk loud enough to ne heard but 
not abrasive. If drivers don’t understand the 
commands the controller can move closer 
cautiously and politely explain. All control-
lers are advised to use their most superhu-
man effort not to lose their temper!

Traffic control procedures when used 
correctly will provide guidance to motorists 
traversing an incident scene and control 
should only be used when required for 
traffic control or other methods are not 
adequate to warn and direct drivers.

Thanks to now retired Sgt. Rock Cat-
lett for this lesson!

This is a series on the Morro Bay Citizen’s 
Police Academy that began in September of 
2019 and continued for nine weeks. Each article 
will cover the experiences and knowledge gained 
by the participants on a variety of subjects 
including Support Services, Records, Property, 
Evidence, Use of Force, Narcotics, Traffic, Laws 
of Arrest, Bias, Range Training, Taser, Budget, 
Firearms Training Simulator, Drone, Body 
Cameras, Field Training, Detective, SWAT, and 
Volunteer Program. Participants also heard from 
the District Attorney, Fire Department, Harbor 
Department, School Resource Officer, City Man-
ager, and Police Chaplain.

Citizen’s Police Academy 
Volunteering for Traffic Control

By Ruth Ann Angus

School day, school days, good old fashion 
rule days! Is there anyone out there that 

remembers the rest of the words to that 
song? 

This is that time of the year when 
students look forward to graduation day, 
whether its elementary school students 
moving on to middle school or high school 
students going out into the world of college 
or work. 

Los Osos Valley at one time had five 
school districts: the Pecho School Dis-
trict founded in 1898 (annexed to Laguna 
School District); the Irish Hills School 
District founded in 1926; the Laguna 
School District founded in 1898; the Sand 
Hill School District founded in 1875. The 
name was changed to Sunny Side School 
District in 1891. Los Osos School District 
was founded in 1872. 

Before the five school districts merged 
c 1966 with the San Luis Obispo Unified 
School District, there were mixed feelings, 
according to an interview in the 90s with 
Bill Froom, a trustee of the Laguna School 
District.  

Los Osos Valley School was built in 
1875 on the south side of Los Osos Valley 

Road at Turri Road. It was moved to its 
present location on LOVRD and Palisades 
in 1973. 

Laguna School was on the corner of 
Madonna Road, where the fire station is 
today. 

I remember the Stowe School. It 
had been moved from its original site on 
O’Connor Way in 1966 to the south west 
corner of Los Osos Valley Road and Clarke 
Valley Road. When Granny Orr and I inter-
viewed Mr. and Mrs. Joe Turri, Marguerite 
recalled the days she taught at the school. 

When I sketched the one room school 
house in 1977 before it was demolished, it 
was occupied by the owners, Horace and 
Albert Rockwell.

I was privileged to meet O.B. Paulson 
in the 70s, when he published “The End 
Of The One Room School Era.” What was 
I thinking when I neglected to buy a copy 
of his outstanding book  — a major con-
tribution to the history of the one room 
school? Los Osos Library has a copy that 
can referenced whenever the library opens 
to the public again.

Reference: One Room Schools in the Valley 
of the Bears by Joan Sullivan 1993

Stowe School
Pen and ink by 

Joan Sullivan 1977
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Police Blotter

Morro Bay Police Logs
• May 24: Police stopped a vehicle at 11:11 p.m. at Old 
Creek Road and Hwy 1. Logs indicated the driver, 31, had 
warrants and was cited and released an apparent cat and 
mouse case.
• May 24: A City worker found a mountain bike stashed 
in the bushes at Tidelands Park, as someone needs to find a 
better hiding spot.
• May 23: Police arrested a tipsy fellow, 52, at 7:37 p.m. at 
Rite Aid. He slept it off in the County B&B. They stopped 
a suspicious vehicle at 11:20 p.m. in the 1400 block of Main. 
The 49-year-old driver was allegedly sideways on drugs.
• May 23: At 10 a.m. police responded to the 800 block 
of Quintana where the fire department was with a wom-
an who tripped on the upraised sidewalk and landed in a 
potential lawsuit.
• May 22: Police responded at 5:51 p.m. to a disturbance 
in the 300 block of Piney Pl. A 39-year-old apparent hellion 
was nicked for allegedly getting jiggy in public.
• May 22: Police responded at 3:39 p.m. to Main and 
Harbor where an apparently raucous fellow was causing a 
ruckus. Logs indicated the 52-year-old boozeheimer was 
arrested “for being extremely intoxicated in public.”
• May 22: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 1 p.m. 
somewhere outside the City Limits. The 19-year-old skunk 
was arrested for suspicion of driving stinky.
• May 22: A citizen in the 2200 block of Laurel Ln. found 
a strange bicycle in his front yard.
• May 22: Police contacted a suspicious man, 39, at 1:12 
a.m. in the 800 block of Main. Logs indicated the dingus 
was arrested for allegedly being stoned on drugs.
• May 21: At 7:30 p.m. police responded to the 1200 
block of Embarcadero for a woman apparently having a bag 
lady moment. She was arrested for suspicion of disorderly 
conduct.
• May 21: Someone reportedly used the help-yourself 
aisle at Albertson’s.
• May 21: Police towed off an abandoned vehicle in the 
1100 block of West that had out-stayed its welcome.
• May 21: Police met a City maintenance dude at Hwy 1 
and San Jacinto regarding vandalism to City barricades. 
• May 21: Police contacted a suspicious fellow, 34, hang-
ing around Harbor and Main at 1 a.m. He was cited and 
released for suspicion of possessing drugs, which no doubt 
ruined his buzz, too.
• May 20: police contacted a familiar fellow, 48, at 4:15 
p.m. in the 900 block of Piney Way. Logs indicated he 
was allegedly tweaking on meth but went along quietly to 
County rehab.
• May 20: Police contacted a suspicious subject at 3:15 
p.m. at Hwy 1 and San Jacinto. The scofflaw, 20, was cited 
for being a minor in possession of alcohol.
• May 20: Police responded to Del Mar Park for a shock-
ing theft report. A member of the Active Adults said some-
one stole a Phillips Heart Smart heart defibrillator from a 
locked box at the pickle ball courts, proving once again that 
people will steal anything.
• May 20: Police found a black, 1999 Jeep Cherokee 
parked at Motel 6 that had fake tags.
May 18: Police contacted a suspicious man at 11:12 p.m. 
at Lila Keiser Park. The “active parolee,” 39, refused to be 
searched and then beat feet.
• May 18: Police responded at 1 p.m. to a home in the 200 
block of Kern where they had a little chat with an apparent 
squit, 54, who reportedly called 9-1-1 repeatedly and hung 
up on dispatchers.
• May 18: Police contacted a 32-year-old suspicious wom-
an at 2:30 p.m. in the 400 block of Atascadero Rd. She had 
a bench warrant and was issued a citation for the citation. 
• May 18: Some master criminal stole a license plate off a 
trailer in the 300 block of Embarcadero.

• May 18: Someone stole prescription meds out of a 
mailbox in the 2800 block of Cedar, as mail-order’s flaws 
are laid bare.
• May 18: Police responded at 8:19 a.m. to an apartment 
in the 200 block of Dunes where they cited and released a 
38-year-old apparent squatter for trespassing.
• May 18: Police responded at 3:43 a.m. to a disturbance 
in the 200 block of Morro Bay Blvd. Logs indicated they 
cited a 42-year-old flapped-out woman for allegedly being 
high on meth and possessing paraphernalia. 
• May 17: At 12:49 p.m. an anonymous person gave a 
laptop found on Coleman Drive to an unidentified police 
community volunteer, leaving it to officers to find the ap-
parently forgetful nerd.
• May 17: A citizen in the 300 block of Kings told police 
that some vandal damaged their apparently offensive bal-
cony porch lights, in this week’s example of why we need 
SWAT.
• May 17: At 11 a.m. in the 700 block of Quintana police 
arrested a 30-year-old man for suspicion of robbery at Rite 
Aid.
• May 17: Someone boosted a car from the 500 block of 
Mimosa. Logs indicated police have no clues in the case. 
Oddly enough, earlier, at 5:46 a.m., a resident across the 
street on Mimosa reported suspicious subjects and a suspi-
cious vehicle lurking around the neighborhood.
• May 16: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at the 
suspect time of 11:58 p.m. in the 1700 block of Main. The 
driver, 35, was nicked for suspicion of driving honked and 
was socially distanced in the hoosegow.
• May 15: Citizens in the 1600 block of Preston Ln., 
reported a missing person at 9 p.m. Logs indicated they 
found the gone guy at Motel 6, as they no doubt left a light 
on for him. 
• May 15: Someone found a wallet in the 300 block of 
Morro Bay Blvd., containing a driver’s license and Social 
Security card. 
• May 16: Cars collided at 6:39 p.m. at Atascadero Road 
and Main. No injuries reported.
• May 16: Police responded to the 900 block of Pacific to 
follow up on some previous skullduggery.
• May 16: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 3:22 p.m. in 
the 300 block of Harbor. The scofflaw, 46, had a suspended 
license and expired registration, hangin’ offenses in this 
state.
• May 16: Police responded at 12:08 a.m. to the 500 block 
of Avalon where some driver, 21, had rolled his vehicle 
while trying unsuccessfully to navigate the turn at Green-
wood and Avalon. Logs indicated the driver tried to flee 
the scene but was caught and then tried giving a fake name, 
which also didn’t work. He was arrested for suspicion of 
driving smashed, smashing up some parked cars, fleeing the 
scene and lying to police. 
• May 15: Police contacted a regular customer, 26, at 4:30 
p.m. in the 1300 block of Main and arrested the spirited 
fellow for a felony warrant.
• May 15: Police responded to the 500 block of Atascade-

ro Rd., for a report of a found child. Logs indicated the 
autistic child had wandered away from home and was 
apparently found safe.
• May 15: Police responded at 12:42 p.m. to the 400 block 
of MBB where a business owner said someone stole his cus-
tomized floor mat, proving once again that people will steal 
anything that isn’t nailed down.
• May 14: Police contacted a suspicious woman at 9 p.m. 
in the 2800 block of Dogwood. Logs indicated the 38-year-
old, wavy lass was nicked for suspicion of being high on 
drugs.
• May 14: Police contacted a familiar fellow, 48, at 1:37 
p.m. at City Park on Harbor Street who had a misdemeanor 
arrest warrant. The scofflaw was issued his next warrant 
and released.
• May 13: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 10:42 
p.m. in the 3100 block of Main. The driver, 48, had a war-
rant. He too was issued another citation, which might come 
in handy given the recent TP shortages.
• May 13: A 42-year-old man at Marina Square in the 600 
block of Embarcadero told police that some thievin’ bilge 
rat stole his yellow, 2007 Santa Cruz mountain bike and his 
skateboard, too, which were chained up down on the docks.
• May 13: Police responded at 7:11 p.m. to a distur-
bance in the 500 block of Atascadero Rd. Logs indicated 
a 45-year-old raucous fellow was scooped up for allegedly 
being high on drugs.
• May 13: Police contacted a suspicious man at 12:24 a.m. 
in the 300 block of Quintana. Logs indicated the 34-year-
old model citizen was arrested for allegedly possessing 
some 30 grams of suspected methamphetamine. 
• May 12: A 30-year-old fellow in the 2600 block of 
Greenwood told police he was getting threatening text mes-
sages and photos, which is what the blocking feature is for.
• May 12: An apparently indignant citizen grew weary of 
seeing a boat on a trailer sitting at the corner of MBB and 
Morro Avenue. Police discovered the boat’s and the trailer’s 
registrations were expired long enough to give birth and 
had it towed off.
• May 12: Police contacted a suspicious man at 12:11 a.m. 
at Anchor and Napa. Logs indicated the 28-year-old swizzle 
stick was arrested for suspicion of possessing illegal drugs 
and being a mope on dope. 
• May 11: Police responded at 10:51 p.m. to a disturbance 
in the 800 block of Market. Logs indicated the apparent 
disruptor, 42, was arrested for violation of a stay-the-hell-
away court order.
• May 11: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 9:09 p.m. 
in the 200 block of Main. Logs indicated the lady driver, 
37, was cited and released for suspicion of driving in the 
horrors.
• May 11: A citizen in the 100 block of Verdon told police 
he or she was bitten by their neighbor’s miserable 4-legged 
cur.
• May 11: A citizen in the 200 block of Kern told police 
his neighbor keeps throwing junk and trash at his property 
causing damage. Logs indicated there was insufficient evi-
dence to charge the boor with this Morro Bay felony.
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CONGRATULATIONS
SENIORS
CLASS OF 2020

This publication dedicated to Morro Bay High School and 
Cambria’s Coast Union High School

Our seniors got screwed. There’s no other way to put it. 
They did. They got screwed out of a lot of great stuff 

this year. No prom. No grad night. No Senior BBQ. No Se-
nior Ditch Day. No end of year party.  And no graduation.  

Many left school on Friday the 13th not knowing that 
was it — the last day of their last year. Now everything is 
different. They’re doing distance learning, can’t hang out 
with their friends, and for those of us with particularly 
social kids, it’s rough. It’s a harsh reality, for sure — but this 
is 2020 and it’s Corona Time.

If you’re like me, your heart hurts a lot for our kids. 
But I started thinking about it last night when I read about 
some people throwing backyard proms for their seniors. 
And that seems like a cute idea, except for...isn’t that sort 
of missing the bigger lesson here? I mean, why can’t they 
wait?

The one thing I think my generation has collectively 
failed to do in parenting our kids (and I’m fully throwing 
myself under this bus) is teach them to WAIT.

Before you think I’m attacking YOUR parenting, 
non-specific person reading this, just think about it. They 
don’t wait for anything. They’re the instant gratification 
generation. They have never waited for dial-up inter-
net — their pages load instantly. They have never gotten 
a busy signal and probably wouldn’t know what it was if 
they heard one. They have never had to wait until they got 
home to get a message on their answering machine. They 

don’t 
have even 
have to 
wait until 
the end 
of class 
to talk 
to their 

friends, because they can just text (and obviously that 
wasn’t fast enough, because now they can even text on 
their watch). Because of Google, they don’t have to wait to 
look up a darn thing. The world is literally at their finger-
tips. They don’t even wait at Disneyland anymore, really, 
because of FASTPASS! They are the FASTPASS genera-
tion.

They don’t know how to delay gratification because 
they’ve never had to. And we have been their enablers, 
their accomplices, their dealers —- all of us. Our kids are 
given the keys to the kingdom with the phones and the de-
vices and the computers, and we have given them the keys. 
We don’t know how to make our kids wait.

In the grand scheme of things, not getting a prom and 
a graduation is far less of a sacrifice than what previous 
generations gave up. Our kids have no idea and frankly, 

Wait - For the Class of 2020   
By Dayna Bennett

In any normal time, all of 
us would be wrapped up 

in an exuberant celebration 
of your recent accom-
plishments. And celebrate 
we should, that once-in-
a-lifetime, coming-of-age 
milestone that is graduating 
high school. 

Congratulations!
Writing this, it would 

be traditional for me, liter-
ally 50 years your senior, 
to offer up some wisdom 
and direction. I could do 
that, but as these are clearly 
abnormal times, let me take a slightly different tack. Just 
between you and me, I’ve never liked graduation speeches – 
too full of earnest platitudes.

You deserve something different, Class of 2020, 
because you are exceptional. You were born into a world 
that was suffering after 9/11, and grew up in times that 
have seen great prosperity and opportunity, but also great 
inequality and conflict. Over your entire lives, the world 
has seemed to move at warp speed —but not often toward a 
clear destination.

And yet I know you are aware and resilient. I’ve had the 
chance to meet a few of you and I’ve been impressed. I think 
you understand this world better than most grown-ups 
think you do, and that you know what’s important as you 
enter your next phase. 

Former Pres. Obama gave voice to it: “Doing what feels 
good, what’s convenient, what’s easy — that’s how little kids 
think,” he said. “Unfortunately, a lot of so-called grown-ups, 
including some with fancy titles and important jobs, still 
think that way — which is why things are so screwed up. I 
hope that instead, you decide to ground yourself in values 
that last, like honesty, hard work, responsibility, fairness, 
generosity, respect for others.”

That sounds like a pretty good tool kit for dealing with 
a challenging and uncertain future. 

Your generation will likely be defined by the difficult 
times you’ve lived in, much like the “Greatest Generation“ 
(now a bit older than your grandparents), who survived the 
Great Depression and World War II. I have faith that you 
will meet the challenges ahead. 

As Pres. Obama also said, “If the world’s going to get 
better, it’s going to be up to you.” No pressure -- I’m hope-
ful.

Congratulations to the 
Class of 2020

By District 2 Supervisor Bruce Gibson

From the Inside
High School Seniors in the Time of Coronavirus

By Theresa-Marie Wilson

In an effort to limit the spread of the novel coronavirus, 
schools across the nation closed all in-person classes. 

San Luis Coastal Unified School District shut down in mid 
March with an ending date uncertain. In what seemed like 
an instant, milestones like prom, graduation ceremonies, and 
big family parties, which generations of students have taken 
for granted, were on shaky ground.

Along with that, students missed out on teary, face-to-
face goodbyes with longtime friends, yearbooks filled with 
signatures and musings about the past, and engaging for a 
few final moments with teachers — a customary part of the 
last days of senior year. 

The graduating class of 2020 was handed a wait-and-
see immediate future, leaving some seniors feeling anxious, 
contemplative and disappointed.

Via email, Estero Bay News did a Q&A with a few 
Morro Bay High School seniors for a glimpse at what they 
are missing, what they look forward to and what they have 
learned in the time of the coronavirus.

This interview was conducted in March.

Morro Bay High School Student Body 
President Riley McConnell,18, at 
Disneyland for  her birthday.

What is the biggest impact the 
coronavirus pandemic has had on you?

The threat of cancellation of my senior prom, my 
graduation ceremony, my college orientation, and so much 
more has really taken a toll on me. And not being able to 
see the people I love every day is painful, too. 

Inside Continued on page 14

Wait Continued on page 12

Aly Sullivan, Ryan Parker and Ryley McConnell, Class of 2020
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Aceves, Rolando

Alegria Caceres, Milagros

Apodaca, Lily

Adame, Ariel

Alvarez, Mariela

Asuncion, Shelley

Aldea, Nel

Andrade, Sierra

Avila, Isaac

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

As I reflect back on the Class of 2020, I think about how it all started with a challenge and 
has ended with a challenge for this class.  As 6th graders, each of these graduates joined 

Los Osos Middle School as the first class to all attend middle school in that grade.  It was a 
challenge that this group of embraced and conquered.  

Fast forward to 2020, and this class is faced again with a challenge they must conquer 
—  being the graduating class of a school year cut short by unprecedented health challenges 
worldwide.

Through it all, this class has everything to be proud of!   With students headed off to col-
leges, the military and the workforce, the MBHS Class of 2020 stands to add excellence to our 
society as a whole.  It has been my honor and privilege to serve as the principal to the Class of 
2020 for the past four years at Morro Bay High School, and for three years at Los Osos Middle 
School.  I sincerely wish all of the graduates the best and am so excited to watch all of them 
thrive well into the future!

Dr. Kyle Pruitt
Principal, Morro Bay High School
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Bailey, Malik

Biane, Rylie

Borzellino, Jenna

Balent, Coral

Blackmon, Alexandria

Bradley, Connor

Baro, Zachary

Blanchard, Michael

Brady, Tyler

Beecham, Marshall

Bonham, Marilyn

Brengle, Aaron

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020
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Brown-Garcia, Ruby

Cameli, John

Brush, Isaac

Burton, Kyle

Caponi, Filippo

Bryant, Season

Burton, Maia

Carney, Lillian

Burrus, Abbie

Cabot, JennyRose

Casillas Navarro, Joaquin
Castillo, Justin.

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

neither do we.
Of course I am not saying losing prom 

and graduation and the rest of senior year is 
not sad. It is! It’s a big old disappointment,  
and we should absolutely acknowledge that 
and when the time comes, and is safe to do so, 
honor these kids for their accomplishments!

But isn’t this also a chance to teach our 
kids something about how to deal with dis-
appointment? Instead of throwing your kid a 
backyard prom now (which would certainly 
go against our SIP guidelines and potentially 
put others at risk. Why not take the opportu-

nity to teach them to WAIT?
Think of what a gift and valuable life 

lesson that is! To give them the tools to do 
something they rarely have to do, and maybe 
practice a little ourselves. Cause I think we 
suck at it, too.

Wait
Wait so that you don’t inadvertently sick-

en someone more vulnerable than you.
Wait so that our community has a chance 

to get ahead of the virus, because we know 
spreading the infections out over time saves 

Wait  From page  9
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Collins, Tyler

Costanzo, Micah

Chandler-Tracey, Aidyn

Coombs, Christopher

Daulman Jr., Jerry

Chang, Marley.

Cordova Castillo, Joel

Davis, Abagail

Clapp, Samuel

Cordova, Gustavo

Day, Midori

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Delagarza Hayden, Joseph

lives by not over-burdening the system.
Wait so that there is time and oppor-

tunity to learn more about this beast we 
are collectively fighting, so that when you 
do get sick with it, or when your grandma 
does, the experts know more and can treat 
it more effectively.

Wait so that we have time to get closer 
to a vaccine.

Wait because they WILL get to gradu-
ate, and they will get to celebrate, but won’t 
that be better if more of us are still here?

Wait because the bigger picture 
means more than this one celebration.

Wait because not everything needs to 

happen now.
Wait because right now, we don’t have 

to be doing anything extra — we just need 
to be. And it’s enough.

Wait because it matters what kind of 
citizen you are, and it matters what kind of 
citizens we teach our kids to be.

Wait because it’s not just about you, 
or me, or them, it’s about all of us.

Dayna is a writer and an educator who 
works with local students in SLO and SB 

Counties. Her son is a senior at Arroyo Grande 
High School.

This article was originally published in 
May, 2020.
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Dinsmoor, Marisa

Esenwein, Lucas

De luna Nava, Omar

Ebright, Marcus

Fees, Luke

Delvigne, Julie

Ebright, Royal

Fernandez, Carlos

Diaz Jaimes, Gerardo.

Elliott, Macy

Finger, Camden Fisher, Jonah

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Have you created any fun ways to stay in touch 
with your friends while following social distanc-

ing practices and/or stay at home practices?
We use video calls mostly, texting, and online games 

too. I’ve also gone on a few hikes with friends that live 
close to me, walking quite far apart but still together 
nonetheless. 

What are you doing to keep yourself occupied?
I’ve been doing my homework mostly. It’s rather time 

consuming now that it’s all online. Other than that I’ve 
been painting and working on other projects I had been 
putting off for a long time. 

What have you learned about the world, your 
community, your friends or your parents from 

this experience?

Inside  From page 9
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Franklin-St.John, Joshua

Gomez, Ozzy

Fleming, Amalia

Fryer, Madeleine

Gardner, Faith

Ford, Alexa

Gantenbein, Ethan

Graves, Eli

Foster, Emily

Garcia Mora, Jaun

Guy, Cadence

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Inside Continued on page 18

Hanson, Grace

Our way of life is incredibly fragile; society is like a 
house of cards. Everything that made me feel like life was 
structured has crumbled in the matter of a few weeks. As 
for my friends, I’ve learned they are the most important 
force of good in my life. After this I’ll never take the time 
I get to spend with them for granted. 
 Young people are facing a lot of backlash about 
not following social distancing protocol, what 

made you realize the importance of it?
I just don’t want anything bad to happen to my 

grandma. She can’t get it. 
 What is the first thing you will do after the 
stay at home order is no longer in place?

I’m going to go to a restaurant with all my friends, 
order food, and then sit there and eat it. Together. Or 
maybe I’ll get a haircut. 

At this point, school will have been converted 
to online learning for about six weeks before 

you might go back to campus, what do you miss 
the most?

I miss my teachers, genuinely. No direct contact 
with them has made learning extremely difficult, and I’ll 
be grateful when I can finally talk face-to-face with them 
again. 

What don’t you miss? 
I don’t miss a lot of the people, if I’m being honest. 

Teenagers have always been germy, corona or not. 
 What worries you about this whole situation?

I’m worried we will never be able to fully recover 
from this as a society. What I want more than anything is 
just to go back to normal. 
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Holifield, Maya

Irving,Edie

Hartshorn, Max

Hudson, Briget

James, Sean

Hausser, Gagreil

Hudson, Joesph

Jansen, Kaleb

Hixion, Brea

Ibay, Mia

Joller, Cameron Keane, Riley

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Kids who were born in 2002 are 18 this year. Every gen-
eration of teens seems to think that they have it harder 

than those who came before them. That might be true, but 
here are some things today’s youth doesn’t have to worry 
about. 

1. Why worry about getting a ride somewhere when 
there are aps such as Uber and Lyft that will send a car and 
driver to take you as far as your wallet will allow. 

2. Calling the person you are interested in on a landline 
and panicking about what to do if their mom or dad an-

Can you Relate?
By Theresa-Marie Wilson

swers.  Who calls anyone anymore, just text your heart-
throb directly.

3. Forgetting an appointment or a date. Everything you 
need can be set in your phone. Of course, this can be a bad 
thing if you wanted to use the, “I forgot it was your cat’s 
birthday” excuse.

4. Taking a road trip and leaving the map in the hotel 
room. Everything you need is in your phone unless you go 
somewhere that doesn’t get a cell signal. It might be a good 
idea to learn how to at least open a paper map. Don’t worry 
about closing it back up. It was never meant to happen that 
way and thousands of fights in cars have resulted when 
people try the refold.

5. Waiting for a radio station to play your favorite song. 

Everyone is a DJ these days and Spotify is your own per-
sonal club band.

6. There is no more worrying about whether or not the 
hotel you are staying at will have HBO. Who cares, almost 
everything is streaming or on Youtube.

7. Will you make it to the bathroom, be able to make a 
snack and let the dog out before the commercials are over 
on the cliffhanger episode on network TV? No one needs to 
plot all of this out because there is a pause button on most 
shows. You could prepare and serve Thanksgiving dinner 
and still make it back in time to see who killed the lead 
zombie or see the latest plastic surgery a Kardashian had. 

8. Being without a camera when the most “amazing” 
thing happened. Hardly anyone goes anywhere without 
a cell phone. Bonus points, there is no more waiting five 
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Le Nours, Martin

Lopez, Gerardo

Kennedy, Dillan

Leininger, Christian

Lopez, Jessica

Kula, Bria

Li, Jaron

Lovio, Morgan

Langley, Kylie

Lipton, Race

MacDonald, Ian

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Malapit, Rhianna

days for your film to develop and sheepishly picking up the 
prints hoping the clerk didn’t look at them.

9. This generation will never have to worry about char-
acter limitations when texting someone. People who went 
over the amount, were charged for two texts. Unlimited 
texts with every phone service was not common.

10. Knowing the last second you have until you have to 
stop the movie and rush to the video store to drop it off on 
time and not have to pay late fees.
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Martinez, Herson

McCreary, Faith

Mara, Adrien

Maurer, Jessa

McGregor, Kirra

Marbehant, Mathias

McCarty, Zeeann

Mcleod, Alyissa

Martinez, Donna

McConnell, Riley

Michel, Jeremy Mielke, Ben

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Joey Ruddell, 18, at Carpinteria 
High School in February after 
a new personal record for high 
jump.

What is the biggest 
impact the coronavirus     
pandemic has had on 
you?

I would say the biggest impact the coronavirus has 
had on me is taking away the best part of my senior year. 
I play track and field and that has been taken along with 
prom and potentially walking [in graduation ceremonies].
Have you created any fun ways to stay in touch 
with your friends while following social distanc-
ing practices and/or stay at home practices? 

I’ve used Snapchat and FaceTime to stay in touch 
with my friends.

What are you doing to keep yourself occupied?
I have been listening to a lot of podcasts and having 

set workouts.
What have you learned about the world, your 

community, your friends, or your parents from 
this experience?

Inside  From page 15
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Morosin, Max

Negrete, Monica

Miranda, Adrian

Mouret, Christelle

Nix, Donald

Moersdorf, Matthew

Moylan, Eva

Moore, Zachary

Myers, Alyssa

Orozco, Jazlyn

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Osorio, Richie Owen, Efa

I have learned that panic can be created very easily, 
and that people are very bought into the media. 
Young people are facing a lot of backlash about 
not following social distancing protocol, what 
made you realize the importance of it?

For me it’s just a matter of respect. The entire world 
right now feels very strongly about social distancing, so I 
think it’s respectful to do it and disrespectful not to do it. I 
also understand that this virus is very easily transmittable 
and don’t want to spread it or bring it back to my family.

What is the first thing you will do after the stay 
at home order is no longer in place? 

Go and do something with my friends if gatherings are 
allowed.

At this point, school will have been converted 
to online learning for about six weeks before 

you might go back to campus, what do you miss 
the most? 

I miss seeing my friends every day along with my 
teachers.

What don’t you miss? 
Morro Bay has a frustrating parking situation but 

besides that I miss it all.
What worries you about this whole situation? 

I worry that the class of 2020 will n,ot get to have 
a graduation ceremony. In the big picture I worry what 
this will do to the economy, future jobs, and our local 
businesses.

Fiona Schier, 17, a foreign exchange 
student from Germany during a trip a 
recent to Santa Barbara with friends.

What is the biggest impact 
the coronavirus     pandemic 

has had on you?
The biggest impact that corona 

Inside Continued on page 20
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Pask, Tyler

Pinedo, Alex

Patel, Pratham

Quimby, Elijah

Owens, Tyler

Ramirez Santibanez, Leslie

Parker, Ryan

Phillips, Chloe

Richards, Julia Rivera Salgado, Elizabeth Rocha, Kobe Rodgers, Nolan

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Coastal Real Estate

Th e McDonald Team
REALTOR ASSOCIATES®
 www.McDonaldTeamRealty.com

Christine McDonald-Weiss
805-441-5018 • REALTOR ASSOCIATE®

CalBRE# 01193039 

Sophia McDonald-Laugharn
805-234-5828 • REALTOR ASSOCIATE®
CalBRE# 01487058

When it comes to experience, expertise, & knowledge look no further than the 
McDonald Team for your central coast real estate needs!

From your fi rst meeting, to well beyond the close of escrow, the McDonald Team of Coastal Real Estate 
is here to help you every step of the way! Broker’s CalBRE# 01157101

We are proud of you and look forward 
to seeing you do great things.
Congratulations Class of 2020

has had on me is probably that I’m not really able to do 
stuff with my friends anymore. We can’t go to places, 
schools are closed, and restaurants, shops and even some 
beaches are closed, which is literally insane.

Have you created any fun ways to stay in touch 
with your friends while following social distanc-

ing practices and/or stay at home practices?
Yeah, we definitely found some ways to communicate. 

Especially in the world of social media it’s really easy to 
communicate with each other. So I’m FaceTimeing my 
friends a lot and we are also going outside in the nature 
more often.

What are you doing to keep yourself occupied?

I try to go to the beach more often because that’s one 
of the only things I’m still allowed to do. I also watch a lot 
of documentaries about different kind of things lately.

What have you learned about the world, your 
community, your friends, or your parents from 

this experience?
I learned that some of my friends are more sensitive 

then others and that they are really stressed out about the 
whole situation, and they’re also afraid of what’s going on 
right now. Even if they try to be calm, I can see that they 
are afraid about the virus and how it affects them.

One thing I also learned is that people are selfish, and 
a lot of people are panicking; they are buying way too much 
stuff because they’re scared that there is no food left. I 

think it’s crazy how empty all the grocery stores are, and 
it honestly kind of scares me, not the virus itself but how 
people are acting.

Young people are facing a lot of backlash about 
not following social distancing protocol, what 

made you realize the importance of it?
I think I realize the impact since a lot of people started 

dying from it, and since the coronavirus was all over the 
news and social media. One thing I also noticed is that 
people took it more serious after a while once they realized 
how dangerous it actually is and how much impact it has 
on all of us. I mean almost every store is closed, restaurants, 
public places, just everything.

What is the first thing you will do after the stay 
at home order is no longer in place?

Inside  From page 19
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Rios Hernandez, Hector

Rugebregt, Jett

Roman Aranda, Luis

Ruiz, Eduardo

Rowley, Cooper

Salgado, Diana

Rodriguez, Isaiah

Ruddell, Joey

Schultz, Maddy

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

Schunemann, Fernanda Self, Layla Siegel, Lily

I will probably go on a trip and do all the things I was 
missing the past month. And I will of course do a lot of stuff 
with my friends!

At this point, school will have been converted to 
online learning for about six weeks before you 
might go back to campus, what do you miss the 

most?
I probably miss the social contact with other people the 

most! I am not a fan of online school it’s personally really 
hard for me, and I don’t have fun learning anymore. I also 
miss lunch breaks and just the people around me.

What don’t you miss? 
I don’t miss waking up at 6 a.m. every single morning lol. 

But that is the only thing.

What worries you about this whole situation?
I’m worried about people in general. Not only that 

people die from it, but I’m worried about people who 
are panicking and people who are actually really afraid 
about COVID19. I’m also worried about my family 
and especially about my grandparents. It’s a situation 
that never happened before and no one can tell me 
what is going to happen it the future and that kind of 
worries me too.

Aly Sullivan, 17, on a recent trip to 
Santa Barbara with friends.

What is the biggest impact 
the coronavirus     pandemic 

has had on you?

Inside Continued on page 22
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Souder, Jaycee

Sullivan, Aly

Stavros, Jason

Tagalicud, Harvey

Stavros, Nick

Tepano Padgett, Veriamo

Solu, Orion

Stebel, Tyler

Thierry, Sedonia Thomas, Olivia Tinti, Angelica Vargues, Reese

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

So far the coronavirus has taken the last few months of 
my senior year away, which includes big events like prom. 

Have you created any fun ways to stay in touch 
with your friends while following social distanc-

ing practices and/or stay at home practices?
I have started FaceTiming my friends and playing 

multiplayer games with them online.
What are you doing to keep yourself occupied?

Since I’ve been home I’ve painted my room, gone on 
tons of walks and hikes, and started multiple art projects.

What have you learned about the world, your 
community, your friends, or your parents from 

this experience?
This situation has shown me different sides to people 

I know, some people are unnecessarily scared and some 
are unbothered to the point where it’s concerning. It really 
shows that no one knows how to properly handle it. 

Young people are facing a lot of backlash about 
not following social distancing protocol, what 

made you realize the importance of it?
The quick spread of the virus made me realize the 

importance of keeping a safe distance, seeing the charts 
including the curve helped me understand the severity of 
the issue of slowing down the spread to not overwhelm 
hospitals.

What is the first thing you will do after the stay 
at home order is no longer in place?

The shelter in home was extended 8 days after my 
18th birthday, so I want to get together with my friends 
and celebrate!
At this point, school will have been converted to 

online learning for about six weeks before you 
might go back to campus, what do you miss the 

most?
I miss seeing my friends and classmates everyday, I 

never realized how important they were to me until it was a 
possibility that I’d never see some of them again. I also miss 
my teachers and having a proper class. Since we weren’t 
prepared for online school, I’m not really learning much 

Inside  From page 19
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Velte, Jesse

Wheeler, Jenna

Wallace, Seth

Wilson, Destiny

Weston, Jackson

Womack, Kali

Vavra, Faye

Weston, Sarah.

Yasay, Kristal Young, Zachary Ziessler, Kaya Zuniga, Anthony

Morro Bay High School - Class of 2020

but instead just filling out daily busy work assignments.
What don’t you miss? 

I don’t miss trying to find a spot to park on the other 
side of campus every day.

What worries you about this whole situation?
I’m mostly concerned that we are unsure as to when 

this will end. We’re scheduled to go back in May, but no 
one is certain. I’m scared that 3 weeks ago was my last week 
at school and I didn’t appreciate it as much as I should, but 
I’m mostly worried that I’m not going to be able to walk at 
graduation due to it being a “large gathering.” I can only 
hope we go back in may.
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Amodei, David

Ayala, Ricky

Betancourt, Jenny

Anahi, Cuevas

Barbosa, Dillyn 

Bruce, Jackson

Arellano, Ivan

Beauchene, Braiden 

Calvin, Noah
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Coast Union High School - Class of 2020

I have the privilege of being the Principal at Coast Union High School and have enjoyed getting to know 
the Class of 2020 over the past four years. It has been an honor and a blessing to work with these stu-

dents. 39 of the 41 graduates are going to either a community college or 4-year college next year. Two of 
our graduates will be enrolling in the Marines and the Army, serving our country. 

Our graduates received over 135 total local community scholarships, totaling more than $110,000. 
Their extracurricular accomplishments, whether in FFA, sports, drama, cyber security, mock trial, or oth-
er involvements, have been outstanding. This amazing class has set the bar extremely high for other classes 
to follow. With all of that said, this unimaginable end to the 2019-20 school year was not what they had 
planned but their resilience stood out. I am so proud of them and am honored to be their principal.  Way 
to go Coast Union High School Broncos! You are remarkable and I wish you the best in your future.

Blessings,
Scott Ferguson
CUHS Principal
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Cashdan, DJ 

Diego, Jose 

Garcia, Damian Fernandez 

Castillo, Erica Aviles

Ferguson, Trent

Garcia, Sujey Gutierrez

Castillo, Maria

Fisher, Luke

Gutierrez, Angelique 

Cloward, Fiona

Gallo, Dajhalyn Sanchez

Happel, Jacqueline

Coast Union High School - Class of 2020
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Kennedy, Ellie Markham, Nate

Perez, Angelina LomeliMcHaffie, Holly

Plasencia, Emany

Macias, Anthony

Mejia, Rigo 

Ramirez, Eder

Magnuson, Spencer 

Mercado, Alondra

Rios, Jordi Sanchez, Javier Garcia 

Coast Union High School - Class of 2020
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Stonehill, Ayona 

Wharton, Annika

Sandoval, Ashley

Terrasas, Gabe 

Sison, Emma

Vasquez, Julie

Spradley, Abby

Volz, Riley 

Coast Union High School - Class of 2020

Coast Union High School part-
nered with the CUHS Booster 

Club and the Sober Grad Parents 
to fund 2020 graduate banners 
that are hanging on Main Street 
throughout Cambria. The Cam-
bria Community Services District  
hung the banners on the light poles 
in town free of charge. 

“It was a great idea and one 
that the school would like to make 
a tradition for all the CUHS grad-
uates in the future,” said principal 
Scott Ferguson.

Graduate Banners in Cambria
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Notes from Loved Ones

Diana Salgado

We are very proud of you always 
by your side to support you,we love

Veriamo Tepano Padgett:

Be patient
Love others
Have hope
Seek truth
Be brave

Veriamo, we love you so much!

Mom, Dad, Bubba, Gramma, Auntie, Uncle, 
Peter, Vick, Rog, and all your Cousins!!

Joseph Delagarza Hayden

 “Yay, you made it!! 
So proud of you”

Faith Gardner

Our Dearest Faith,
   You will accomplish anything in 

your life because you have the rare com-
bination of intelligence, beauty, humility 
and humor. 

   Congratulations!  Our hearts are 
full of love for you, Mom and Dad

Gardner

Ozzy Henson

Congratulations Ozzy! We are very 
proud of you and love you very much. You 
did it! Keep smiling and always remember 
that we are here for you.

Much love from your entire family.
Vanessa Henson

Fiona Cloward

“Congrats Fiona! I could not be 
more proud of you, you are an inspi-
ration. I can’t wait to see what you 
accomplish next.”

Sincerely,
Landon Cloward

Angelique Nalani Gutierrez 

Congratulations! We are so proud of 
your hard work and many successes. You 
deserve all the celebrations this quaran-
tine has taken from you. 

CalPoly in the fall! 
We love you, Mom and Dad

Isaac Avila

“Way to go Isaac!  Congratulations and 
we’re proud of you!”

Love, 
Dad, Mom, and Kate

Macy Elliott

Macy, we are proud of you beyond 
words and so excited for your next adven-
ture. Love, Your family

Macy Elliott

Sierra Andrade

We are so proud of your 
accomplishments. 
Love you

Noah Calvin

Congratulations to our 2020 Coast 
Union High School Graduate! Who would 

have thought it would be a drive-thru 
ceremony because of a 100-year pandem-
ic! But we’re still just as proud of you to 
have reached this milestone with good 

grades and big dreams. We wish you every 
happiness and success going forward. We 
know you have what it takes to make your 

dreams a reality! 
We Love You and can’t wait to see 

what your future holds,
Your FamilyJenna Wheeler

WOO-HOO! Jenna 
You did it! We are so proud of you!
Cherish this moment and all you’ve 

accomplished. Dream big, work hard and 
go shine your bright, beautiful light on the 
world.

Congratulations! with all our love

Orion Solu:

Orion we are so proud of you!  You are 
an independent, strong, dedicated, helpful, 
and clear minded young man. In the past 4 
years you have stepped into leadership rolls, 
helped others, supported anyone who needed 
you, were polite, positive, conscientious and 
responsible and in doing so you have prepared 
yourself for a bright future. As you leave for 
University this fall keep reaching for excellence 
in all you choose to do!  Our hearts are full to 
have witnessed your journey to this point. We 
are ALWAYS your biggest fans.  Your family 
loves you beyond measure. Congratulations 
son!
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Burch  Concrete  Solutions • (805) 748-4289
Locally Owned & Operated Since 2004

• Benches
• Fire Pits
• Concrete Resurfacing
• Stained Concrete
• Patios
• Sidewalks

• Exposed Aggregate
• Retaining Walls
• Driveways
• Foundations
• Stamped Concrete

State Lic# 816944

burchconcretesolutions@yahoo.com
www.burchconcretesolutions.com

A woman injured in a car crash by a fleeing, attempted 
murder suspect is re-cooperating from her ordeal, and 

a friend has stated a Go Fund Me account to help her.
According to the Go Fund Me account set up by Vivian 

Krug, Morro Bay resident Donna Klein was on Hwy 1 
turning onto Yerba Buena Street when her destiny crossed 
paths with an alleged felon in frightening fashion.

According to a Sheriff’s Department news release, at 
about 6 p.m. Monday, May 18 Sheriff’s deputies responded 
to a report of shots fired in the 1200 block of San Luis Bay 
Dr., in Avila Beach. 

“Witnesses reported seeing a fight between two men, 
who were acquaintances,” said spokesman Tony Cipolla, 
“when the suspect pulled a gun on the victim and shot him 
multiple times. The victim was able to flee the scene, and 
transport himself to a local hospital with non-life-threaten-
ing wounds.”

Sheriff’s investigators put a bulletin out on the suspect-
ed shooter who’d also fled in a vehicle. A Highway Patrol 
officer spotted the car in San Luis Obispo and tried to stop 
it, but the driver hit the gas and took off at high speed down 
Hwy 1 towards Morro Bay.

The pursuit ended in horrific fashion when the fleeing 
suspect slammed head-on into the vehicle driven by Klein 
at the intersection of Yerba Buena Street and Highway 1. 
She was on her way home from work. Her car was totaled.

Cipolla said the suspect’s vehicle rolled and came to 
rest on the passenger side in a ditch some 75-feet away. The 
suspect got out of the car by himself and was immediately 
arrested at gunpoint by deputies, Morro Bay police and 
CHP officers.

The suspect, identified as John Salazar, 53 of Los Osos 
was taken to the hospital, treated and then booked into 
County Jail on suspicion of attempted murder, with addi-
tional charges expected for the reckless flight from arrest 
and subsequent injury accident.

Klein suffered non-life threatening injuries and is in 
severe pain and unable to work. Her beloved dog, a passen-
ger in the vehicle, was apparently almost as shaken up as 
she. The website said, “These funds will be used for a vet 
evaluation and treatment for my dear little Sammy, as well 
as to meet my basic daily needs until I can be back on my 
feet and able to work again.”

Krug added, “Many of you know Donna and for those 
of you who don’t, she’s one of the kindest people you will 
ever meet. She is always helping others and is always volun-
teering her spare time for the benefit of people and animals. 
Right now she needs a little help.”

The web address for the Go Fund Me page is: www.
gofundme.com/f/hit-and-injured-during-a-police-pur-
suit?utm_medium=copy_link&am if readers would like to 
help her get through this difficult time.

Donations Sought to 
Help Crash Victim

By Neil Farrell

Community

Sheriff’s deputies, Morro Bay Police and CHP officers draw guns 
on a man suspected of attempted murder, after he slammed 

his getaway car into a Morro Bay woman’s vehicle on Hwy 1 in 
Morro Bay. The community is coming to her assistance through 

a Go Fund Me account. 

County of SLO Public Libraries Summer Reading for 
kids and adults is going online this year. Beanstalk, 

found through your app store or at  https://slolibrary.bean-
stack.org/, will allow participants to register and track their 
reading, eliminating the need for paper logs. 

The program runs from through July 31.  To partici-
pate, simply create a Beanstalk account and register anyone 
in your family who wishes to participate. Everyone – in-
cluding babies, teens and adults – can join. You can then 
access your logs through the free Beanstalk app, available 
for both iOS and Android devices. Logging reading time 
earns badges, certificates and raffle tickets.

New this year, there are prize raffles for kids, teens 
and adults. Kids can win a bike, Lego sets and more. Teen 
prizes include DIY maker kits, bikes, and coffee gift cards. 
Adults can win smart laptop bags filled with literary good-
ies or a free one-year subscription to Masterclass. Adults 
will earn tickets for every two hours of reading they log and 
for writing book reviews.  Kids earn tickets for reading and 
also for participating in activities or writing book reviews.

The library will also host online entertainment and 
programs such as:
· Roaming Reptiles feature online videos with their 
creature of the week, premiering every Monday morn-
ing. Folks can earn prize tickets on Beanstack by naming 
their favorite reptile. https://www.youtube.com/play-
list?list=PLgbTGJ85BxlAYyjd-tpbnmPdJbJh9Iyod .
·  Groove to online concerts with the Super Stolie 
Guacamole bilingual music and dance show. Listen for 
secret code words that you can enter into Beanstack for a 
raffle ticket.
·  Try Pyjama Drama on Tuesdays, learn a new magic 
trick lesson every Wednesday with Chris Lopez, and more 
fun every day of the week on the SLOCountyLibraries 
YoutTube Channel. 

Other summer reading programs on the channel in-
clude Mindfulness videos, digital photography instruction 
with Jamie Soja, craft videos, science videos, story times, 
and much more. 

Library Summer 
Reading Program

Transitions-Mental Health Association (TMHA) 
presents the Opening Minds Art Show Preview, an online 
display featuring the artwork of nine artists, along with 
interviews, biographies, and interactive links. 

The Opening Minds Art Show is presented bi-annual-
ly, and was initially set to open for public viewing in May of 
2020. Due to COVID-19, the Opening Minds art show has 
been postponed until May 2021. TMHA’s website current-
ly features nine of the participating artists at www.t-mha.
org/OpeningMinds. Designed by TMHA intern Krystal 
Grisham and San Luis Obispo web design and digital mar-
keting company, LIFTOFF, the artist webpage launched on 
May 26 as Mental Health Awareness Month came to an end. 
Each artist page on the Opening Minds Online Preview 
includes interviews that dive into the experience of self-ex-
pression through creative work. 

Opening Minds is a community art show in celebration 
of living mentally well. The show was first developed in 
1995 to offer people with mental illness an avenue for per-
sonal expression and a venue to share art with the public. 
It has since expanded to include the entire mental health 
community: those in recovery, their family and friends, 
service providers, and more. 

In 2018, the exhibition was visited over 7,000 times. 
Opening Minds is funded in part by the Mental Health 
Services Act (Proposition 63) and cosponsored by TMHA’s 
Peer Advisory and Advocacy Team (PAAT). 

For more information about the Opening Minds 
Art Show Preview, contact Caity McCardell at cmccar-
dell@t-mha.org.

Living Mentally Well 
with Art

The Cal Poly Choirs will present a virtual concert that 
includes a special set to recognize graduating seniors at 

7 p.m. Monday, June 8.
The choirs will perform selections they have been 

working on through online rehearsals this quarter and 
works they were going to perform at the Winter Concert, 
which was canceled due to the shelter at home order. There 
will also be a post-concert talk.

PolyPhonics and the University Singers will present 
three works as a combined virtual choir: “If Ye Love Me” by 
Thomas Tallis; the infamous “Confutatis” and “Lacrimosa” 
from Mozart’s “Requiem in D Minor,” K.626; and “Sleep” 
by the famous modern composer Eric Whitacre. Choir 
members will have an opportunity to interact virtually with 
Whitacre in the coming weeks.

The video recordings of PolyPhonics from last quarter 
are the thrilling “Lamentations of Jeremiah” by Argentinian 
composer Alberto Ginastera, and “My God is a Rock” by 
Stacey Gibbs.

The Women’s Chorus will sing a movement from 
“Winter Cantata” by Vincent Persichetti and a portion of 
“Songs of Sanctuary” by Karl Jenkins.

“This quarter the members of the choirs have been 
working on a brief survey of the development of choral 
music spanning the last 500 years,” said Scott Glysson, di-
rector of choral activities. “The June 8 concert is a result of 
the students learning about different eras of music history 
through presentations and lectures, and of course virtual 
rehearsals for the first time in the choral program’s history.”

Those who attend the concert are also invited to a 
post-concert talk and will be able to interact with students 
and faculty members. The session will include interviews 
with a student panel, a talk by faculty member Laura 
Kramer on the process of rehearsing and putting together a 
virtual choir, and notes from Glysson.

Paul Woodring is the accompanist for the choirs. The 
choirs are conducted by Glysson.

Tickets to the concert are $5. A $10 backstage pass 

Virtual Concert with 
Tribute to Poly Grads

PolyPhonics and the University Singers will present three works 
as a combined virtual choir on June 8.

Poly Grads Continued on page 30
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Peter StarlingS

1330 Van Beurden Drive Ste 101 • Los Osos

peterstarlings@yahoo.com
www.Bayososbrokers.com

Vietnam 
Veteran

BRE# 00692586

Over 40 years serving the Central Coast!

ticket includes both the concert and the post-concert ses-
sion. Tickets are sold through FeelitLive.

The concert is sponsored by Cal Poly’s Music Depart-
ment, College of Liberal Arts and Instructionally Related 
Activities program. For more information, call the Music 
Department at 805-756-2406 or visit its calendar website.

Community
Poly Grads From page 29

When stay at home orders were issued and schools 
closed in March because of the coronavirus pan-

demic, the Wheeler family had no idea that they would be 
cooped up with seven new housemates. 

Lest you start clucking about unwanted guests, Lauren 
Wheeler is a preschool teacher at Wishing Well School in 
Los Osos where seven chickens are part of the education. 

“Part of the curriculum starting in first grade is chicken 
care,” said Lauren. “The first, second and third graders 
will take care of them, clean the coop and make sure that 
they have water and food. Anything that they need as far 
structure, the upper grades help to build. The preschool 
and kindergarteners just get to enjoy, feed and play with 
them. It’s like a school wide event, chicken care is a very big 
part of our school.”

The hens normally live in a permanent coop on cam-
pus all year round at the school that serves pre-k through 
7th grade students and follows the principles of a Waldorf 
education.

When schools abruptly shutdown and people were told 
to stay at home, Lauren said a “kind-hearted, well-intended 
person kept coming by the school and leaving the run open, 
and we were worried the chickens may eventually succumb 
to a predator.” 

Thus began the fowl furlough at the beach deemed 
“quarantine days by the sea” by the Wheelers. The birds 
begin their trip with a quick jaunt to their vacation home in 
Cayucos via tarp in the trunk of Lauren’s Prius. 

“There was no cage; it was a rescue mission,” she said 
laughing. “They were a little freaked out at first when we 

Chickens on Vacation
By Theresa-Marie Wilson

put them in, but by the 
time we got back the 
cages and opened them 
up, they were all hud-
dled in and cozy none 
of them really wanted to 
get out.”

This all took place at 
the beginning of shelter 
at home orders, so the 
Wheelers didn’t go out 
and buy wood or any 
other materials to build 
a coop.

Lauren’s husband 
found extra lumber and 
pieces from old sailboats 
around their property 
and built a coop. He also 
used sand that they had 
for the kids’ sandbox to limit trips into town to buy wood-
chips. The So called Driftwood Inn was in business. 

Should you think these chicks are cheap cheeps, they 
tip in eggs.

“We’re getting about five a day, so it’s a nice treat,” 
Lauren said.

The Driftwood Inn will not go out of business once 
the inaugural hens return to their roost at the school, but 
the no-vacancy sign will stay lit. The Wheelers enjoyed the 
experience so much that they got five baby chicks of their 
own to occupy the coop. 

The Rotary Club of Morro Bay has actively served the 
city for 70 years and continues to do so during unprec-

edented times. Last month the service club started visiting 
essential businesses and city offices to offer free bottles of 
hand sanitizer.  As more businesses re-open, they continue 

Rotary Hand 
Sanitizer Project

to handout their locally-manufactured sanitizer.
Incoming presidents Jeff Jones and Tim Olivos lead 

this project working with the City and the Morro Bay 
Chamber of Commerce to reach-out and lend support to 
businesses.  

The sanitizer was manufactured and purchased locally 
providing business income to the Fable Soap Company of 
Los Osos and the Bethel Rd Distillery of Templeton.  Fable 
Soap Company generously donated an additional 24 bottles 
of sanitizer and 50 bottles of their hand lotion to be shared 
with the community. 

So far, 250 bottles have been personally delivered by 
Rotary members with more to come.  If you are an open 
business in Morro Bay in need of hand sanitizer contact 
judysalamacha@gmail.com

Giovanni DeGarimore and Rotarian Jeff Jones at Giovanni’s 
Fish Market handing out sanitizer.

Cayucos Rotary’s Club President Steve Larson, “Lars,” 
and the 501c Club Foundation Treasurer Doyle Dan-

iel present a $5,000 check to Harvest Bag program man-
aged by Cayucos Community Church. 

The program is a collaboration with the San Luis 
Obispo Food Bank providing bags of groceries and pro-
duce to local families in need from Mondays to Fridays. 
Each day, about 40 bags are handed to families comprised 
of mainly seniors and single mothers.

Cayucos Rotary 
Donates

Last October, many Cambrians watched as the historical 
Santa Rosa Schoolhouse made its way down Main St to 

its new home in the former dog park, a property owned by 
the Cambria Community Services District. It is there that 
restoration on the 1881 one-room schoolhouse began. 

The building was used as a schoolhouse from 1881 
until 1952. The plan is for it to become a museum to depict 
life as it was at that time.  Programs are being developed 
to host school groups during the week and visitors on the 
weekends.

Any type of historical restoration takes time, and 
though it appears from the outside that not much has 
changed, a lot of work is going on behind the front doors. 

Work Continues on the 
Santa Rosa Schoolhouse

By Jill Turnbow
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The entire project, overseen by Project Manager, Lau-
rel Stewart, for the Cambria Historical Society, is estimated 
to be complete by the summer of 2021. During the first 
phase of the project, the roof, which had to be completely 
removed for the building to make its way down Main St, 
is being rebuilt.  After a geological study, an archaeolo-
gy study, and soil studies, a new foundation was poured.  
“This schoolhouse is more stable than ever now,” says 
Laurel. 

The second phase 
will involve obtaining 
permits for a new drive-
way and then getting 
water and power to the 
building. 

 “So many people 
have helped,” said Laurel. 
“We have had community 
donations and two grants 
from the Cambria Com-
munity Council. We can’t 
thank them enough.”

Architect Brent Ber-
ry drew up the plans that 
include a new wrap-around 
porch, an ADA compliant 
ramp and new restroom.  

“Brent’s wife is a docent for the Historical Society and 
Brent has done all this work for us pro bono,” Laurel said. 
“We are so grateful.”  

Much of the recent excitement came when the interior 
walls were stripped down and the old chalkboards were 
uncovered.  They line 3 sides of the room.  

“There are even a few chalk drawings still on the 
boards,” Laurel said. The interior restroom has been 
removed as well as some cabinets, leaving the space feeling 
much larger than before.  

Among the other improvements that are occurring is 
the restoration of the belfry.  Aaron Linn volunteered his 
forklift to help Tim Murdoch remove the old bell which 
is now being stored while Tim restores the shingles and 
repairs the interior of the cupola. Jay Burbank will assisted 

Aaron Linn and Tim Murdoch remove the bell as part of the 
restoration of the schoolhouse.

Tim on the project.  Both are volunteering their services. 
Manager, Laurel Stewart, has been overseeing this 

project for three years. From locating the appropriate site 
to contracting the studies. “And it all began with John 
Ehlers passion for the schoolhouse’s restoration,” she s said.  
Ehlers, a local Lion’s Club member, was essential in getting 
the Club to donate the building to the Historical Society. 

Once completed, the old schoolhouse will be an inter-
esting look into Cambria’s history, for both children and 
visitors alike.  

To find out more about the restoration and ways you 
can donate to the project, visit the website at cambriahis-
toricalsociety.com.

The bell from the belfry at the 
Santa Rosa Schoolhouse.

Terms Of Service

Terms of service are a contract between a service 
provider and a user of said service. In todays world of 

litigation, terms of service are found everywhere. 
Terms of service are often found when browsing a 

website for the first time or creating an account with a 
companies website or service. For instance, with Netflix. In 
order to use the service, usually you would have to click a 
box that states that you have read and agreed to the terms of 
service in front of you. Because these are legal documents, 
they are often wordy and difficult to parse. Most common-
ly, they include information about what it means to use 
the service, legal jargon to keep the service provider out of 
trouble, and user rights and responsibilities in regards to 
the service. 

Also included in the terms of service of most websites 
is information regarding how they will use users’ data. This 
information includes whether or not your usage data will 
be gathered anonymously and what kind of people the 
data will be shared with. This ties into our previous article 
regarding targeted advertising. Usage of websites with 

Technically Speaking
By Chad Crawford

terms of service to which you have agreed leads to the data 
collection that forms your advertising ID, which deter-
mines the types of advertisements you see when browsing 
the internet. 

Chad Crawford is the owner of QuickTech in Los Osos 
located at 212110th Suite #A. They can be reached at https://
quicktechcomputers.com/ or (805) 806-0165.

Send your questions to chad@quicktechcomputers.com.

What for the most was as a peaceful protest ended with 
the use of tear gas in San Luis Obispo on Monday.

The situation began when nearly 1500 protestors 
carrying signs and chanting “No justice, no peace, no racist 
police” wound their way through downtown SLO. March-
ers gathered to protest death of George Floyd, a black man 
who was killed in police custody after Derek Chauvin, a 
white Minneapolis police officer, knelt on his neck for a 
reported eight minutes on May 25.

“I am calling on all members of our community for 
peace and calm,” Mayor Heidi Harmon said in a news 
release.  “We are a caring and compassionate community.  
I feel the agony and despair from the inhumane and cruel 
death of George Floyd. I deeply respect and support the 
protesters fight for equality and justice and the right for all 
people to come together peacefully to advocate for social 
change.”

Earlier in the day, protestors stopped in front of the 
San Luis Obispo Police Department on Walnut. A poten-
tially destructive situation was diffused when SLOPD offi-
cers took a knee with protestors to the cheers of the crowd. 

Law enforcement later stopped traffic on Highway 101 
near the Santa Rosa Street overpass as the crowd took over 
the freeway walking southbound in the northbound lane. 

Things took a turn about six hours after the march 
began and a couple hundred protestors remained at the 
intersection of Santa Rosa and Walnut. At 8 p.m. officers 
asked people to disperse citing unlawful assembly.

“The protest in San Luis Obispo was declared an 
unlawful assembly after it was determined that there were 
public safety risks,” San Luis Obispo Police Chief Deanna 
Cantrell wrote in a tweet. 

Officers fired tear gas and flash bangs into the crowd 
after several request and most dispersed. 

Vandals shot out the windows of three businesses on 
Marsh Street later that night.

“ Several storefronts in San Luis Obispo have been 
damaged tonight and there is so much rebuilding that 
our community needs to do,” Harmon said. “We will get 
through this challenge as we have others – through work-
ing together and caring for each other and our community. 
Please, be safe and care for SLO”.

Hundreds of people also attended an Act Now for 
Justice rally Sunday afternoon at Mitchell Park in San Luis 
Obispo organized by Race Matters SLO. 

Protest Ends in Tear Gas

Protesters take to Hwy 101. Photo Aly Sullivan
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Kevin says, 
“Look
for the
ANT

on the
Door”

Free Gopher & Rodent Estimates
Same Day Service M-F

ECO SMART PRODUCTS
805-544-1170

www.oconnorcentralcoast.com

SPECIAL
$49 MONTHLY SERVICE

General Pest Service Only.  Gophers & Rodents Not Included.
One Year Term Minimum.  Homes up to 3,000 sq. ft.

“Family Owned and Operated”

Business

Starting June 2, sister locations Novo Restaurant and 
Robin’s Restaurant are giving back on Takeout Tuesday 

by donating 20% revenue of every takeout order to the SLO 
Food Bank.

The SLO Food Bank has seen a huge increase in need 
for local households. In April 2020, The County Delivery 
Program served 501% more households than projected and 
the Walk-In/Emergency at SLO Warehouse served 520% 
more households.

To help food-insecure families cope during the 
Covid-19 crisis, Robin’s and Novo are dedicated to helping 
out in the ways that they can. 

They’ve expanded their community efforts because, 
as Robin’s owner Shanny Covey explains, “Our communi-
ty has supported us during this pandemic and we need to 
support others. Though we are hurting financially, there 
are others who are hurting more and we have to help where 
we can because we are all in this together.”

If you’d like to support the SLO Foodbank and enjoy 
some great cuisine, all you have to do is order takeout on 
Tuesdays from either location.

As of June 3 Robin’s will be open for dine-in as well 
as takeout & local delivery. New hours will be Tuesday - 
Sunday for lunch 11:30 a.m.-3 p.m. and  dinner 4:30 p.m 
– 9 p.m. Visit their website www.robinsrestaurant.com or 
Facebook www.facebook.com/RobinsRestaurant/.

Novo is open for curbside pickup and delivery, daily 
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.. Novo’s patio is also open to enjoy your 
meal. Visit their website www.novorestaurant.com or Insta-
gram @novorestaurant.

Novo and Robin’s 
Restaurants Give Back 

The COVID-19 crisis has left a lot of business owners 
in limbo of receiving unemployment benefits and un-

able to receive Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) or 
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) funding.  Without the 
future guaranteed, many business owners have transitioned 
into survival mode and have secured additional jobs to help 
them get by.

Lynsey Hansen is a certified massage therapist in Mor-
ro Bay who has been resourceful in finding additional work 
while she waits for the approval to operate her business 
again.  It looks like it may be a while still, as the Governor’s 
plan has the personal care industry delayed in opening 
compared to the retail, restaurant and gyms.  

Luckily, Lynsey was able to quickly get some work with 
the Garden House, an elder care and dementia living facili-
ty in Morro Bay, to provide housekeeping and shopping ser-
vices. Before the pandemic, Lynsey worked with residents 
and employees as a massage therapist; the latter of which 
was through their employee wellness program.  However, 
she has been unable to provide those services since the 
closing of non-essential businesses.

“The extra safety precautions taken to protect residents 
are rigorous,” said Lynsey.  “Since family members have 
been unable to come and visit their relatives at the facility, 
I do my best to spend time talking to (albeit in a mask) and 
doing activities with the residents when I am done with my 
workload.”

Lynsey has also picked up work being a personal assis-
tant for someone who needs help in their home and run-
ning errands three to four times a week.  And while she has 
been thankful to have work, she is also running out of steam 
since she’s working twice as hard to make half as much, all 
while in a global pandemic.  

Rock Solid Together
Presented by The Morro Bay 

Chamber of Commerce

Masterpiece Hotel

The Masterpiece Hotel in Morro Bay is an icon on Main 
Street heading into downtown and has been one of the 

few hotels with cars still in their parking lot.  At the request 
of the City of Morro Bay, hotels have been asked to limit 
promotions bringing travelers into the area from out of 
town in order to help stop the spread of COVID-19 in the 
region.  Rather than turning off the lights and boarding up 
the newly renovated hotel, Masterpiece has been offering 
low rates to locals who need somewhere to shelter in place.

“We understand that not everybody has a home to go 
to and that there are people who need somewhere to stay 
while family members ride out sicknesses,” said Amber 
Clark, general manager.  “We are doing what we can to sup-
port our community and local businesses, while maintain-
ing the CDC’s protocols to ensure the safety of our guests.”

The hotel regularly promotes local restaurants on 
social media, shares the up-to-date list of available takeout 
and delivery options with guests, and has modified their 
services to accommodate the new regulations.

The Morro Bay Chamber of Commerce created Rock Solid 
Together, a continuing series of stories about people and businesses 
in the community going above and beyond during the coronavirus 
crisis. They can be reached via their website at MorroChamber.org.

Certified Massage Therapist Lynsey Hansen

Lynsey Hansen CMT

Local Morro Bay character, Andy Finn, was keeping 
busy repainting the welcome sign at the entrance to 

Morro Bay’s Legends Tavern, located at the corner of Main 
and Harbor Streets. Tavern owner, Kacey Kelso, whose 
popular corner bar has been closed for over 2 months, has 
been doing some sprucing up at the Downtown watering 
hole. Trees in the outdoor planters were trimmed up, and 
the front entrance painted. Two fantastic woodcarvings at 
the front entrance appear to have fresh paint. Finn’s work 
repainting the ‘Legends’ logo etched years ago into the con-
crete by Kelso, was another touch-up for the historic bar 
that was opened in the 1940s as ‘The Circle Inn.’

Freshening Up A Legend
Story & Photo by Neil Farrell

Continuing a long tradition of service to our communi-
ties the Kiwanis Club of Bay-Osos recently awarded of 

three $1,000 scholarships to deserving Class of 2020 Morro 
Bay High School Seniors.

Jenna Wheeler is the Julie Orr Memorial Community 
Service Scholarship recipient. Due to complications caused 
by the pandemic, she finds her academic schedule is in 
flux. She hopes to attend Cuesta and transfer to Westmont 
College in Santa Barbara. 

Connor Bradley garnered the Don Cone Scouting 
Scholarship. As was the scholarship namesake, Connor is an 
Eagle Scout currently serving as an adult advisor for Scout 
Troop 214 and has been accepted at the California State 
Maritime Academy in Vallejo for enrollment this fall.  

Budding filmmaker Justin Castillo took home the Arts 
Scholarship. Justin will seek a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree 
in cinematography at California State University Long 
Beach.  

“The Kiwanis club of Bay-Osos is proud to recognize 
these outstanding students and pleased to be able to offer a 
helping hand,” said Kiwanis Scholarship Chair Joe Asire.

During normal times Kiwanis meets at Jimmy Bump’s 
Pasta House in Los Osos at noon on Wednesdays, but 
currently, they are holding meetings online. For further 
information, contact the club through their Facebook page: 
“Kiwanis Club of Bay-Osos”.

Kiwanis Award 
Scholarships 
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bridges and put up cement K-rails to separate the traffic on 
the bridge. Each direction will have to be reduced down to 
one lane. 

The job will take many months and also throws a 
small kink in the Cayucos Sanitary District’s ongoing sew-
er treatment plant project. 

The treatment plant, located about a mile up nearby 
Toro Creek Road, is progressing quickly and the bridge 
replacement will involve some work for the CSD, which 
has a conveyance pipeline hanging onto the current bridge.

That pipe will be temporarily rerouted inland and 
bored under Toro Creek and a new permanent pipeline 
will be reattached to the new bridge. The CSD’s new 
plant will need to continue using this pipeline, as it will 
be connected to the new plant’s undersea discharge line 
that crosses under Hwy 1 just south of the old bridge. 
That pipe goes under the highway and the beach to a spot 

offshore in Estero Bay. 
The pipeline is one of two undersea oil loading lines, 

part of the former Chevron Estero Marine Terminal that 
shipped oil from Central Valley and San Ardo oilfields 
from 1929 until it closed in 1999.

That pipeline was identified years ago as having leaked 
oil into the ground under the highway median. Chevron 
was allowed to leave the “weathered” or thickened oil in 
place to avoid disruptions to the highway. 

The CSD’s current schedule has the new treatment 
plant being completed around the end of this year, right 
about the time Caltrans plans to get started on the bridge 
replacement.

The new bridge will look very much like the south-
bound bridge, with two, 12-foot lanes, a bike lane and 
shoulder cushion, with railings to match.

Hwy 1 Bridge From page 6

Letters 
to the 
Editor

The cost of Morro Bay’s sewer plant has run away. The 
Council just approved 26 change orders for $6 million.
To Morro Bay Mayor Dr. John Headding and Council 

members Red Davis and Marlys McPherson:
In case you have forgotten, there was a written pro-

posal 3-years ago to build a WRF using a design that was 
already proven and would have had a firm, lower cost.

The proposal was an alternative to the Design-Build 
process you are now using and it would have saved at least 
$40 million.

This firm had constructed numerous similar facilities 
for cities larger than ours and their design was proven.

Now the D-B contractor and our project manager are 
using our money to “learn by doing” to come up with a 
custom design, which has just had 26 change orders and an 
increase of $6 million!

Even with the lower interest rates we may enjoy from 
WIFIA (federal) loan, this custom monstrosity will be the 
legacy of this council.

I am disappointed in how your actions have hurt our 
community. 

Please consider not running for election again.
Barry Branin, 

Morro Bay

WRF Has Runaway 
Cost Overruns 

Open Letter to Morro Bay City Council:
 
 The City has to restructure its finances or we will be bankrupt in 24 months! This Ice-
berg is coming and all the City Council is being asked to do is rearrange the deck chairs on the 
Titanic!
 Residents fiscally cannot, and mentally will not, pay more to the City. The question: 
How to shift money from where it is currently going to where it is needed the most?
 Most of our money is directed by the City Council into the Sewer/Water Enterprise 
Funds. Residents pay a minimum of $156/mo, though the City often states the average house-
hold pays $200/mo. In the time of COVID-19, money is tight for working residents: either 
because they are still out of work, or if back to work, they are scrambling to back fill previously 
unpaid bills.The Sewer/Water funds collect around $9 million annually.
 Residents also pay money into the General Fund through City sales tax. The City 
receives 1 cent/dollar in sales tax and a 1/2 cent/dollar for Measure Q = 1 ½ cents/dollar. The 
total sales tax in Morro Bay is 7 3/4 cents/dollar. The City collects around $2 million annually.

MY ASSUMPTIONS:
1. Employees are more important than a beyond-basic project.
2. Keeping Morro Bay incorporated is more important than reverting back to the county as a 
Community Services District.

MY SOLUTION: 
Lower base residential sewer/water rates to a $100/mo. Approximately 5,000 households would 
save $56/mo for a total of $3.3 million/yr. At the same time, raise the sales tax 1.25%, for a total 
City sales tax of 2.75%. That increases the General Fund $2.5 million annually, saving all 8 laid 
off employees their jobs, and then some.
The Sewer/Water Enterprise Funds cannot afford a $3 million/yr reduction and build the WRF 
as scheduled. However, we must get this money transferred because General Fund revenues 
have eroded:
1. Sales Tax. 3 empty store fronts within 1 block of the corner of Main and Morro Bay Blvd and 
3 empty store fronts in just Marina Square alone on the Embarcadero. Other well-established 
restaurants and stores are rumored to close.
2. Property Tax. Antidotal in nature: 5 modern, 2-story houses are on the market within 5 
blocks of my house; there was only one pre-COVID-19. Not antidotal, real estate offices are 
listing foreclosures in their windows.
3. TOT. Should the City enforced motel occupancy and vacation rental distancing rules, the 
dip in TOT will stay low.

SAVING THE GENERAL FUND IS A MUST!
To succeed: residential WRF opponents, Quintana/Main businesses, and other businesses will 
promote the sales tax increase supporting the City’s bid for a higher sales tax base; in exchange 
the City stops the WRF project and upgrades the current plant to stay within a reduced budget.
Personally, I would support a sales tax rate increase of 1.75% if sewer/water rates are lowered 
even more.

Why this works:
Cayucos goes offline by the end of the year; add a filter and the City still meets state require-
ments for secondary treatment, no penalties.
WIFIA and SRF monies are not expected to arrive until the end of 2020; there is no payback 
for money not received.
Pipeline/lift stations and injection wells have not gone out to bid; again nothing to pay back.
Money spent so far will be for naught, but we save tens of millions in reduced capital expense, 
no debt service, and no higher future O&M expenses, while preserving sales tax by keeping 
businesses open.
The town will be united: putting the health of the whole City first, saving all services across the 
board, not just one or two above the others.
Prioritize City survival and employees. Let’s keep from turning the City upside down.

Sincerely,
Betty Winholtz

Everything is starting to open with restrictions, I get it 
and I am okay with it—6-feet apart, wear a mask, be safe.
In today’s world, being what it is, gun sales have 

reached an all time high with nowhere to go to use them 
safely. I’m sure I don’t have to explain the 2nd amendment 
to anyone, we all know what it means. People are buying 
firearms everyday with no place to go practice and or learn 
how to use them.

If you have ever been to the gun range on Hwy. 1, you 
know that you already have to be in a safe space. The way a 
shooting range is designed, there is distance between each 
area, and it is outside which would prevents people from 
being in a crowded area. Why is it not open? 

I understand that Fish and Game oversee the property, 
but it is run by a group of people who do the day to day 
operations of the range. Why is it not open? 

I can’t seem to get any answers, I hope someone can for 
me.

Jack Fillmore III
Los Osos

Why Aren’t Gun 
Ranges Open?

Paid Advertisement

Opinion

Please include your full name and town you live in on all let-
ters sent. Although we do welcome longer opinion pieces, publish-
ing is as space permits. Estero Bay News reserves the right to edit 
for length and clarity. Email letters to:

editor@esterobaynews.com
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to Santa Maria’s Kinyon Const., on a “Job Order Con-
tract,” used when the open bids came in far too high. Such 
contracts are awarded to companies that the County has 
pre-qualified for relatively small projects. 

Kinyon’s contract was for $234,000. The compa-
ny used local contractors Williams Concrete and Brent 
Knowles Excavating of Cayucos.

Funding for the project broke down as: $86,000 in 
grants from the California Coastal Conservancy; $72,300 
from Coastal Commission mitigation monies; $25,000 from 
the Cayucos BID; $10,000 from Dist. 2 County Supervisor 
Bruce Gibson’s community project funds; $100,000 in 
County Parks reserve funds; and $2,800 in Quimby Act 
fees paid by developers in lieu of providing park space. 

For the most part, beach access points are simply short 
paths across a bluff leading to a set of stairs that go down 
to the beach. Cayucos has some 24 of these beach access 
points all through the numbered streets from 1st Street to 
the end of Studio Drive. They are built at the ends of street 
right of ways, according to Cooper. 

Getting money to pay for repairs or in the case of 
1st Street a full replacement has proved difficult. “It’s a 
struggle for us to find money,” Cooper said. “Unfortunately, 
as time goes by, they deteriorate with the ocean environ-
ment.”

He added that the County was going to hire a consul-
tant to conduct a “facilities condition assessment” to look 
at all County-owned facilities and making assessments on 
their condition. “That’ll help move these projects along,” 
Cooper said.

1st. Street From page 1

broadcast their sermons. As a way for the congregation 
to stay connected both spiritually and socially, pews were 
replaced by couches, and faith leaders often preached from 
their kitchen tables rather than a pulpit. 

St. Benedict’s has two virtual Sunday services, one on 
Zoom at 8 a.m. and they stream their 10:30 a.m. service on 
Facebook. 

“I feel that we have actually come closer and been able 
to worship well using technology,” Hall said. “A period of 
fasting from meeting in person is really an expression of 
love for each other and also for our wider community. 

“Churches are based where people come together and 
stand together, they’re delighted to see each other they 
may hug each other, and they sing. It’s a hotbed for infec-
tion. We’re seeing the sacrifice of not doing that as being an 
expression of God’s love for the world.”

Phillips said that live-stream technology has been well 
received by members of  Rock Harbor and they will con-
tinue to offer online services after reopening. 

“It’s impossible to determine, numerically, wheth-
er viewership has been consistent with our former live 
attendance,” Phillips said. “I would say most of our people 
miss the in-person services and are eager to return to them, 
although we have heard from several who have said they 
prefer the convenience of the live-stream,” 

For the first time in more than two months, religious 
services can resume, however attendance must be limited 
to 25% of building capacity or a maximum of 100 attend-
ees, whichever is lower. This limitation will be in effect for 
the first 21 days of a county public health department’s 
approval of religious services and cultural ceremonies at 
places of worship within their jurisdictions. 

Rock Harbor with about 300 parishioners would likely 
approach Sunday services on a first come, first served basis, 
but that hasn’t been finalized yet. 

St. Benedict’s has about 100 parishioners and is 
leaning towards people signing up in advance to attend in 
person. 

“Right now we’re having our main service online, and 
I think we will continue to so that everybody can come to 
that without being concerned about how many people we 
have in the building,” Hall said. “We are probably going 
to have a sign up system for people and leave a few seats if 
somebody shows up and they really didn’t understand or 
if a guest shows up. We don’t want to be exclusive we don’t 
want to say, ‘Oh, well you can’t come here because you 
didn’t know that was the signup system.’”

After the initial 21 days, the California Department of 
Public Health, in consultation with county Departments 
of Public Health, will review and assess the impact of 
these imposed limits on public health and provide further 
direction as part of “a phased-in restoration of activities in 
places of worship.

For many, one of the most disappointing aspects of 
the new guidelines is that religious organizations should, 
“strongly consider discontinuing singing, group recita-
tion, and other practices and performances where there is 

increased likelihood for transmission from contaminated 
exhaled droplets.”

“That is going to be the really sad part, that we’re not 
going to be able to do congregation singing,” Hall said.

“We have yet to decide what to do about congrega-
tional singing,” said Phillips. “If we suspend that, it will 
disappoint many people.”

As it is said, the only constant in life is change, and 
faith leaders and parishioners across the globe will have to 
adapt regularly.

“I think perhaps the biggest struggle for most people 
will be how different the experience will be compared to 
how it was before the pandemic,” Phillips said. “People 
are used to a lot of hugs and handshakes, enjoying coffee 
and snacks between services, dropping their kids off in our 
children’s or youth ministries, all of which will be suspend-
ed for the time being. Practicing social distancing in the 
sanctuary will be difficult.”
The new guidelines include:

• Staff, volunteers and congregants are strongly recom-
mended to wear face masks when in the vicinity of others

• Congregants should be screened for temperature and 
other symptoms

• Staff must be screened with temperature checks 
before their shifts

• Offering plates (and similar items) should not be 
passed around between worshippers

• The sharing of items like prayer books, cushions and 
prayer rugs is discouraged

• High traffic areas, like pews and lobbies, should be 
frequently disinfected

• Microphones, instruments and other items on pulpit 
and podiums should be disinfected between uses

• Consider shortening services to minimize the amount 
of time people are congregated together

• Places of worship should consider using disposable 
seat covers and dispose of them between services

• Seating and podium areas must be rearranged to 
allow for 6 feet of space between people

Rock Harbor Christian Fellowship, 1475 Quintana Rd. 
Morro Bay, will hold in-person services on Sundays at 8:30 
a.m. and 10 a.m. They will live-stream the 10 a.m. service, 
which can be seen at www.rockharborcf.com, on their 
Facebook page and via the Rock Harbor app (download 
links for iOS and Android on the website).

St. Benedicts Episcopal Church is located at 2220 
Snowy Egret Ln, Los Osos. The Zoom information for 
Sunday service (scroll down a bit to the this week box) 
as well as past sermons and upcoming events are on their 
website at https://www.stbenslososos.org/. Rev. Hall can 
also be found on Wednesdays from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. of-
fering drive-by blessing in front of the church’s Abundance 
Thrift store, 2025 9th St. in Los Osos.

The complete list of State guidelines can be seen at 
https://covid19.ca.gov/pdf/guidance-places-of-worship.
pdf

Churches Prepare From page 1

BEEF BURGER - all the fixin’s.....$9.95
MUSHROOM BURGER
Mushrooms, Jack cheese & the fixin’s.....$11.95
CHICKEN ORTEGA BURGER 
Chicken breast, Ortega chili, pepper Jack 
cheese & avocado.....$11.95
SOURDOUGH MELT
Thin sliced roast beef, Ortega chili & Jack 
Cheese.....$11.95
TURKEY MELT 
Turkey, Jack cheese, sliced tomato & avocado, 
sprouts....$11.95
CHICKEN MELT
Spinach Quesadilla with chicken, Jack cheese, 
tomato, red onion & cilantro.....$11.95
PATTY MELT 
Beef patty with onions & cheddar cheese 
grilled on Rye bread.....$10.95

TUNA MELT
Tuna served on Rye with grilled onions and 
cheddar cheese.....$10.50
FRENCH DIP 
Thin sliced roast beef served on a soft french 
roll with A Jus.....$11.95
SAVORY RUBEN 
Corned beef w/sauerkraut & Swiss cheese 
grilled on Rye....$11.95
COLD TURKEY 
Whole wheat bread, mayo, hand carved 
turkey, lettuce, tomato and red onion....$12.95
TURKEY CLUB
3 slices  whole wheat bread, hand carved 
turkey, bacon, sliced tomato, lettuce and 
mayo.....$12.95
HOT TURKEY
with mashed potatoes, gravy & cranberry 
sauce.....$12.95

HEALTH NUT
Whole wheat bread, mayo, cucumbers, Jack 
cheese,tomato, sprouts and avocado.....$10.50
PHILLY CHEESE STEAK
Soft French roll filled w/beef steak topped with 
grilled onions and bell peppers.....$11.95
ORANGE SALAD 
Mixed greens topped with chicken breast, 
sweet oranges, red onion,avocado in sweet 
soy dressing.....$14.50
COBB SALAD 
Roasted turkey, tomato, onion & bacon, avo-
cado w/blue cheese crumbles, hard boiled 
egg with homemade blue cheese dress-
ing.....$14.50
SPINACH SALAD 
Fresh spinach w/red onion, tomato, toasted 
pine nuts, hard boiled egg, blue cheese crum-
bles  with pomegranate dressing.....$12.00

CAESAR SALAD 
Traditional with Parmesan cheese and 
croutons.....$10.50
CHICKEN CAESAR
Traditional with grilled chicken, tomato, 
Parmesan cheese and croutons.....$13.50
SEARDED TUNA CAESAR - 
Traditional topped with seared tuna, tomato 
and Parmesan cheese.....$14.50
SHRIMP LOUIS - Bay shrimp on mixed greens 
w/tomato, hard boiled egg, cucumber,
avocado & homemade 1000 island dress-
ing.....$14.50 
QUICHE – Homemade w/soup or 
salad - $14.50

ALL AMERICAN - 2 Eggs, choice of bacon, ham 
or sausage patty, home fries, cottage cheese 
or sliced tomatoes. Toast included......$13.00
BREAKFAST SPECIAL - 1 Egg, 2 pieces of 
bacon.  
Choice of home fries, sliced tomato or cottage 
cheese + toast.....$9.00
A LA CARTE - 2 Eggs, choice of home fries, 
cottage cheese or Sliced tomatoes. Toast 
included.....$9.50
EGG SANDWICH - English muffin toasted, 
topped with scrambled egg, slice tomato and 
Jack cheese, coleslaw, pickle & carrot.....$9.50
LOS OSOS SCRAMBLE - 2 Eggs scrambled with 
snow peas, chicken sausage, mushrooms & 
Jack cheese, home fries, cottage cheese or 
sliced tomato. Toast included.....$14.50
PORK CHOPS & EGGS - 2 Chops breaded with 
2 eggs, choice of home fries, sliced tomato or 
cottage cheese. Toast included.....$15.00
BREAKFAST BURRITO 
Bacon, ham or sausage, also includes coleslaw, 
pickle & carrot.....$11.75
PANCAKES - 3 Buttermilk cakes.....$8.00

BELGIAN WAFFLE.....$9.50  
Add: Bacon, ham or sausage.....$13.50
OATMEAL - Cup.....$5.50     Bowl.....$7.00
Add: Blueberries or strawberries...+$2.00 ea.
CALIFORNIA BAGEL - Toasted bagel layered 
with cream cheese, tomato cucumber, red 
onion, avocado,  sprouts.  Includes coleslaw, 
pickle & carrot.....$10.50
LOX & BAGEL
Toasted bagel with cream cheese, served with 
Norwegian smoked salmon, sliced tomato, 
red onion, capers. Includes coleslaw, pickle & 
carrot.....$15.50
BAGEL W/CREAM CHEESE.....$3.75
BLINTZES
Crepes filled with ricotta and cream cheese, 
topped with raspberry sauceand dusted with 
powdered sugar. Side of applesauce.....$11.50
HOMEMADE BISCUIT & GRAVY.....$8.00   OR   
½ ORDER $4.50
HOMEMADE HASH - 2 eggs, choice of home 
fries, cottage cheese or tomatoes, toast or 
muffin.....$16.50
12 OZ. NEW YORK STEAK & EGGS - 2 eggs to 
order, home fries, tomato or
cottage cheese and toast or muffin.....$19.00

BACON OMELETTE - Bacon & tomatoes, with 
your choice of cheese, avocado.....$13.50
DENVER OMELETTE
Ham, bell peppers & grilled onions with ched-
dar cheese.....$13.00
FLORENTINE OMELETTE
Fresh spinach, mushrooms & your choice of 
cheese.....$13.00
MEXICAN OMELETTE
Chorizo sausage, tomato, black olives, mush-
rooms & cheddar.....$13.50
VEGETABLE OMELETTE
Egg whites only, fresh spinach, tomatoes & 
mushrooms. Topped with Jack cheese, avoca-
do & sprouts.....$15.00
GARDEN OMELETTE  - Broccoli, carrots & 
cauliflower 
with Jack cheese.....$13.00
SMOKED SALMON OMELETTE - Smoked Salm-
on, tomatoes & scallion. Topped with avocado, 
sour cream on the side.....$17.00
SEAFOOD OMELETTE - Bay Shrimp, Crab, Green 
Onion, Mushrooms & Jack cheese topped with 
Hollandaise sauce.....$17.50

GREEK OMELETTE - Sauteed spinach, tomato, 
black olives and Feta cheese....$14.00
TRADITIONAL BENEDICT - with ham.....$13.50
BENEDICT SUPREME - with eggplant, aspara-
gus, tomato..$14.50
COUNTRY BENEDICT - Patty sausage w/ coun-
try gravy.$15.00
VEGETABLE  BENEDICT - Avocado & sliced 
tomato.$14.00

CRAB BENEDICT - Fresh crab.....$18.00
LOX BENEDICT - Smoked salmon, asparagus & 
goat cheese..$16.00
GREEK BENEDICT - Sauteed spinach, tomato, 
black olives and Feta cheese.......$13.50
*BENEDICTS ARE SERVED WITH YOUR CHOICE 
OF HOME FRIES, SLICED TOMATO OR COTTAGE 
CHEESE.
Pan San – 2 Buttermilk cakes w/2 eggs & 
choose bacon, ham or sausage... $14.00
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Now serving breakfast and lunch. 
inside or patio dining with full menu! 

1188 Los Osos Valley Rd., Los Osos • (805) 528-5711

CREDIT CARDS 
ACCEPTED 

breakfast all day and fresh squeezed orange juice.
we are waiting to serve you again... 

Mon-Tues-Thur- fri. 8-1 • Sat & Sun 7:30-1:30

Follow Cat Noir CC on Facebook for daily photos and 
read the blog at CatNoirCC.com.

Every Color Deserves a Forever Home
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assistance. If a person doesn’t answer, they send someone 
to check on them.

It’s been in place for many years and is now part of 
the City’s “Morro Bay Cares” program, assisting citizens 
dealing with the pandemic’s shelter-at-home orders. Chief 
Knuckles says, “We started this program on the first day 
to take care of our vulnerable populations.” RUOK has 
expanded to include a library book swap for people who’ve 
run out of reading materials, and helping keep vet appoint-
ments for family pets.

Chief Knuckles explains that they’re now running 
errands for people, too, like picking up prescriptions, gro-
ceries and other essentials. RUOK calls go out daily from 
9-11 a.m.

Chief Knuckles explains that with social distancing, 
the team for the “Pandemic 2020 Morro Bay EOC,” as 
they are referring to the organized response, they don’t 
have a physical operations center, so the command staff 
meets virtually. 

Out of that daily meeting comes a roster of who’s avail-
able that day, breaking them into groups of City employees 
covering different aspects of the plan. 

For example, at the top is an Incident Command Staff 
comprised of the city manager, fire and police chiefs, a 
safety officer, and information officer. 

Between the sections and divisions in the daily plan, 
there are 28 people staffing the EOC — city employees and 
volunteers — and they have some 87 volunteers in a “Vol-
unteer Organization Assisting in Disasters” or VOAD. 

“That’s a federal term,” Chief Knuckles says. “They go 
grocery shopping for people and the Rotary Club is han-
dling the prescriptions.” VOAD is also working with Meals 
on Wheels delivering meals.

Picking up someone else’s prescriptions had to be 
coordinated between the local pharmacies, VOAD and 
patients. Former interim city manager, Martin Lomeli and 
wife Roni, Chief Knuckles says, led the VOAD program 
for 9 weeks and recreation director Kirk Carmichael is now 
heading that up.

The EOC was organized and staffed in anticipation of 
there being a local outbreak but Morro Bay to date has only 
had six confirmed cases and has no active cases right now. 
“Today we have zero people sick,” the chief says, “I think 
that’s a good testament to their [residents] good behavior 
and isolation.”

His crews have had to change how they handle calls, 
the vast majority of which are medical emergencies.

Fire departments have worn protective masks and 
gloves for decades, and the big change under COVID-19 
has one member going in to check with residents as to the 
nature of the emergency, and if the person has a respirato-
ry ailment, they back out, put on a sterile gown and goggles 
before treating the patient. And any piece of equipment 
they bring inside a house must be sterilized.

With the city’s businesses now being allowed to 
open up again and the shutdown beginning to ease, Chief 
Knuckles says they will keep the EOC up and running at 
least until Phase 2 of the Governor’s reopening plan is over. 

He defends the measures that have been taken to stop 
the spread, saying that if the County had done nothing, we 
could have had thousands more cases.

He’s planning for a return of the virus in the fall, too. 
“We are surrounded by counties that are the worst in 
California,” he says of the places where most of our tourists 
live. “They come from counties inundated with COVID, 
like Tulare County. That’s why the Governor’s Office 
delayed our Stage 2 opening. The Governor was worried 
for us.”

And when a vaccine is finally available, he wants to 
organize a vaccination event, where the fire department 
would oversee mass inoculations of residents, perhaps 
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Officials said they are addressing the immediate short-
fall while continuing to analyze the situation to prepare 
for a multi-year impact. So what are they actually doing to 
head off this oncoming train wreck? 

“The County has instituted a hiring freeze and is scru-
tinizing all discretionary spending. The Board of Supervi-
sors will be asked to provide direction on other immediate 
and longer-term actions to balance the County’s budget.”

The Supervisors will get their first look at the budget 
at special meetings set for Monday-Wednesday, June 8-10 
at the County Government Center. Of course the Corona-
virus shutdown means the hearings will be online affairs. 

Readers who want to tune in and maybe even make 
public comments — still limited to 3 minutes — will have 
to navigate the County’s online instructions and links at: 
www.slocounty.ca.gov/Departments/Board-of-Supervi-
sors/Board-Meetings,-Agendas-and-Minutes.aspx. 

Or readers can submit their comments by calling 
(805) 321-0555 at the start of the meeting or just before 
the item you are interested in comes up. You will hear the 
meeting being streamed over the phone while you are on 
hold waiting for your turn to speak. A staff member will 
come on the phone and place you in the lineup according 
to the item(s) you wish to address. 

A busy signal means there are too many others ahead 
of you in the queue and you’ll just have to keep calling back 
until you get through, much like a radio station’s call-in 
prize giveaways.

You could also call (805) 788-6638 and leave a voice 
mail message. They want your name (spelled out), the 
agenda item you wish to address and then leave your com-
ment. Again, you only have 3 minutes including the time it 
takes to state and spell your name. Limit each voicemail to 
one topic and if you have multiple topics you’ll have to call 
back again and again.

Voice mail comments must be received by the Clerk of 
the Board no later than 9 a.m. the morning of the meeting. 
And while not all comments will be played aloud at the 
meeting, the County promises to include all comments in 
the official record.

And of course one can email or snail-mail comments 
to the board. Email comments to: ad_board_clerk@co.slo.
ca.us. Mail comments to: Clerk of the Board of Super-
visors, 1055 Monterey St. D430, San Luis Obispo, CA 
93408. One must do this days ahead of time to get deliv-
ered to the meeting on time.

And the County isn’t the only local government being 
forced to bridge multi-million dollar chasms. The City of 
Morro Bay also has a financial cliff on its horizon. 

Calling the expected revenue shortfalls “staggering,” 
the City Council and administration are expecting to face 
tax shortfalls of $2 million to $3M in the last quarter of the 

current fiscal year (2019/20), roughly 14% to 20% of the 
annual General Fund, according to the City’s recovery plan 
dubbed “Rock Solid Together.”

The anticipated shortfall for FY 2020/21 is $4M to 
$5M, or about 27% to 34% of the general fund, according 
to City Manager Scott Collins’ report to the City Council.

The Harbor Department “anticipates approximately 
$200,000 losses in harbor revenues through the remainder 
of the FY 2019/20, with an additional cash flow impact of 
up to $110,000 in deferred monthly rent revenues in the 
Harbor Fund.”

“Rock Solid Together,” City Manager Collins said, “is 
built on the foundation that the City wishes to retain local 
control over core, essential government services. 

“With this foundation, Rock Solid Together is 
comprehensive and attempts to assist the local business 
community where feasible and administer fiscal first aide 
to City finances in light of the significant economic wound 
inflicted by the pandemic.”

Saving police and fire department jobs has been noted 
as the main goals of the City, something that is contrary to 
Gov. Newsom’s recent comments that police and firefight-
ers would be among the first public employees to get laid 
off. His prediction apparently doesn’t jibe with what local 
officials want.

The County last week got permission from Gov. New-
som to start opening up, including allowing hair salons and 
barber shops to reopen, and restaurants to reopen dining 
rooms — albeit with just 50% capacity — and motels and 
hotels can now book up to 50% capacity as well.

These loosening of the virus’ grip on society come 
along with the reopening of the Morro Bay boat launch 
ramp and Morro Rock parking lot. 

In an effort to actually discourage tourism, the County 
spent nearly $10,000 on a social media campaign targeting 
people in the Central Valley, Bay Area and Los Angeles to 
discourage them from coming to the Coast. 

The City canceled its contract with the tourism mar-
keting firm Mental Marketing, and even closed its visitor’s 
center in April, ending the contract with the Chamber of 
Commerce to run that facility.

So while a resumption of tourism would seem to be 
the economic vaccine both the County and City need to 
rebound, they continue to discourage visitors from coming 
here.

SLO County has a special website with COVID-19 
information, see: ReadySLO.org or call their Public Health 
Information hotline, at: (805) 788-2903.

And the City of Morro Bay also has a website with 
COVID-19 information, see: www.morrobayca.gov/
covid19 and there’s also a COVID-19 hotline manned by 
City staffers and volunteers, call (805) 772-6278.

Shortfall From page 1

805-528-1017 
989 Los osos Valley Rd Los Osos, 

Mon. - Fri. 9:00-6:00 •  Sat. 10:00-5:00
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Award winning Pharmacy and Gift Store

Rated one of the TOP 100 
gift stores in the 

USA –Present Magazine

1,000 or more at a time. 
The plan, he says, is for Morro Bay to be the point of 

vaccine distribution for all the North Coast towns. He’s 
looking for a suitable location, as he doesn’t want to lift the 
lockdown order on the firehouse. 

“We’re planning for future vaccinations for COVID 
and influenza too; a full assembly line with public health 
people, healthcare workers, paramedics.” 

To learn about the City’s COVID-19 response and 
assistance programs available to citizens and businesses, 
see: www.morrobayca.gov/covid19.

The chief is keeping a cool head amid the craziness of 
the pandemic. “I always say you can’t stress over things you 
can’t control. You can only do the best with what you’re 
given. 

“We’ve been training for this for 10 years.”

On line and Print
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Your Central Coast California 
Real Estate Connection

Since 1978!

(805) 528-1133 or toll free (800) 540-0229
1330 Van Beurden Drive, Suite 101,  Los Osos

www.bayososbrokers.com

Leon Van Beurden
DRE # 00646313

Homes For Sale

Bay Osos/Budget Mini Storage

1250 2nd St.
1/1 - $1,200

651 Los Osos Valley Rd
1/1 - $1,300

1920 8th
2/1 - $1,600

1908 7th
2/2 - $2,150

1101 Nipomo
2/1 w/Garage- $1,650

640 Johnson
1/1 - $1,150

1409 Longbranch
2/2 - $1,645

 - Arroyo Grande - 

New Electronic Gates
Don’t Stuff It - Store It!

Park Your Car in Your Garage
One Month Rent FREE
Up to 10% Discount

Best Rates & Free Locks

BUDGET STORAGE MAY SPECIAL - LARGE 11X24 UNITS 
$200.00 /month/ one year contract/ save $ 1,140.00!

For Rent

“ Turn- Key” This home had a recent Major Custom High End Remod-
el!  Including Kitchen, Bathrooms , appliances and flooring, Newer roof, 
windows, garage doors and a large covered rear deck providing year around 
outdoor living space. The front and year yards have Custom high hard-
scapes including a shed, paths, fire pit and a hot tub.
Priced to sell at $ 695,000.00

Price + Location = Big Value: Two Spacious Custom-Crafted Bay & Ocean View 
Homes at 706 & 726 Marina Street nestled on one lot in the desirable Heights area 
of Morro Bay. Options abound with identical 3-bedroom/3-bath/1,739 square foot 
floor plans, Art galleries, restaurants, theater, state park, golf, tennis, kayaking, 
beach, and hiking trails close by. Great primary residence and/or 2nd home with 
rental income, or reinvestment 1031 exchange.

 - Morro Bay -  - Cambria - 

 - Los Osos -  - San Luis Obispo - 

Congratulations Morro Bay


