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Class of 2020 Graduation Canceled—Again

By Theresa-Marie Wilson

Class of 2020 students Aly Sullivan and Riley McConnell during the drive-through celebration in June at Morro Bay High School.
At the time a formal graduation ceremony was in the works for August—it has been canceled. Photo by Shari Sullivan

his year instead of walking across the stage in front of

family and friends to receive their diplomas, the 165
graduating seniors at Morro Bay High School will walk to
their mailbox.

For the second time this year, commencement cer-
emonies for the class of 2020 were canceled due to the
coronavirus.

On July 23 an email was sent to parents delivering the
disappointing news that a formal graduation ceremony
planned for early August was not going to happen.

“Increased cases, placement on the California Public
Health Watch List, and common sense tells us that we
cannot host the event that our students want; a ceremony
across a stage in their football stadium with families cheer-
ing on,” read the letter from by Kyle Pruitt, principal at
MBHS. “We know that all of you hope that we can host an
in-person ceremony, but we have to accept that an August
graduation ceremony is not safe given the state and local
pandemic mandates.”

School campuses and in-person classes were closed

One-Way Embarcadero
Hits Dead End

By Neil Farrell

hanging the Morro Bay Embarcadero

into a 1-way street has hit a dead end
and will not see a major change to the traf-
fic flow, at least for now.

The City Council had approved turn-
ing the Embarcadero into a 1-way street
going north between Marina and Harbor
Streets.

The change was designed to allow for
more social distancing, as much of the side-
walks through what is considered the heart
of the Embarcadero are fairly narrow and
don’t allow for much social distancing.

And with the new orders from the
Governor calling for everyone to wear a
mask wherever people have to crowd to-
gether, the pressure to force social distanc-

street was less helpful than originally

in March throughout the San Luis Coastal Unified School
District in the hopes of slowing the pandemic.

In June seniors said goodbye to what is now their alma
mater with a drive-through celebration. Students posed for
photos and waved exuberantly to classmates, teachers and
administrators believing that they would soon walk across
the stage in a traditional ceremony in the school’s football
stadium.

The school’s announcement came on the same day
SLO County reported the highest number of COVID-19
cases in one day since the pandemic began.

“Unfortunately, the past few weeks have shown that
San Luis Obispo County is not immune to the climb in
coronavirus cases and deaths,” the letter continued. “While
our scale is smaller, we cannot ignore the fact that our State
and local government are doing what they can to keep us
safe while managing to keep hospital beds available for
those who fall victim to the virus. Our goal is the same, to
keep you safe and healthy.”

Canceled Continued on page 14
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City to Ask for
Sales Tax Hike

By Neil Farrell
‘ ‘ Tith its budget in tatters due to the coronavirus

pandemic response and near complete closure of the
local economy, the Morro Bay City Council will ask voters
to raise their taxes in November and rescue the City.

The Council voted unanimously July 14 to place a
1-percent (1¢ on every dollar) local sales tax hike on the
November Presidential Election ballot.

The City said in a news release that the tax increase
was to “address community-identified local recovery and
emergency preparedness priorities.”

Translated that means the City is trying to soften the
blow dealt when it — following orders from the Governor
and County Health Department — shut down all non-es-
sential businesses starting Friday, March 20.

Virus Closures Hit Hard

The list of closed businesses under the Governor’s
orders included restaurants, of which Morro Bay has nearly
50, constituting a large share of the City’s economy.

Retail stores, hair salons, day spas, massage and tattoo
parlors, and barbershops, among others, were also ordered
closed by the City, bringing the local economy to a near
standstill for about 4 months.

Businesses were allowed to open for a few weeks from
mid-June into July under social distancing and cleanliness
guidelines.

The virus response included so-called “shelter-at-
home” orders, and the one-two punch hit the City’s financ-
es like a Mike Tyson uppercut to the chin.

And just when it seemed the economy would rise up
off the canvas, the Governor again shut down businesses in-
cluding bars and restaurants (for indoor dining), on July 16,
after the State saw a rise in COVID-19 cases, the disease
caused by coronavirus.

SLO County also saw a rise in cases and deaths, but to-
tal cases in Morro Bay remains small, 17 as of July 21. (For
the current SLO County numbers, see: www.emergencys-
lo.org/en/positive-case-details)

Revenues In Free Fall

The City has been scrambling to address the huge

drop in taxes, especially transient occupancy taxes (TOT)

Voting Continued on page 14

Dog Coffee Bar:

A COVID-19 Hope & Survival Story

By Judy Salamacha

alifornia’s Governor

Newsom had just an-
nounced all non-essential
businesses should close. Mor-
ro Bay would not escape a
worldwide pandemic’s attack
on small-town America’s
economy. Businesses were
shuttered, public events and
previously planned family
gatherings were canceled.
Only take-out was allowed if a
restaurant chose to stay open.

Saturday, March 21,
2020 will be remembered as a

day to both celebrate and com-|"

miserate for Top Dog Coffee

ing has deflated somewhat.

The idea was to eliminate on-street
parking and parking in street ends, elimi-
nating some 97 parking spaces, dropping to
a 1-lane road, and use the parking area on
the east side of the street for a commercial
loading zone.

The west side would be open for
restaurants to put outdoor dining and retail
shops to put merchandise on the street and
allow pedestrians to spread out a bit.

“With regard to the Embarcadero
closure,” City Manager Scott Collins told
Estero Bay News, “we are postponing mov-
ing forward with it for now.”

It turned out that changing to a 1-way

thought.

“I reached out to most businesses in
the proposed closure area to discuss the
program and get their input on things
like trash pickup, deliveries and parking
concerns,” Collins said. “With rare excep-
tion, all the businesses I talked to said they
would not use the street for outdoor dining
or retail. That is because they have found
more conducive outdoor space for those
activities.”

The Governor’s orders made the
change moot. “Further,” Collins said, “the
Council provided direction to staff to move
forward with this closure prior to the State
mask order going into effect. Now that

One-Way Continued on page 15

Bar’s co-owners, Pat Bietz and
Suzanne Maury and their em-
ployees. The couple planned
to surprise their family-friend
and barista, Mike Nelson, on
his birthday. Joyful festivi-
ties, however, were followed
by an impromptu employee
meeting.

“I remember Suzanne
was giving food away — crying because they
had never laid off employees before after
fourteen years in business,” said Mike. “As
she said goodbye, I took Pat aside and said
it didn’t make sense. They should sell off
what they had just stocked.”

Mike Nelson, Lindi Woods and Elizabeth Denny Sanitizing during
Covid at Top Dog Coffee Bar. Photo by Suzanne Maury

Pat and Suzanne had traded their fast-
paced lives in Southern California to pur-
chase SLO County ranch-land. Pat “trained
with one of Saucelito’s best roasters” before
they opened a coffee-based business on
Main Street, in the heart of downtown
Morro Bay. Dog-friendly, it became a go-to

Top Dog Continued on page 15
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News
Be a Face Mask Hero

Be A Morro Bay Face Mask Hero
Cover Your Face!

X not th Bero we

" handana paed right aow

w' cloth er
paper mask

IF YOU'RE SAFE, WE'RE SAFE TOO!

#ROCKSOLIDTOGETH ER

ave you dreamed of being a modern day superhero,

but the lack of phone booths to change into your
costume has left you without a way to save the world? Now
is your chance to make a difference.

Given the statewide mask order and the importance
of wearing masks to combat the spread of COVID-19, the
City of Morro Bay is launching the “Be a Face Mask Hero”
campaign.

The campaign encourages residents and visitors to be a
hero by wearing face mask coverings in Morro Bay.

“Wearing a mask demonstrates kindness, humility, and
respect for others by helping to protect one another and be
part of the solution,” a city press release states. “The City
of Morro Bay remains committed to the health and safety of
our community as the main priority and focus during these
times and we want to encourage those visiting our commu-
nity to help keep everyone safe in a positive, fun manner.”

City public safety staff will hand out stickers and other
swag items to visitors and residents that they see wearing
a face covering and thanking them for being a hero in our
community.

The City hopes this fun campaign will encourage
greater mask wearing but may issue warnings or citations to
those who refuse to do their part.

For more information, contact Public Information
Officer Jennifer Callaway at 805-772-6217.

Another covid-19 Death
Reported;
Closures Resume

By Neil Farrell

San Luis Obispo County has taken a step back in its
response to the coronavirus pandemic, as an eighth local
person dies and the County is once again ordered by the
Governor to shut businesses.

The County Health Department on July 23 announced
the eighth person to die of the virus, an octogenarian with
underlying medical conditions, who was discharged from a
long-term care facility with an outbreak and was hospital-
ized for three days before dying.

That death came just two days after a seventh person
died of COVID-19. That person was also in their 80s,
lived in a North County nursing home and had underlying
medical issues. (Editor’s note: The number of deaths as of press
time is now 11.)

“We are seeing an uptick in cases in congregate settings
such as skilled nursing facilities in SLO County and we
need everyone to do their part to help slow the spread of
this disease,” said County Health Officer Dr. Penny Boren-
stein.

According to the County, “Medical research shows that
while COVID-19 has flu-like symptoms, it is more conta-
gious than the flu among most populations and age groups.

“Older adults, individuals with health conditions, and
people living in congregate settings [including residential

care facilities] are at higher risk from COVID-19. While
risk increases with age among adults, younger adults and
those without chronic health conditions have also faced

serious illness and-19 hospitalization.”

With COVID numbers climbing, the entire county
was placed under the Governor’s watch list, which led to
the closure of certain businesses, just as they were getting
into a groove of restricted re-openings.

The closure list includes fitness centers, churches,
many offices, personal care services (nail salons, massage
and tattoo parlors, estheticians, and facial services), hair
salons and barbershops, and indoor malls. And for the first
time “indoor protest” was included.

On July 13, bars, breweries, pubs, and brewpubs were
ordered to close indoor and outdoor operations, unless they
are offering meals in an outdoor setting, and can comply
with previously issued guidelines.

On July 22, a fourth inmate at the County Jail tested
positive for the virus. According to a Sheriff’s spokesman,
the inmate started showing symptoms July 21 and was
isolated. A test confirmed the infection. Also, three correc-
tional deputies and one patrol deputy have tested positive
for the virus.

All are recovering, according to the Sheriff’ Office. All
inmates housed in the affected jail units are being tested
and monitored for symptoms.

“Ensuring the health and safety of our inmates is a top
priority,” Sheriff Ian Parkinson said. “We have instituted a
number of measures to not only keep our inmates safe but
everyone who works in the Jail.”

And with the virus still spreading, the County has ex-
panded its “safe parking program” at the homeless services
shelter on Prado Road in San Luis Obispo.

“This program offers an added opportunity to work
towards economic self-sufficiency, while having a safe lo-
cation to park,” said County Administrative Officer, Wade
Horton. “We have a great relationship with CAPSLO and
the city and are glad that together we could find a solution
to help keep these individuals safe as we deal with the
effects of COVID-19.”

County Supervisor Chairwoman, Dist. 4 Supervisor
Lynn Compton released an update to the community.
Compton said, “As a reminder, our mission wasn’t to stop
the spread of this disease, it was to manage it so that we had
the health care capacity to take care of those who are or
would become sick.”

She explained that the county has some 396 regular
hospital beds and 53 intensive care unit beds. Plus, they
built an “Alternative Care Facility” or overflow hospital at
Cal Poly that initially could handle 165 cases, but could
be expanded to treat over 900. However, the $4.5 million
facility has yet to treat a patient.

“We are currently operating the ACS on a ‘stand by’
status,” Compton said. “Recent modeling has determined
that 164 ACS beds could be needed in a worst case scenar-
io. That is down from the original estimates of potentially
900 beds being needed. Additionally, we signed a mutual
aid agreement with Santa Barbara County for the ACS. If
Santa Barbara County’s needs for beds exceed their capaci-
ty, we have agreed to work with them.”

The pandemic has so far not hit SLO County too hard.
“Overall,” Compton said, “our deaths are still low in num-
bers compared to other counties in California. We have had
outbreaks in congregate care facilities; and we are actively
trying to identify the first of such cases in each facility as
quickly as possible. Once we identify one or more cases, we
do aggressive testing of all the staff and all the residents.”

She added that at least 15 care facilities have had out-
breaks and the County Health Department is working with
them to improve their infection controls.

The County’s COVID case numbers surpassed 100
per 100,000 residents, which was the State’s threshold for
landing on the Governor’s “watch list” that triggered the
re-closures of businesses. Compton said they have no idea
when they might be taken off the list.

“The goal of every County,” she said, “is to bring down
the number of new cases on a daily basis. Please continue

to do all things that we have recommended in the past such
as wearing masks indoors or where there are a lot of people
around you, staying home when you are sick, keeping a safe
distance from others, hand washing, keep to your own fam-
ily units, sanitizing surfaces, covering your cough, sneezes,

and staying close to home.” And, the Governor’s statewide

stay-at-home order is still in place, she added.

Compton said they are doing “approximately 300 tests
a day at our community sites, plus pop up sites that move
throughout the county. We are meeting our testing metric
[over 425/day] and going beyond that. We have been steady
on that metric for the past couple of weeks.”

Because demand is high, they want to narrow the
people who get tested. “We do have more of a demand at
these clinics right now,” Compton said, “so we are asking
for people at a lower risk of the disease, without symptoms,
to give their spot to vulnerable person in a high-risk setting
or with symptoms as things have tightened up here.”

For updates on COVID-19 in SLO County, see:
ReadySLO.org or call the recorded Public Health Infor-
mation Line at (805) 788-2903. A staffed phone assistance
center at (805) 543-2444 is available Mondays-Fridays,
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. to answer questions related to

COVID-19.

Correction

story in the last edition concerning an Aug. 11
hearing for sewer charges in the Monarch Grove
Subdivision in Los Osos misinterpreted the intent of the

hearing.

A previous Proposition 218 process that the
community underwent in April also included Monarch
Grove, which hooked up to the community sewer system
just last year.

There will not be a Prop. 218 process for Monarch
Grove on these sewer charges.

The hearing in question is to authorize the Coun-
ty to attach sewer charges out of Monarch Grove onto
property tax bills, “to facilitate collections,” according to
the County staff report.

Property owners in Monarch Grove are free to pro-
test their sewer bills if should they feel so inclined, but
the Aug. 11 hearing will not be a Prop. 218 protest vote
as we reported.
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Dead Man in Street
|dentified

Morro Bay Police have identified a man found dead in
the middle of the street in front of the Harbor Street
Firehouse.

To recap, police were called to the intersection of Har-
bor and Piney Way at 2:53 a.m. Monday, July 13 for a report
of a man lying in the street.

According to MBPD Cmdr. Amy Watkins when police
and firefighters found the man he was already dead.

Cmdr. Watkins said the man was identified as Matthew
Martin Gardiner, 31. Gardiner’s body showed no signs of
foul play and an autopsy was performed July 16.

“The deceased displayed underlying health issues,”
Cmdr. Watkins said, “complicated by detected substance
use.”

Gardiner is the second dead person to be found in
Morro Bay in the past year. Back in June 2019, Caltrans
workers doing routine maintenance along the Hwy 1/
Morro Bay Boulevard exit discovered a human skull. The
rest of the person’s remains were found near a homeless
encampment.

Coroner’s investigators determined the remains were
that of Gregory Paul Schweickert, 70, described as a home-
less man whose last known address was in Tucson, Ariz.,
according to the Sheriff’s Office.

Sheriff’s spokesman Tony Cipolla said the Coroner’s
Office had the remains examined by a forensic anthropol-
ogist but the cause of death was undetermined due to the
length of time the remains were at the location.

The last known contact with Schweickert, Cipolla said,
was in 2016 with the Morro Bay Police Department. So, it’s
believed that Schweickert’s body may have been at the loca-
tion for 3 years. Cipolla said there is no evidence Schweick-
ert was connected with the nearby homeless encampment.

“Based on the investigation,” Cipolla said, “there is no
evidence of a traumatic injury nor significant disease.”

Two Men Arrested in
Assault Cases

By Neil Farrell

orro Bay Police recently arrested two men — one a
local and the other an out-of-towner — in separate,
violent incidents.

In the first case, police responded to the 1100 block of
Embarcadero at 9:55 p.m. on Friday, July 10 for a report of
an assault.

According to police, the male victim said he was

Bayside afe

Serving Morro Bay, Los (o sos__ eafor.over 30 years:

Open daily at 11:00am, serving lunch until 3:00pm.
Dinner available Thursday/Sunday until 8:30 and Friday/Saturday until 9:00pm.

10 State Park Road, Morro Bay. Phone 805-772-1465
for questions or “take out”. ¢ Visit our Menu at Baysidecafe.com

Casual atmosphere, patio and inside seating
with views of the back bay.

Come experience what the locals love about this hidden gem.

Kevin Lee Hicks
“struck in the face with a metal sign” by another man.

“The investigation revealed the victim was disposing of

trash in a dumpster, while the suspect was digging through
another trashcan receptacle nearby,” police said in a news
release. “The victim and suspect became involved in a
verbal argument. The victim walked away, at which time
the suspect removed a metal sign from a trash receptacle,
approached the victim from behind, and struck the victim
on the side of the face, severely cutting the victim’s ear.”

The suspect fled but was located nearby and arrested.
Kevin Lee Hicks, 48 of Morro Bay was charged with suspi-
cion of assault with a deadly weapon, mayhem, possession
of illegal drugs and bench warrants.

In the second incident, police
responded at 12:14 p.m. Sunday,
July 12 to the Mobile Gas Station
at 911 Morro Bay Blvd., for a
report of another assault.

Police said in a news release,
“On scene, officers determined
that the suspect entered the store
intoxicated and confronted the
store clerk about her relationship
status.”

The inebriated man crossed
the line. “The suspect walked
around the cashier counter and re-
moved the victim’s phone from her waistband,” police said.

That invasion sparked a “verbal altercation” when an-
other store employee interceded. The suspect then report-
edly assaulted the male employee and ended up striking
both employees.

“The victims and the suspect all sustained injuries be-
cause of the physical altercation,” police said. The suspect,
identified as Andrew Robert Bergfalk, 21 of San Diego, was
arrested and booked into County Jail for suspicion of grand
theft, battery, and drunk and disorderly conduct, police
said.

Both of these incidents are being investigated and
police ask anyone with information to call MBPD at (805)
772-6225 or Crime Stoppers at (805) 549-STOP.

Andrew Robert Bergfalk

Hung Up On Hang
Glider Hill

R

n unidentified hang glider recently had to be rescued

by Cal Fire after crashing in rugged terrain on the flank
of Hang Glider Hill in Cayucos.

According to Cal Fire/SLO County Fire Public Infor-
mation Officer, Capt. Adam Orozco, the fire department
got a 9-1-1 call at about 12:21 p.m. Sunday, July 19 of a
crash landing on the hillside.

“Cal Fire SLO responded along with H70 [a High-
way Patrol helicopter] to rescue the patient who sustained
moderate injuries,” Capt. Orozco said. “H70 hoisted the
patient off the hill and the patient was transported to a local
hospital.”

Russel Taylor, who lives below the popular hill where
hang gliding enthusiasts have been launching for many
years, soaring over the coastline and landing on the bluff
above Dog Beach, said it wasn’t a great day for hang gliding,
as there wasn’t a breeze, though it was good weather for a
helicopter rescue.

He said the hill is problematic. There is a lot of illegal
permanent camping and campfires on the hill, and parties
that leave a lot of trash about. In winter, vehicles get stuck
in mud and abandoned, and have to be towed out, and
there’s even been a rollover accident where someone died.

“Hang Glider Hill is sort of the Wild West,” Taylor
told Estero Bay News. “A lot of them crash.”

He added that neighbors keep an eye on the goings on
and have reported many times to the County. The local
citizens advisory council “has hang-glider-hill as a perma-
nent agenda item. The Cayucos Conservancy repeatedly
posts ‘No Trespassing’ signs up there, which are routinely
removed.”
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Fire Destroys Deck;
House Saved

Morro Bay firefighters battled a fire on a deck at a home
in the Heights neighborhood, stopping it from spread-
ing to the house.

According to the MBFD, they got a report of a struc-
ture fire at 5:56 p.m. Sunday, July 19 in the 200 block of
Kern Ave.

The fire turned out to be on a rear deck and had spread
to an outbuilding. The fire was extinguished at 6:03.

“The fire destroyed the deck and a separate small
building,” Fire Chief Steve Knuckles said. “The residence
did have heat damage but did not burn into the integrity of
the home.”

The fire department sent an engine and ladder truck to
the scene and called in assistance from Cal Fire.

The fire caused about $40,000 in damages and Chief
Knuckles said the saved house was valued at $350,000.

The investigation as to cause was continuing, but Chief
Knuckles said it was “electrical in nature.”

In the photo, firefighters pour water on the smoldering
deck. Photo courtesy MBFD

Skimmers Found at
Morro Bay Station

Morro Bay Police are investigating a number of nefarious
credit card skimmers found by a County inspector on
a local gas station’s pumps.

According to Morro Bay police at 4:50 p.m. Thursday,
July 23 they were contacted by a San Luis Obispo County
Weights & Measures employee who discovered an unautho-
rized credit card skimming device at the Sinclair gas station.
Weights & Measures is a division of the County Agriculture
Commissioner’s Office.

In all, eight skimmers were found on the station’s
pumps. Sinclair is located at 940 Morro Bay Blvd.

Police checked the pumps at every other gas station in
town but reportedly didn’t find any others.

Skimmers are electronic devices that capture and
record the personal information of anyone who uses the
reader. They are most often placed on ATMs and gas
pumps. There was no word on how long the skimmers may
have been in place or if any people have had their identities
stolen.

Police are asking anyone with information about the
case to contact Det. Marcos at (805) 772-6229 or SLO
County Crime Stoppers at (805) 549-STOP.
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Vietham Warship Docked At South T-pier

Story and photos by Neil Farrell

-
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b2 Hapia, PTF-26 enginemsan 19761880

famous Vietnam veteran has been tied up to Morro

Bay’s South T-pier for several weeks now, getting
ready for a trip through the Panama Canal and the Carib-
bean Sea, and up the Mississippi River System to a new
home in Kentucky.

Morro Bay’s Larry Newland has been watching over
the PTF-26 (short for “Patrol Torpedo Fast” boat) for the
owners, the Seaman’s Church Institute (SCI) in Paducah,
Ken.

“This is similar to the more famous PT boats of World
War II,” explains Newland while standing on the wide,
rear deck of the Navy war ship. There was only 26 of these
made and this was the last one, number 26, he adds.

It’s also one of only four that were made with alumi-
num hulls — the other 22 were wood — and it’s the last
PTF boat still afloat anywhere in the world, making it not
only historically valuable but also exceedingly rare.

“In 1960-62,” Newland says, “the Navy needed a
smaller boat, something like the PT boats from World War
2.

The PT boats were made famous by then-Lt. John F.
Kennedy, who commanded PT-109 in the South Pacific
during the war, for which he gained fame and rode it to the
Presidency.

The PTF-26 (short for “Patrol Torpedo Fast”
is tied up to Morro Bay’s South T-pier.

Most of the PT boats were stripped and burned in Ma-
nila Bay after the war, Newland says, and only two or three
PT boats survived. With the Vietnam War just gearing up,
the Navy needed a new, fast attack boat.

“The U.S. Navy went to the Norwegians, who had
these ‘Nasty’ class boats,” Newland says. “The Norwegians
have a small boat navy not a big draft navy, there’s no cruis-
ers or battleships. They have a lot of what’s called ‘littoral’
or close-to-shore boats. The Navy was interested in the
Nasty [Tjeld in Swedish] class boats, which were 80 to 85-
foot wooden boats that looked a lot like the PT boats.”

Several other countries had the vessels in their Naval
fleets, including Germany, England and Turkey.

The U.S. initially ordered a dozen of the Nasty boats
from Norway and then got a license to build them here
in the U.S. down in New Orleans. They traded out the
engines for more powerful Napier Deltic diesel motors that
were used for gunboats, tanks, trains and big trucks, and
were made in Britain. Each Napier Deltic engine produced
3,100-horse power, enough to make the boat hydroplane
when it got up to speed, 40 knots with a top speed of 51
knots.

Those engines have since been replaced with twin
Detroit 1671 engines (a 16-cylinder block each at 71 cubic
centimeters). She also carried 3,000 gallons of fuel.

The boat carried a crew of 19 and the sleeping quarters
below decks hint at what must have been tough duty aboard
the gunboat. Narrow halls, tiny rooms and short water tight
doors give the impression that anyone doing duty on one of
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these boats would best be short and skinny.

The bunks are stacked three high, the galley was a tiny
space and the heat, even on a cool Morro Bay summer day,
could easily become unbearable.

“This was built for 18 to 20-year olds,” Newland says,
while cautioning a reporter to watch himself. “There’s a lot
to bang your head on down here.”

“In 1968,” Newlands says, “this boat was made. It was
the last one made and was sent to Da Nang.”

The PTF-26 spent about a year in Vietnam, ferrying
Special Forces troops into shore, and first softening up the
enemy with its various canons and machine guns.

“This wasn’t a rescue boat,” Newlands explains. “This
was a go-get-them boat.”

The Navy made other changes to the design including
lengthening the hulls to 95 feet, beefing up the engines and
generators and arming them, heavily.

The PTF-26 still has its 40mm Bofours cannon (now
inoperable) mounted on the rear deck. When in action, she
had twin .50-caliber Browning machine guns mounted one
on each side, and a 20mm Oerlikon anti-aircraft gun mount-
ed on the fore deck. She was truly a war machine. The big
gun weighs 4,000 pounds.

“Bofours is a Swedish-German company,” Newlands
explains, “that’s been making cannons since the 1600s.”
The Morro Bay Maritime Museum has a whale harpoon

cannon on display that was made by the same company.
“They are still used today by modern Navies.”

After its brief service, the boat went to San Diego and
then to Point Hueneme. In 1986, the Navy surplused the
boat and sold it to the Liberty Maritime Museum and it
became a training vessel for the local Sea Scouts.

The Liberty Maritime Museum is in the Sacrament
Delta, so the boat’s been in fresh water since the mid-
1980s. Now the boat belongs to the Seaman’s Church
Institute.

Newland says the SCI folks are slated to come to town
Aug. 6 and get the boat ready for a trip down to Ensenada
where it will go into dry dock for repairs.

“It’s a 52-year-old boat,” Newland says. “It needs a lot
of work.” There it will be loaded onto an ocean-going cargo
ship for a trip through the Panama Canal and the Caribbe-
an Sea to Louisiana at great cost. Newland says it costs over
$80,000 to ship a vessel by cargo carrier from Ensenada to
Miami, which is how most of the large yachts and sailboats
get from one side of the hemisphere to the other.

From there it will be side-tied to a tugboat and ferried
up the Mississippi River system and up the Ohio River to
Kentucky. “The Seaman’s Church Institute is a benevolent
support group, a religious organization for Navy, Merchant
Marines and mariners. This will be parked there and be a
museum piece and training vessel. Chaplains will get boat

News Briefs

Warship Continued on page 6

main generator hydrogen system.”

The company said this particular maintenance work
can’t be done while the reactor is operating and the plan
is to return the unit to full power when the project is
completed.

Unit 1 remains operating at full power and PG&E
said there would be no disruption in service to its elec-
tricity customers.

Diablo Canyon is the lone remaining commercial
nuclear power plant in California and is slated to be
shuttered by 2025, when the license for Unit 2 runs out.
Unit 1’s license runs out in 2024.

The two reactors produce a net 2,300 megawatts of
electricity.

COVID-19 Scam Alert

County officials have received reports of a COVID-19
scam.

Residents have reported receiving phone calls from
individuals impersonating health officials. The callers
say that they are delivering testing results, but most of
the call recipients haven’t been tested.

“We believe these calls are part of an effort to
discredit our public health data effort by suggesting that
the testing program is not reliable — feeding a narra-
tive that the pandemic is fabricated,” said 2nd District
Supervisor Bruce Gibson in his social media briefing
on July 22. “All this is a sad fact of modern public life.
There is no reason to doubt the numbers reflecting the
seriousness and pervasive nature of COVID-19.”

If you receive one of these calls, it is not from the
County Public Health Department.

Cuesta at Camp
Roberts

Cuesta College and Camp Roberts have signed an
agreement allowing Cuesta College to provide en-
rollment and student services to Camp Roberts person-
nel and their families on-site.

“We’re excited about the partnership between
Cuesta College and Camp Roberts,” said Col. Robert
Horvath, Camp Roberts commander. “Having an enroll-
ment success specialist here will help open the door to
all the great educational opportunities available at Cues-
ta for our guard members and civilian employees.”

About 250,000 military and civilian personnel have
trained on Camp Roberts annually since 2010.

Services begin Aug. 6 with application, financial aid,
scholarships, and support resources available to active
personnel and veteran students. For more information,
call (805) 591-6220.

Cuesta College was designated a Military Friendly
School by Victory Media in 2018, recognizing the col-
lege’s commitment and leadership in embracing mili-
tary students and providing resources that ensure their
success in the classroom and after graduation.

Virtual ‘New to
Medicare’
Presentations

ealth Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program

(HICAP) will sponsor two free virtual New to
Medicare presentations for people interested in better
understanding Medicare. The presentations will be held
Tuesday, August 4 at 10 a.m. and Tuesday, August 18 at
6 p.m.

“HICAP is offering these presentations to help new
beneficiaries and their caregivers better understand this
comprehensive health care program,” said Jim Talbott,
president, Central Coast Commission for Senior Citi-

Kiwanis Fundraiser
for MBHS

he Kiwanis Club of Bay-Osos will hold a drive-

through BBQ fundraiser to increase their Morro
Bay High School scholarship account. The service orga-
nization gives three $1,000 scholarships every year.

The takes place Aug 8, at the Trinity United Meth-
odist Church in Los Osos from 2 to 4 p.m. and includes

Commuters be
Prepared for Road

a whole tri-tip roast barbequed over oak fire and a loaf
of buttered garlic bread. Tickets are $45 and can be
purchased by calling or texting Bob Schwenoha at 805
215-9019. He will deliver the ticket right to your door.

zens. Even those who currently have Medicare coverage
can benefit from this detailed overview.”

Topics include a comprehensive introduction to
Medicare including what Medicare covers, supplemental

Work in SLO

A roadway-resurfacing project is underway in
certain neighborhoods throughout the City of San Luis

Make checks payable to Kiwanis Club of Bay-Osos.

Diablo Unit 2 Under
Maintenance

The Unit 2 reactor at the Diablo Canyon Power
Plant is down and undergoing maintenance, Pacific Gas
& Electric announced.

According to a news release, the reactor was shut-
down July 17, “in order to perform maintenance on the

Obispo.

The neighborhoods and streets in the project area
includes Buchon, Calle Joaquin, Granada, High, Islay,
Leff, Oceanaire, Margarita, Peach, Pismo, Sandercock,
South, the Bob Jones Bike Trail between Prado and Los
Osos Valley Road and the Emerson Park parking lot.

Roads will remain open, but drivers should expect
intermittent lane closures and delays during weekday
daylight hours. The City is providing project updates on
its social media accounts—Twitter, Instagram and Face-
book. The expected completion date is mid-October.

insurance, Part D prescription coverage, Medicare and
employer group health plans and retiree health plan
considerations.

For more information about the New to Medicare
presentations and to register, contact the local HICAP
office at 1-800-434-0222, 1-805-928-5663, Seniors@
kebx.net or online at CentralCoastSeniors.org. Registra-
tion is required.

August Special °

15% off Journals and book covers
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Warship From page 5

Larry Newland of Morro Bay, has been watching over the PTF-26
for the owners.

handling training.”

Newland is hoping to catch a ride with the PTF-26 as
it goes through the Panama Canal; something he says is on
his bucket list. If nothing else, he’d like to catch up to the
boat when it hits New Orleans and ride with it up the river
to its new home.

Newland, who was a driving force in establishing
the Morro Bay Maritime Museum for some 27 years, still
carries a passion for all things maritime, though he recently
retired from the museum board.

He’s down at the boat on most days for at least a little
while. He emphasizes that PTF-26 is not open for tours,
but there is a plaque mounted on the side that gives the
history of the vessel.

People are welcomed to check out the historic warship,
which will probably leave Morro Bay sometime from Aug.
20-24.

Grant Funds Judge
Money Victim-Witness
Center

Witnesses to and victims of crime will continue to have
the County’s support after Supervisors agreed to
accept a large grant from the State.

The District Attorney’s Office applied for the
$634,900 grant from the California Office of Emergency
Services, to pay the bills at the County’s Christopher G.
Money Victim Witness Assistance Center.

The grant will cover from Oct. 1, 2020 to Sept. 30,
2021 and will completely offset the salary and benefits of
the “mass victimization advocate” a position within the
County OES department that coordinates all the agencies
and organizations that would be needed to help people
during a major disaster, such as earthquake, tsunami, wild-
fire and nuclear disaster, among other tragedies.

The grant requires a local match that the D.A.’s Office

Jim Marshall
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said they would fulfill with interns “who volunteer hours
by providing administrative support. Cash matches will

be met through already budgeted expenditures including
salaries of victim advocates, office supplies, and training.”

Some $534,000 of the grant has already been bud-
geted. The deadline for the grant program was pushed up
from fall to summer, which explains why the D.A. asked for
permission to apply for the grant in the same agenda item
that Supervisors were asked to accept the award.

The necessary budget change will come back to Su-
pervisors after the State budget is finalized and the award is
confirmed by Cal OES.

The D.A’s Office has been in charge of victim-witness
services since 1977, according to a staff report. The Coun-
ty’s Victim-Witness program was moved into the Court-
room Annex and in 2017 was re-Christened, the “Christo-
pher G. Money Victim Witness Assistance Center;” named
after the late-Judge Christopher Money, who gave some 40
years of service to the citizens of SLO County.

Money was a prosecutor for 15 years before being
elected District Attorney in 1978 and re-elected in 1982.
He was appointed a muni court judge in 1985 and promot-
ed to Superior Court in 1989, where he served until he
retired.

In 1977, while an assistant D.A., Judge Money helped
create the Victim-Witness Assistance Center and helped
establish the Women’s Shelter Program and the County’s
Sexual Assault Response Team Program. He also headed up
the County’s first Drug Court in 1999.

The County has been using these State grants to fund
its victim-witness program since 1984.

The Center’s purpose is “reducing the effects of crime
on victims, family members, and the community; increas-
ing the efficiency of the criminal justice response to crime
victims and witnesses; and preparing the Victim Witness
Assistance Center for a coordinated community response to
mass victimization and terrorism incidents.”

Though the Center is currently closed due to the
Coronavirus pandemic response, if readers need their help,
they can call, (805) 781-5800.

Sheriff To Get License
Plate Reader

By Neil Farrell

he County Sheriff’s Office will be picking up a couple

of pieces of equipment that will make bookings at
County Jail go faster and also help fight smuggling on the
North Coast.

County Sheriff Ian Parkinson got permission from
County Supervisors to take some $73,000 out of a Sher-
iff-Coroner’s Trust Fund filled with grant monies, to buy a
LiveScan Station and an Automated License Plate Reader.

The $16,900 LiveScan is an electronic device that
takes an inmate’s fingerprints and is a far cry better than the
old rolled-on ink prints.

The device is “used to scan and process the finger-
prints of all prisoners brought to the jail, whether they are
released on a promise to appear, post bail or are housed
inside the facility,” Sheriff Parkinson said in a staff report.

“The Livescan system is a significant improvement over
older methods of taking fingerprints and allows for quick
verification of a prisoner’s identity.”

The County Jail sees a lot of business every day, with
arrestees coming in as others are being released. A second
LiveScan would speed up the whole process and provide
backup.

“In addition,” Sheriff Parkinson said, “a second Lives-
can workstation would create redundancy in the system
that would allow for the IRC to continue operations should
one of the systems cease functioning. The redundancy
would allow Sheriff’s I'T personnel to repair the down
system, without creating an exigency that could result in
overtime for after hours and weekend response of I'T staff.”

The Automated License Plate Reader would cost
$56,100,

and be mounted on a small trailer, so it can be posi-
tioned at different spots on Hwy 1, the main area where
smugglers have landed boats and off loaded drugs and
human cargo.

“The North Coast of San Luis Obispo County,” the
Sheriff said, “has been the site of multiple maritime smug-
gling landings. This area is a remote location accessed only
by one road, Highway One, which runs from Monterey
to Cambria, California. The use of a mobile Automated
License Plate Reader mounted on a portable trailer will en-
able the Sheriff’s Office to capture images of license plates
for vehicles travelling in coastal areas where these landings
have occurred.”

The license plate readers are equipped with an infrared
camera to photograph plates at night when these smugglers
operate.

Several years ago, SLO County saw a spate of Panga
boat landings from Montana de Oro to Piedras Blancas, as
Mexican drug cartels used the seaworthy and cheap fishing
boats to smuggle pot, cocaine, methamphetamine and hero-
in, as well as people.

The boats often sport three big outboard motors and
travel 100 miles offshore to avoid detection. In what must
be a harrowing ride up the California Coast from Ensenada,
the boats travel non-stop at top speed, braving swells, winds
and worse. Even more boats are caught offshore and never
make it to landfall.

The boat smuggling was heavy for several years as
law enforcement sealed off other smuggling routes at the
border and then dropped off. But it hasn’t gone away com-
pletely, as a recent case in Santa Barbara County demon-
strated.

Just this past March 12, a Panga boat came ashore
at Hollister Ranch in Goleta with more than 2,100 kilos
(4,700 pounds) of marijuana on board. Four Mexican
nationals connected to the Sinaloa Cartel (formerly run by
the infamous Juaquin “El Chapo” Guzmadn), were arrested
by U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement (ICE), with
help from the Border Patrol and Coast Guard. Each man
faces 10 years in prison.

Some 14 others were waiting on the beach for the
shipment, with others on hillsides acting as lookouts. The
traffickers fled when ICE agents arrived. Twenty-one sus-
pects were caught but only four retained for charges. The
other 17 were released.

411 Jamalca 51, Morro Bay
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Community
Sportsmen’s Gun Range Reopens to New Popularity

Photos and Story by Neil Farrell

You’ve no doubt driven

past it on Hwy 1 count-
less times, heard gunfire and
wondered what they do out
there below Hollister Peak?

The San Luis Obispo
Sportsmen’s Associa-
tion shooting range is a
multi-faceted facility with
a dozen areas for differ-
ent types of shooting and
archery, as well as being a
local leader in gun safety.

And while the range,
like most every other
business in California, was
shut down for 90 days in
the coronavirus pandemic
response, it’s open again and
more popular than ever.

Indeed. The gun range
has been riding a wave of pop-
ularity in shooting sports and
self-defense that’s also manifested in a recent run on guns
and ammunition at gun shops.

From Humble Beginnings

“We’ve been open for 35 years,” said Julia Soto, the
range’s general manager. It started with one small-bore
public shooting range. In 1991 the “Long House” the most
visible building from the highway was put in for rifle and
pistol target shooting.

The education building, where safety courses are held,
came next and is a short distance away; and then the shot-
gun range — used for skeet and trap shooting — was put in.

Also close to the highway are a target archery range

Cheyne Jackson sights in on a distant target with a Ruger .308 hunting rifle at the
SLO Sportsmen’s Association’s Gun Range.

popular with kids, and the Hogue Action Pistol Range,
where law enforcement officers often train, and where
pistol-shooting championships are held.

Towards the rear of the 460-acre property are the
“Back Ranges” — a long-range (up to 1,700 yards) course,
and the Cowboy/Chorro Valley Regulators’ Old West
range. That’s the site of annual quick shooting champion-
ships where competitors dress in Old West period clothes,
adopting colorful nicknames and personas.

There’s a range for muzzleloaders/black powder
shooting and an archery “walking course” where archers
follow a trail and shoot at targets in the distance.

Safety Courses In Demand
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The education building has seen a lot of activity of late.
Soto said they originally only put on hunter safety courses
and law enforcement courses but lately, “We’ve been inun-
dated with calls, it’s crazy,” she said.

They now hold classes that lead to getting a “Firearms
Safety Certificate.”

When someone buys a gun, they take a paper safety
test at the gun shop as part of a background check and wait
period. “What we’re offering is the safety course,” she said.
“The NRA basic pistol safety class. You get a certificate of
compliance from the NRA.”

“In California,” she said, “there’s no shooting tests.
This course is because people want to be safe” with their
weapons. There’s also an “Intro to handguns,” an abbrevi-
ated 2-hour class for those who don’t want the full, 9-hour,
all-day safety course.

There’s also a “Guns and Ladies” course, she said.
“That’s held once a month, with a female instructor. It
teaches women how to shoot.”

Safety Is Paramount

Soto said their safety courses emphasize four things:
first treat every gun as if it is loaded; keep your fingers off
the trigger until ready to shoot; never point a firearm at
anything you are not willing to destroy; and, know your
target and what is beyond it. (That last one is in case you
miss.)

“We teach them how to load a magazine and then we

The entrance sign at the Sportsmen’s Association’s Gun Range
shows the variety of shooting facilities on site, with the Hogue
Action Pistol Range in the background.

get them shooting.”

They are not allowed to rent guns, she explained, but
they have some instructional guns — .22-calibers and 9mms
— so one doesn’t have to actually own a gun to take a safety
class.

The Sport’s Association has some 1,300 members, but
Soto said the range is a public facility open to anyone to use
for a fee. Certain people get a discount.

“Military and law enforcement are our friends,” said
Soto. “We like to cut them a break. And we get a lot of
SWAT and sniper teams that practice here.” Such teams
can be from anywhere in the state and come here because
of the long ranges, which go from 200 to 1,700 yards.
“We're the only range in the state that goes out that far,”
said Soto.

Safety on all the ranges is paramount and overseen
by safety officers. “We ask everyone if they’ve been here
before and give them a little orientation speech,” said Soto.
They also go over the range rules and firing line rules.

Guns Must Be Legal

They allow any legal gun to be fired, which would
exclude automatic weapons like machine guns and others
the state has banned.

“If you bring a .50-caliber,” she said, “you have to bring
your own targets. I will be leaving the premises because
that’s going to hurt” as in extremely loud.

“We haven’t had anyone come out with anything auto-
matic, but we do have people who like to rapid-fire.”

Archery’s An Option

If guns are not your thing you might consider archery.
A person can rent archery gear at the club and it’s open to
all ages.

There are two courses, Soto said, a standing course
with dinosaurs and other crazy targets; and the walking
range that’s open once a month where targets are fake deer
and bear among others, and can be set up in various config-
urations.

Busy Since Reopening

The range was shutdown 90 days for the pandemic,
Soto said, because they were unable to meet the initial
state guidelines. The facility was built and is operated and
maintained by the Sportsmen’s Association but the Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife owns the land. The gun range is a
concessionaire to the State.

“Since we’ve reopened,” Soto said, “there’s only been
two or three days with the same numbers from prior to the
shutdown. It’s record-breaking, crazy.” They had to open
up another range so shooters could social distance.

So who uses the range? “On a weekly basis,” she said,
“a third are not members. Before COVID we got a lot of
foreigners, people traveling from L.A. to San Francisco.

Gun Range Contfinued on page 9
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Police Blotter

Morro Bay Police Logs

* July 19: Police contacted a 55-year-old man at 11:15
a.m. in the 400 block of Bonita who was nicked for violating
a stay-the-heck-away order and for being stoned on drugs.

* July 19: At 10:30 a.m. officers contacted yet another
citizen of the year in the 500 block of Quintana. He too was
tossed into the gaol for allegedly being schwacked on illegal
stimulants.

* July 19: Police are investigating a case of petty theft in
the 300 block of Dunes.

* July 19: Police and fire responded at 4 p.m. to the 300
block of Embarcadero. Logs indicated the man was taken to
the hospital and police took his belongings for safekeeping.
* July 18: A citizen in the 400 block of Monterey said
some scoundrel vandalized his vehicle.

* July 18: The opiate-fueled march to destruction con-
tinued with the arrest at 4:30 p.m. of an allegedly stoned
fellow in the 900 block of Embarcadero.

* July 18: Police responded at 4 p.m. to a car accident in
the 800 block of Piney Way. Logs indicated a 61-year-old
woman was arrested for suspicion of driving wrecked and
crashing into a parked car. No injuries were reported, but
it’s gonna hurt nonetheless.

* July 18: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 3:55 p.m.
on Hwy 1 at Yerba Buena. Logs indicated the car had a
false license plate and the driver was arrested for allegedly
driving wired.

* July 18: Police contacted a suspicious man at 12:18 p.m.
in the 300 block of Quintana. The 26-year-old apparent
desperado was arrested for suspicion of possessing a con-
cealed firearm, a set of brass knuckles and two Billy clubs.

* July 17: Police contacted another suspicious man at 3:41
p-m. at City Park on Harbor. The 35-year-old crankster was
arrested for being high as a kite on drugs and possessing
paraphernalia, his stash no doubt hidden where the sun
don’t shine and the police won’t search.

* July 16: Police started an investigation into a reported
sexual assault.

* July 15: A man called police to check the welfare of his
wife, who was traveling to Morro Bay from Idaho but hadn’t
checked in for several hours after her flight.

* July 15: A worker at Taco Bell on Main told police that
some scalawag took his bike and no doubt made a run for
the border.

* July 15: Police were called at 10:21 p.m. by a man who
said he was walking his dog on Elm Street and some appar-
ent Freddie Krueger threatened him.

* July 15: Porch pirates apparently purloined a package off
the porch of a person’s home in the 400 block of Morro.

* July 15: Police got a report at 4:30 p.m. of domestic
violence in the 600 block of Embarcadero.

* July 15: A business in the 1700 block of Embarcadero
reported a burglary and grand theft, as if the coronavirus
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closures hadn’t stolen enough

* July 15: Police took a report of suspected depen-
dent-adult emotional abuse in the 400 block of Elena, and
police sent a report to Adult Protective Services.

* July 15: Police responded at 11:38 a.m. to a disturbance
in the 300 block of Sequoia. A 55-year-old hombre was
arrested for suspicion of being UTT and resisting arrest, in
another case of you can’t shovel water with a pitchfork. And
a 39-year-old man was also popped for suspicion of being
thick as a tick on drugs.

* July 15: Police towed away a Dodge Sportsman RV,
model year, license plate and VIN number all unknown that
was parked too long in the 1700 block of Embarcadero.

* July 14: Police responded at 5 p.m. to Coleman Drive
where a kid was bitten by a dog.

* July 14: Another vehicle was towed from Kern and Pa-
cific for an expired registration, a.k.a. getting DMV’d.

* July 14: Police contacted another suspicious man, 58,

at City Park whom they arrested for suspicion of being
krunked on drugs.

* July 14: Police responded at 5 a.m. to a home in the
2600 block of Ironwood where they located a runaway
teenager from Monterey County and returned the imp to
his or her no doubt worried parents.

* July 13: Someone found a red, woman’s wallet at Main
and Shasta.

* July 13: Police contacted a suspicious woman at 1 p.m.
in the 400 block of Trinidad. The 32-year-old belle of the
ball was nicked for suspicion of being out of her tree on
drugs.

* July 13: And from the “found files” — at 2 a.m. someone
found some undisclosed property and turned it over to
police.

* July 12: Police were summoned at 6:34 p.m. to the 1500
block of Embarcadero for someone who had died.

* July 12: Police towed away an offending vehicle from the
300 block of Morro Bay Blvd., for not giving the DMV its
pound of flesh.

* July 12: Police responded at 12:14 p.m. to an assault at
the Mobile Station in the 900 block of MBB. A 21-year-old
man reportedly attacked a store clerk. The apparent swamp
donkey was arrested for suspicion of grand theft (from a
person), battery and flapping-out in public, which explains
alot.

* July 12: Police contacted a familiar foe at 9:25 a.m. on
Park Street. Logs indicated the scofflaw, 47, had three,
no-cite-out warrants and was buckled up and hauled to the
hoosegow.

* July 11: Police responded at 10:30 p.m. to Albertson’s
Market on Quintana for a suspicious man outside the store.
Logs indicated officers arrested a 42-year-old apparent
wastrel for suspicion of being high on drugs and possession
of paraphernalia, his stash apparently already spent.

* July 11: A 28-year-old woman turned herself in at the
stationhouse for two bench warrants. She was cited and
released to await her third.

* July 11: A missing adult that had been reported earlier
was located in the 700 block of Harbor apparently safe and
mostly sound. He was moved from the lost to the found
files.

* July 11: Police responded at 1:55 a.m. to a domestic
dispute in the 400 block of Harbor where they contacted

a 29-year-old man. Logs indicated they didn’t arrest him at
the time, but State parole officers paid the louse a visit and
violated him back into jail.

* July 11: A citizen in the 700 block of Piney Way re-
ported the theft of a display case with knives and jewelry,
but then later called to cancel the report, a case of “Never
mind.”

* July 11: Police contacted an apparent swagman at 8:30
a.m. at Lila Keiser Park. Logs indicated the model citizen,
38, had three warrants and was also allegedly in possession
of drug paraphernalia. He was booked.

* July 11: Yet another popular fellow, 42, was picked up,
at 8:36 a.m. in the 400 block of Nassau on a warrant.

* July 11: A disturbance was reported at 12:49 a.m. in the
400 block of Dunes. A 28-year-old fellow was nicked for
being spifficated in public.

* July 10: Police responded at 10:10 p.m. to the 1100
block of Embarcadero. Logs indicated a 48-year-old ap-
parent madman was arrested for suspicion of assault with

a deadly weapon, possession of drugs, a bench warrant and
mayhem (there’s something you don’t see every day).

* July 10: Police responded at 9:23 p.m. to Rite Aid in the
700 block of Quintana for an assault report. No ruffians
were arrested.

* July 9: Police responded at 11 p.m. to Albertson’s Mar-
ket on Quintana Road for another disorderly fellow. The
46-year-old inebriate was nicked.

* July 9: Police contacted a suspicious fellow at 9:30 p.m.
in the 900 block of Piney Way. The 28-year-old was arrest-
ed for allegedly being buzzed on drugs.

* July 9: Police contacted a suspicious woman, 31, at 5:30
p-m. in the 300 block of Atascadero Rd. She was charged
with suspicion of being under the influence, in possession
and having paraphernalia of illegal drugs. She was booked
at the stationhouse and released to a responsible party.

* July 9: Police contacted a suspicious woman, 32, at 11:21
a.m. in the 900 block of Pacific. She was also arrested for
suspicion of being schwacked on drugs, as there seems to
be a lot of that going around lately.

* July 9: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 11:19 a.m.
in the 1500 block of Main. The regular Speed Racer was
ticketed for reckless driving.

* July 8: Yet another suspicious fellow was hanging around
Rite Aid making a nuisance of himself at 8:15 p.m. Logs
indicated the, 28-year-old choleric squit was arrested for
drunk in public and possession of suspected methamphet-
amine.

* July 8: Someone broke into a car parked in the 500 block
of MBB.

* July 8: Police responded at 9:25 p.m. to a car crash at
Hwy 1 and Yerba Buena.

* July 7: At 9:30 p.m. police contacted an apparently dis-
turbed woman at City Park in the 700 block of Harbor. The
57-year-old regular customer was arrested for suspicion of
being bent in public.

* July 7: A citizen told police that his wallet had gone
missing and some apparent scamboogah had used his debit
card to make “multiple unauthorized transactions at multi-
ple locations,” also called a larceny spree.

* July 7: Police responded at 8:48 a.m. to a car crash at
Clarabelle and Radcliff. No injuries reported.

* July 7: Police responded at 8:13 a.m. to Sabetta’s Pizza in
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Police Blotter

the 800 block of Main for a reported burglary. Money and
other items were stolen.

* July 6: A citizen in the 2800 block of Hemlock reported
a grand theft, and officers will no doubt have a jolly good
time solving the case.

* July 6: At 4:30 p.m. in the 100 block of Kern officers
contacted an apparent disciple of Bacchus, 35, who was
arrested for “being drunk in public without the ability to
exercise care/safety for himself or others,” a.k.a. getting’
skulled

* July 6: At 4 p.m. officers contacted a suspicious fellow,
24, in City Park and arrested him for suspicion of being
UTTI and possessing paraphernalia, a case of needing to find
a better place to party.

* July 6: A green mountain bike was stolen from the skate
park on Atascadero Road sometime between 11 a.m. and
12:20 p.m., as the ocean isn’t the only thing you shouldn’t
turn your back on.

* July 6: Someone turned in some property he or she
found in the North Pit parking lot. Later, police got a call
from Atascadero Police regarding some pirate they had in
custody with a stolen wallet and credit cards belonging to a
local fellow. He told MBPD that the stuff was stolen off his
sailboat.

Residents Asked to Avoid Gathering
as COVID-19 Increases

OVID-19 cases shot up over the weekend and the

SLO County Public Health Department is asking all
residents to avoid social gatherings.

The total cases on Monday, July 27 were 1600, 144
more than reported on Friday, July 24.

“More cases in SLO County are tied to members of
several different households getting together with others
through parties, celebrations, and other in-person social
gatherings,” said County Health Officer Dr. Penny Boren-
stein in a press release. “Protect your friends and family by
avoiding gatherings. I know this is a difficult ask, butitis a
key way we can help slow the spread of COVID-19 to keep
SLO County healthy, open and strong as this pandemic
continues.”

Investigations have identified cases spread between
different households at holiday gatherings, birthday par-
ties, graduation parties, and other medium or small-sized
get-togethers, officials said. The nature of these gatherings,
which often involves people from multiple households
coming together for a prolonged time and are frequently
held indoors or with shared food and beverages, creates

an environment where COVID-19 can easily and quickly
spread.

“Nobody wants to infect loved ones, but it’s happen-
ing in SLO County. We each have the ability to stop it
and slow the spread of this disease,” said Dr. Borenstein.
“Staying in touch and celebrating life events is still import-
ant. But now is not the time to gather in person, especially
if you are or someone you know is particularly vulnerable
to serious COVID-19 illness.”

Two more deaths were reported on July 28 bringing
the total to 11. The individuals were vulnerable to serious
COVID-19 illness because they were in their 80s with
underlying health conditions. Both lived at Vineyard Hills
Health Center, a skilled nursing facility in Templeton that
is experiencing an outbreak of COVID-19 among residents
and staff. Three residents and one former resident of the
facility have died due to COVID-19 since the outbreak
began.

The numbers as of July 28: 1,689 confirmed cases,
1,261 recovered, 404 home, 13 hospitalized (4 in ICU) and
11 deaths.

Gun Range From page 7

Jordan Anthony fires a Gloc-19, 9mm semi-automatic pistol at
the Sportsmen’s Association’s Gun Range on Hwy 1.

Some find us when they’re here, and others pre-arrange a
visit.”

She added that when people come here from places
like Germany, they want to shoot guns, “because they can’t
where they live.”

One man from Amsterdam came in on his 50th birth-
day, she recalled. “He’d never even held a gun before. We
let him use one of our educational guns. They all enjoy it.

We’ve not had a single person not enjoy it.”

On Aug. 1, they will be hosting a fundraiser for the
Boy Scouts, dividing into teams and shooting clay pigeons.
There are 4-H groups who use the facility and they also
hold “popgun night” just for kids. They can shoot .22s in
competitions and win medals.

The Run On Guns

Yes, there’s a great shooting facility on Hwy 1, but if
someone doesn’t have a gun and wants one, you might be
out of luck.

“The hard part about buying a gun in California is that
they just aren’t available,” Soto said. “There was a 370%
increase in gun purchases just in May. It’s insane. It’s also
really hard to find ammo right now.”

That’s a sentiment echoed by Colin Wiseman, who
works at First Defense Firearms, a gun store in Los Osos
located next door to the Post Office. Wiseman said with a
smile, “It’s the same as it was with toilet paper. Since Janu-
ary or February, guns continue to sell like crazy. It’s going
to be hard to get ahold of them.”

He said the store in Los Osos has seen lots of custom-
ers from out of town. People have driven up from Sherman
Oaks, Encino, and Los Angeles, among other places.

“They come up here to buy from us,” Wiseman said,
“because they aren’t available where they live. Seventy to
75 percent of them are first time gun buyers. It’s a whole
new market of consumers; people who have never been in
favor of guns.”
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Wiseman added that the State is overwhelmed by
the rush of background checks. “The waiting period is 10
days,” he explained, “but it was taking 20 days, they said,
because they are half staffed [due to COVID-19]. At one
point 4,000 to 5,000 guns a day were being sold in Califor-
nia. The most in one day was 10,000. And it’s not slowed
down.”

He said even his dentist bought a gun. “He said ‘I want
a shotgun,” Wiseman said. “He was afraid of what’s going
on. There’s been a lot of panic buying.”

The last time they saw such a run was after the mas-
sacre at Sandyhook Elementary School where a derange
young man gunned down a room full of kindergartners.
But that was for a different reason than today’s fears. Back
then, “People thought President Obama was going to take
away their guns.”

Wiseman said semi-auto, 9mm Glocks, a German
made weapon that is the standard for most law enforce-
ment, are very popular. They have a waiting list for a Glock
that has 20 names on it. The infamous AR-15 rifle is also a
popular model.

They also carry small caliber handguns (.22s) and an
assortment of bolt-action hunting rifles but Wiseman not-
ed, “There’s been no jump on hunting stuff.”

If readers want to know more about the San Luis
Obispo Sportsmen’s Association gun range, see the website
at: www.slosa.org.
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Art Continues Despite
Coronavirus

By Jill Turnbow

First prize at the at the Cambria Center for the Arts show was
awarded to Judith Skartvedt with a photograph entitled
“Lonesome Cowboy.” Photo submitted

he Gallery at the Cambria Center for the Arts contin-

ues to engage the arts community even during these
tough pandemic times. Though the Gallery is still not open
to visitors, the artists are finding creative ways to provide
artistic experiences for both visitors and local community
members.

The current virtual art show, “Monochromatic” was
the first juried show of the year and it has been quite a
success

“I was impressed with the quality of submissions to
this exhibit,” Gallery Director, Janet Rooney, said “and
extremely impressed with the professionalism of our juror,
Tom Burgher.”

Tom and his wife, Sherie, currently own the Seaside
Fine Art Gallery in Pismo Beach. They also established
the SLO-POKE Western Art Rodeo, which is held near
Solvang each year in September. Tom is the chairman of
the Central Coast Chapter of the California Art Club and
chairman of the Pismo Beach Chamber of Commerce.

An online reception for the virtual show was held via
Zoom in early July where the winners were announced.
“The reception was very well attended,” Rooney said.

First prize was awarded to Judith Skartvedt with a
photograph entitled “Lonesome Cowboy.” Second went to
KC Caldwell for an oil painting entitled “Where Calmness
Lives On” and third went to a mixed media piece entitled
“For Natalie” by Liz Hampton-Derivan. Anne Burke, Bruce
Marchese, and Art Van Rhyn received honorable mentions.

The exhibit will remain online thru August 31 at the
CCA website Cambriaarts.org.

The Cambria Center for the Arts is also excited to
announce a new opportunity for public art in the villages of
Cambria. A call for artist begins August 3 for submissions

for an outdoor mural. A committee is currently seeking a
location or perhaps two locations for a large-scale public
art display. The deadline is September 18 for idea submis-
sions. For details on the theme and locations, contact Janet
Rooney at Gallery@cambriaarts.org

“I believe public art shows that Cambria is a vibrant,
artistic, and culturally rich community,” Rooney said. “It’s
welcoming to our residents as well as our visitors.”

CCA is also looking for volunteers to help with the
mural execution. They hope to have the paintings done by
mid October. Students are also encouraged to submit and
participate.

As things continue to change frequently during these
times, it is advised to continue to check the website for
updates.

In September, two artists will be featured in the virtual
gallery, Deborah Pepin and Marvin Sosna. Both are abstract
artists with varied yet complimentary styles. The online
reception is scheduled for Saturday, September 5 from 4:30
to 6 p.m. Check the website for the Zoom links.

There are also two workshops scheduled in the month
of September. Fabulous Fun with Fabric Paint with Jeanne
Aird on Sept 12 and Laurie Hendricks will present a plein
air workshop on the 21t thru the 23rd. CCA hopes it will
not have to cancel these events and will monitor the county
regulations and update the website.

Cancer Support
Fundraiser Aug. 22

ocal nonprofit, Cancer Support Community — CA

Central Coast (CSC-CCC) will hold its 5th Annual
un-Gala and Auction on Saturday, August 22. The gala isn’t
canceled or postponed, they’ve gone virtual, and your par-
ticipation allows them to continue offering free programs to
local individuals and families touched by cancer.

This year’s Harvest, Hope & Healing gala theme is “A
Vision of Hope.” Hope is just what many of us need right
now and hope is what Cancer Support Community - CA
Central Coast has always offered to our participants. These
unprecedented times have shown a glimpse of the uncer-
tainty, isolation, and anxiety that cancer patients experience
daily” said CSC Executive Director Shannon D’Acquisto.
“During this unique time, CSC-CCC is continuing to be
a community of support for its members through virtual
support and wellness activities. As the mission states, we
will work together to empower, strengthen, and sustain
each other.”

More than $200,000 was raised for the local commu-
nity last year, according to D’Acquisto. “Even though we
don’t expect those numbers this year, we hope to reach our
new goals, to further support local cancer patients and their
families being served by expanding CSC programs. Fund-
raising events such as Harvest, Hope, and Healing help
CSC-CCC staff and volunteers to continue their program-
ming throughout the year and provide all of the services
offered free of charge.”

Join in the fun with a “party in place” and sponsorship

opportunities as part of the un-Gala and Virtual Auction
from the comfort of your couch. The un-Gala will include
virtual cheers, and a live and silent auction. Items in the
auction will include local staycations, a Costa Rican get-
away and more! Table sponsors get the option to receive a
small cheese platter, 2 bottles of wine and 4 glasses deliv-
ered to their door on the day of the event.

Sponsorships and un-tickets are currently available. For
information on the Harvest, Hope, and Healing un-Gala
and Virtual Auction, go to www.cscslo.org/gala or call the
Cancer Support Community directly at (805) 238-4411.

Lions Roaming Cayucos

By Theresa-Marie Wilson
Ty

Cayucos Lions Club members Phil Kiesewetter and Mark Miller
remove graffiti from a lamppost. Photo by Shari Sullivan

Beware! Lions are on the hunt in Cayucos—lost antelopes
and zebras are safe, but graffiti is not.

Once a week, Cayucos Lions Club members Phil
Kiesewetter and Mark Miller cruise through town on bikes
carrying a crate of tools and materials to remove unwanted
spray paint and such from street posts, buildings, and signs.

“It is a great way to socialize with other people in town
and do something good for our community,” said Kiesewet-
ter. ¢

Anyone interesting in joining cleanup efforts is asked to
call Phil at 805-900-5208.

The Cayucos Lions Club formed in 1948 becoming
part of a worldwide organization with the motto “We
Serve.” The small beach town boasts 90 club members.
Traditionally, the club organizes, manages and hosts the
annual Independence Day Parade, Pancake Breakfast and
BBQ. Unfortunately, all events were canceled this year due
to the coronavirus pandemic.

They also conduct a once a month highway pickup,
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Community

free eyes exams for students at Cayucos Grammar School
and every December they give toys or contribute money
to a gift fund to help children in the community during the
Christmas holiday season.

The Cayucos Lions Club meets the 2nd and 4th Tues-
day of the month at 7 p.m. at the Veterans Hall, 10 Cayucos
Dr. To find out more, go to https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/
cayucos/.

Church Breaks Ground
on Expansion

Caption: Nativity of Our Lady Groundbreaking, L fo R Nate
Agin, Specialty Construction, Inc; Deacon Tom O’Brien, NOL;
Will Rouff, Ten Over Studio; Father Matt Pennington, pastor
NOL; Brad Spahr, NOL; Father Mike Cicinato, retired NOL. Photo
submitted

he Catholic community of Nativity of Our Lady,

located at 221 Daly Avenue in San Luis Obispo, held a
groundbreaking ceremony to celebrate the start of a major
project to expand the church capacity and enhance the
parish grounds.

“Our project is based on parish needs for the future
identified by various focus groups of parishioners,” said
Father Matt Pennington, pastor. “The parking lot surface
has eroded to the point it can no longer be repaired by re-
surfacing. Over the past several years we have experienced
a tremendous growth in numbers and often find the church
at standing room for many weekend and holiday masses.
And the church is housed in a former school building and
still looks a lot more like a school than a church. Visitors
are often confused as to the location and entrance to the
church space.”

The $4 million project will include restructuring the
foundation and adding nighttime lighting to the extensive
parking lot. Plans include expanding the interior sanctuary
to increase seating by approximately 20 percent as well as
building a new rectory house for the pastor and adding a
new atrium entryway for the church.

“These changes will improve the safety and comfort of
parish facilities and provide a more welcoming and uplift-
ing worship experience,” Father Matt said. “Although the
Covid-19 pandemic has added some uncertainty to the
timetable, support for the project and the parish family
overall has remained strong.”

The project is expected to be complete in mid 2021.

For more information, contact the Nativity of Our
Lady parish office at NativitySLO.org.
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A Lifetime of Work Pays Off for Morro Bay Native

Photo and story by Neil Farrell

ots of people probably

feel like they’ve been
working just about their
whole lives; Morro Bay’s
David Crye actually has.

Crye, 42, was born and
raised in Morro Bay, part of
a multi-generational family
that’s called Morro Bay
home. His dad, Ed Crye,
operated Ed Crye & Son
for decades finally retiring a
couple of years ago.

“My dad works for me
now,” David Crye laughs.
“He goes home early once
in a while, like 2:30. But he’s
70 now, he’s paid his dues.”

His mom works in the

e ==

office, the first one here in .
the morning and the last one
to leave, he says. “She’s the
one who holds everything
together.”

He adds that he never really worked much for his dad,
but, “Definitely my work ethic and everything else came
from him.” He is the fourth generation of the Crye family
operating in the local construction industry and if history
repeats itself, his 3-year-old son ought to be getting his first
paycheck pretty soon.

Crye talks of his successful business, David Crye Gen-
eral Engineering, Inc., while sitting in what has to be one of
the coolest offices anywhere. He explains that the business
office in the 1100 block of Quintana Rd., used to be his
dad’s shop.

At some point they put in a walk in freezer and a kitch-
en and over the years the building has hosted big family
gatherings and cookouts, and even the butchering of farm
animals that everyone shares.

The Crye clan, Ed and wife Bernadette, and David’s
sister Cara, who is the CEO of Farm Supply Co., are big
supporters of the local ag community.

Crye is truly a self-made man. He drove his first tractor
at 3.

“I was five when I went into business for myself,” he
says. The 1997 Morro Bay High graduate bought his first
piece of equipment — a skip loader — at 15, borrowing
money from his grandfather, and started hiring out for
dirt work. His parents had to drive him to jobs because he
didn’t have a driver’s license.

“Before that, I worked for my uncle Dominguez [Gar-
cia, his mom’s brother]. Summers I'd work for them. I ran
my first piece of equipment at 6-years old.”

He got his State contractor’s license at 22, unusually
young considering one has to first have years of on-the-job
experience.

“I passed the test,” he says. “And it took them a year
before they sent my license. I had to provide proof of all the
time in the business. Luckily, all the people I'd worked for
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Morro Bay’s David Crye, stands with one of his fleet of gravel trucks parked at the construction
yard for David Crye General Engineering. Crye has been working his entire life and is enjoying

much success in the contfracting world.

all wrote letters for me.”

He incorporated in 2001 and has done untold numbers
of jobs, from grading a pad for a single house, to grading the
site for the Cayucos Sanitary District’s new sewer treat-
ment plant on Toro Creek Road, to finishing repairs on the
infamous “Mud Creek Landslide” on Hwy 1, the largest
landslide in California history.

Paul’s Slide happened in January 2017 and the Mud
Creek Slide, about 13 miles south of Paul’s Slide, happened
in May. The slides closed Hwy 1 for over a year.

“Back in the day,” he says like an old timer, “a big job
was 10,000 or 15,000. Now we’re doing jobs in the mil-
lions.”

The Mud Creek Slide was part of what was an ex-
tremely busy time, as Crye says they were trucking material
to Paul’s Slide (up Hwy 1 near Big Sur) when Mud Creek
happened.

The “material,” by the way, was mined at gravel pits
that he also owns, a smart move for a grading and roads
contractor. Having gravel pits and red rock mines to pro-
vide your own materials gives a lot of flexibility in bidding
jobs.

He’s actually got four mines — the first one, acquired
in 2013, is off Hwy 41 a few miles outside Morro Bay. In
2015 he got two more — one south of Cambria off Hwy 1;
another out past Coast Union High School on Santa Rosa
Creek Road. This year he got the Navajo Rock Quarry
located some 28 miles up Hwy 58 past Santa Margarita. In
2018, he expanded into the landscape business acquiring
the Cambria Rock, LLC, near San Simeon.

“It was the best thing for me,” Crye says. “I've always
needed a challenge. I took over the Morro Bay rock pit first,
then the two in Cambria.” The Hwy 58 pit — the Nava-
jo Mine — he acquired just this past March. He supplies
aggregates to Monterey, San Luis Obispo and Santa Barbara
Counties.

“Having the rock pits and the business,” he explains,
“we’re pretty tough to beat.” He has his own fleet of gravel
trucks too. “We keep it all in-house for the most part.”

The Mud Creek job pretty much fell in his lap. Cal-
trans got to a point where they couldn’t extend Madonna’s
contract, he explains. “We ended up getting the contract for
Mud Creek,” he says. “That one pushed us over the top.”
The Mud Creek job was over $20 million.

Recently, Crye landed some nice jobs for the County,
fixing roads that were damaged in that terrible winter of
2017, but are just now being repaired.

He’s also landed the job to install the underground
piping for the Cayucos Sanitary District’s main line that
will run from a lift station next to Hwy 1 out to the new
plant.

“I don’t usually chase underground work,” Crye says,
explaining why he hasn’t gone after some of the contracts
with Morro Bay’s $130 million sewer project.

He’s just not equipped to handle the traffic issues that
come with tearing up roads, he says. The CSD job will run
almost entirely through farmlands.

With Morro Bay’s project, “We’ll try to supply the
materials,” he says.

He just sent off two bid packages, he says, and was
planning to bid two more this week. They are also close to
finishing two County projects.

With the Mud Creek job, he bought a lot of extra
equipment and now has to hustle to keep it busy. He nor-
mally has about 28 full time employees and took on 42 for
the Mud Creek job, he says.

“We run pretty thin for everything we’ve got going,” he
says. Still, with trucks, heavy equipment and ready access
to materials, “We’re sitting in the best position for anything
that goes on up Hwy 1.”

So what’s the worst thing about his business? All the
regulations, and all the emissions stuff that’s come along,
he says. “All the machines cost double now because of the
emissions.”

On the other hand, “We have such big machines now,”
he says, “we’re doing the work a lot faster. It’s all about
production — how fast you can do them.

“I like the jobs you can get in and get out.”
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Dickinson College Awards Inaugural
Scholarship to Morro Bay Resident

irginia Enney, a 2020 graduate of San Luis Obispo

Classical Academy, was selected as the recipient of
the inaugural Dickinson-CET Global Leaders Scholar-
ship. This is a four-year, full-tuition scholarship awarded
annually to a college-bound student who shows interest
in global issues and has participated in CET high school
programs for which Dickinson grants course credit.

“I am honored to be the first recipient of this schol-
arship,” said Enney, who participated in CET’s program
in Florence, Italy. “Dickinson’s focus on a global edu-
cation is perfectly aligned with my personal and career
goals. The scholarship is an important tool for me as I
start my journey, and I am excited to explore the oppor-
tunities it presents for me at Dickinson and beyond.”

“We are thrilled to welcome an outstanding student
like Virginia to our campus and global community,” said
President Margee M. Ensign. “Her desire to seek out un-
derstanding of the wider world is absolutely critical for
our future leaders, and we are so encouraged to see her
continue her international education with us.” Ensign
announced the creation of the scholarship in 2019 as a
reflection of the Dickinson’s leadership in global educa-
tion and internationalization.

Enney, who hails from Morro Bay served as pres-
ident of her senior class on student council and was a
member of both the varsity girls’ basketball and track
teams. She is also a violinist in the San Luis Obispo
Youth Symphony.

“International education is important because the
world and job market will continue to change rapidly,”

Virtual Upcoming Event
Morro Coast Audubon

Aug. 17 at 7 p.m. for a virtual communi-
program about tracking the long-billed
curlew.

Long-billed curlew populations of
southwestern Idaho are declining at an
alarming rate placing them on Idaho’s “Spe-
cies of Greatest Conservation Need” list.

With the use of satellite transmitter
technology, the Intermountain Bird Ob-
servatory (IBO) is gaining valuable data as
to why. Listen to first-hand field accounts
from Heather Hayes, a research biologist
and the community science coordinator
for the IBO and learn about the biology of
these charismatic birds including informa-
tion about their habitats, nesting require-
ments and migratory journey. There will

Join the Morro Coast Audubon Society
y

borders.

org/.
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Ha“d Carved Roasp Beer
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It just doesn’t
get any better
than this!

805-772-2411
901 Embarcadero, Morro Bay
Open 7 days a week.

also be a discussion about how satellite
technology is not only uncovering some of
their mysteries but is also connecting com-
munities across state lines and international

For Zoom meeting log in information
go to https://www.morrocoastaudubon.

On the Job —
Support Our Community

Photos By Theresa-Marie Wilson

Our On the Job series continues. Estero Bay News encourages people to support the
community and shop local. Check upcoming issues for more people “On the Job.”
Stop by area businesses and tell them we sent you.

Check businesses for hours of operation and social distancing practices, as things
change rather rapidly.

Send your photos on the job with a brief description and who’s who to Editor@
EsteroBayNews

Susan Stewart is the owner of Beads
by the Bay located at 333 Morro Bay Blvd.
where you can get beads and other supplies
as well as take classes. Don’t forget to check
out the garden in back.

Morro Bay resident Virginia Enney
the recipient of the inaugural
Dickinson-CET Global Leaders

Scholarship.
Photo submitted
said Enney. “An international
perspective is crucial to keep
up and to navigate these future
challenges.”

Dickinson recently be-
came the school of record and
credit-granting institution for
CET’s expanding high school
and pre-college study-abroad
programs.

Whether you are looking for fabric and more to sew face masks, create home ac-
cessories or need longarm quilting services, stop by The Cotton Ball, 2830 Main Street
in Morro Bay. For a uniquely local project ask to see the custom Morro Rock batik as
displayed by Becky Rogers above.

Elevating the
Human Spirit

Helping seniors has never been
more important,

(805) 528-8862

Apply now to become a
Comfort Keeper' caregiver!

Company Benefits & Training

+ Banafits + bonus opportunitias
« Full and part-time positions

= Competitive hourly pay

* PPE provided

« Virtual classraom

LosOsos-273. ComfortKeepers.com

* Paid fime off
" . ' Kevin says,
&P = evsnsnava- S Sak
F LY “Family Owned and Operated”’ i the
SPECIAL Door”

$49 MONTHLY SERVICE

General Pest Service Only. Gophers & Rodents Mot Included.,

Cne Year Term Minimum. Homes up to 3,000 sq. ft.

Free Gopher & Rodent Estimates
Same Day Service M-F
ECO SMART PRODUCTS
805-544-1170 o P

KEVIN O'COMMOR, President
www.oconnorcentralcoast.com
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Girls Just Want To
Have Fun

ith a nod to Cyndi Lauper, girls just want to have

fun... This group of young ladies had a blast jumping
off the South T-pier last week, with one doing an acrobatic
cartwheel on the pier railing, and another two summoning
courage from going together off the pier, into what is calm,
but pretty darn cold water (it’s also frowned upon by the
authorities) and in bikinis no less! Photos by Neil Farrell

Letter
To The

e

Cambria Community
Healthcare District
Survey

he Cambria Community Healthcare District (CCHD)

has been assessing the impacts of the departure of
Tenet Healthcare’s Dr. Lewis a few months past. To this
end, a community healthcare survey has been mailed out to
all of the mailboxes in the CCHD area. This will help the
board members and staff to assess what options are in the
best interest of the community. The survey is also available
online at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ZN7R35]
Please return the completed survey by August 1.

On June 24 and 25, the SLO County Public Health
Department provided COVID-19 testing at the Veteran’s
Hall in Cambria. This event was well attended and results
were sent out to those who were tested within a few days.
Based on PHD statistics, our District residents have lower
positive test cases than most communities in California.
The CCHD remains committed to maintaining a high
degree of vigilant preparedness during this challenging
crisis. Over 2,000 disposable masks have been distributed
by volunteers and staff to area businesses for public use. We
are hopeful that this provided a bridge to where the public
safety is assured, as there was a shortage of available masks
a few weeks ago. As supplies of masks are becoming more
readily available for the public to obtain, the District will
now make them available on an as-needed request basis.

There is a concern, based on national trending data
and communications received from some of our local resi-
dents, that some people are uncomfortable or even fearful
of going to the hospital for care. Due to concerns related
to COVID-19, there appears to be a perception that the
hospitals and ambulances are already overwhelmed and/
or not safe from contamination. In our area this is simply
not true. At this time, we are well prepared to take care of
any emergency and have implemented rigorous anti-viral/
anti-pathogen routine procedures to decontaminate the
ambulances. Our personnel wear the appropriate Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE) to protect themselves and the
patients from infection. The hospitals have sufficient staff
and bed availability to handle our needs as well as the same

DUTCHMANG

e

high level of decontamination and PPE standards. In the
past few months the number of ambulance transports has
declined locally, and nationally the number of deaths at
home from such emergencies as heart attacks and strokes
has risen dramatically. We do not want the public we serve
to hesitate for any reason in calling 911 for any emergency.
We are here to help you. Please call 911 if you are having an
emergency.

Lastly, the CCHD has implemented an in-house billing
system which has already shown to be much more effective
and user-friendly for our patients and their caregivers. If
you have any questions about a bill or insurance issues,
please call our office for help at 805-927-8304.

Michael McDonough,
Administrator CCHD

Make Live Music
Legal Again

Iam writing because I am motivated to confront the coun-
ty on the issue of making live music illegal. I am looking
for other people who feel the same. There is no real sound
logic to denying outside musical performances if held with
proper precautions. One winery that cancelled an upcom-
ing show scheduled — sold tickets to control the numbers
attending and have a great big lawn to ensure people are
kept distant and enforce masking. They were informed by
SLO County to not hold such events. How does this even
make sense? How does this even help in the struggle with
COVID-19?

Because of this musicians in SLO County have no
recourse to a livelihood, businesses are impacted negatively
on top of suffering through all the other restrictions, and
people are being denied a form of safe, soulful and mentally
healthy recreation. And really for not a good reason that I
can discern. It doesn’t have to be this way.

So Charlie Puffer and I have gotten together with mu-
sic and business friends to put a petition together to rectify
this. It is available on Change.org under the title of Music
Matters. We hope you will join us!

James Scoolis
San Luis Obispo

Please include your full name and town you live in on all
letters sent. Although we do welcome longer opinion pieces, pub-
lishing is as space permits. Estero Bay News reserves the right to

edit for length and clarity. Email letters to
editor@esterobaynews.com

We are now Offering “Outdoor Dining”
on our bay side heated patio and plaza dining too.

We are still offering Meals
“Take Out”

We will have outdoor dining in our covered heated patio or in our plaza starting Wednesday,
July 15th with our adjusted hours of 11am-8pm. We'll also be offering the option of ordering
take-out with our limited all day take-out menu available on our website:
www.dutchmasseafoodhouse.com or call 805-772-2269

Thank you for understanding.

It’s the only way to live. It’s the only way to eat.

701 Embarcadero, Morro B

Call: (805) 772-2269 » www.dutchmansseaoodhouse.com
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Canceled From page 1

The cancelation weighed heavy on students and the
school administration despite there being no way of know-
ing what the level of the pandemic would be four months
after schools shutdown.

“We feel that nothing was enough for this class of
graduates,” MBHS Assistant Principal Jeff Cadwallader
told Estero Bay News. “It was a wonderful celebration in
June, but we had really hoped to provide them with a more
traditional experience in August.”

Congratulations are in order for the school’s valedicto-
rian, Abigail Burrus and salutatorian, Midori Day.

This is the first time graduation ceremonies have been
canceled since Morro Bay High School opened in 1956.
Diplomas and diploma covers, along with a ceremony pro-
gram will be sent to all seniors this week via postal mail.

Many graduates planning to go on to college have been
dealt another blow to their academic experience. Uni-
versities and community colleges are still grappling with
the decision to hold on-campus classes or continue with
distance learning.

Cuesta College, where the majority of MBHS college
bound students will begin their pursuit of higher education,
recently announced that students will continue learning
from home for the fall semester.

Lecture classes previously scheduled to be on campus
are now entirely online. Students enrolled in a lab, activity,
or performance class may still have a campus component
and should continue to review the most up-to-date status of
such courses on the class finder.

The semester begins Aug. 17.

in the kitche:

Follow Cat Noir CC on Facebook for daily photos and
read the blog at CatNoirCC.com.
Every Color Deserves a Forever Home

"\_____

Award winning Pharmacy and Gift Store

“Special thanks
to our loyal
customers for
40 years”

Rated one of the TOP 100
Qift stores in the
USA -Present Magazine

805-528-1017

989 Los osos Valley Rd Los Osos,
Mon. - Fri. 9:00-6:00 « Sat. 10:00-5:00

that are collected by the motels, licensed vacation rentals,
B&Bs and private RV parks. The City’s TOT rate is 10%.

The City gets roughly $3.5 million a year in TOT
and the shutdown hit just as spring and summer tourism
was starting. Occupancy rates fell dramatically with the
shutdown. The virus response also led to the cancelation
of every public event on Morro Bay’s annual calendar,
many of which are major tourist draws.

Sales taxes, while lagging several months in report-
ing, have also taken a big hit, as have literally all the other
revenue sources the City has.

Deep Cuts Made

The City has taken some pretty drastic measures,
laying off nearly 100 mostly part-time employees and
recently adding several full time staff to the laid-off list.

Other moves include leaving police officer positions
open, along with other jobs spread across the City. The
emphasis has been on keeping the police and fire depart-
ments — so-called “essential services” — at normal levels.

“With nearly 70 percent of calls to the Morro Bay
Fire Department being related to medical emergencies
and emergency rescue,” Fire Chief Steve Knuckles said,
“the pandemic only proves the City must be prepared for
any medical crisis. This measure will maintain the ser-
vices provided by our local Morro Bay Fire Department
so our skilled, local firefighter-paramedics can continue to
respond to our local emergencies.”

Chief Knuckles is in charge of the City’s Emergency
Operations Center, a City and volunteer staffed service
normally used for short-term emergencies like the March
2010 Japan Tsunami, and December 2003 San Simeon
Earthquake. The EOC was in full time operation for over
3 months and recently ramped down.

According to budget documents, the City is not fill-
ing or eliminating one police officer position, an assistant
planner, a maintenance worker IIl and a part-time code
enforcement officer.

Laid off workers include an assistant engineer, public
works superintendent, administrative technician, recre-
ation supervisor, a part-time office assistant, and over 70
part-time Recreation Department employees.

The City closed the Community Center, the Senior
Center, the Teen Center, and Kids Club after school
program. Also, all the youth and adult sports leagues that
employed umpires, scorekeepers, and referees, were can-
celed, along with all the adult recreation classes and those
instructors.

Ballot Measure Ready To Go

The City has already written the tax measure, as it
will appear on the ballot.

Entitled, “Recovery/Emergency Preparedness Mea-
sure,” the text will read: “To protect City of Morro Bay’s
financial stability, local property values and City services,
such as maintaining Morro Bay’s local Fire/Police Depart-
ments, 24/7 paramedics, 911 emergency response, health
emergency/disaster preparedness; keeping beaches, pub-
lic areas safe/clean; retaining/attracting businesses; and
other general City services, shall the measure establishing
1¢ sales tax providing approximately $2,000,000 annually
until ended by voters be adopted, requiring independent
audits, public oversight, all funds used locally?”

This new tax measure, which has yet to receive an of-
ficial name from the City Clerk, is separate from Measure
Q, another sales tax hike that voters approved.

So this new measure isn’t bound to the same prom-
ised uses as Measure Q was — police, fire, streets and
storm drainage.

The measure is a simple “Yes” or “No” vote and a
simple majority of voters is needed to pass because it is a
general use tax measure.

Unfortunately, the deadline for voters to submit ar-
guments in favor or against the measure was set for 5 p.m.
Tuesday, July 28, well before Estero Bay News’ publica-
tion date.

However, rebuttals of the arguments — pro and con
— have to be turned in to the City Clerk before 5 p.m. Fri-
day, Aug. 7. The limit is 250 words and the argument can
be submitted by a registered voter or an organized group
of voters. See the city clerk for more information.

The City’s impartial analysis is due to be released
Aug. 17.

Outreach Already Begun

The City created “Join the Conversation,” an online
community engagement effort over the last several months
to come up with what citizens who responded see as prior-
ities for City services. The priorities, according to the City,
are:

* Preparing for a medical or catastrophic emergency;

* Maintaining 24 /7, 9-1-1 emergency response includ-
ing paramedic, police and fire

protection services;

* Keeping public areas healthy, safe and clean; and,

* Protecting the financial stability of the City, its resi-
dents, and businesses.

New Rate Would Be 8.75%

The City’s sales tax rate is currently 7.75%, a figure
that includes a one-half-cent local sales tax (Measure Q)
approved by voters in 2006.

The additional tax would hike it up to 8.75%, the high-
est in SLO County, though other cities in the county are
also planning to ask for sales tax hikes.

Of the State’s 7.25% sales taxes, the City gets about
1%. Measure Q was budgeted for $1.3 million last fiscal
year and has shown steady growth since its enactment.

Future Looks Dim

The 2019-20 estimated losses include $1 million in
TOT (dropping from $3.5M in 2018-19 to $2.5M for 2019-
20); some $300,000 in sales taxes (from $2.1M to $1.8M);
and even $200,000 in property taxes (from $3.4M to
$3.2M). The City’s general fund budget tops $12.8M.

At the end of the pandemic when the City anticipates
there will be a recession, the City’s budget forecast is look-
ing ata 5.57% drop in property taxes, 21.8% drop in sales
taxes and a 48% drop in TOT in 2021.

Much of that last figure could be attributed to uncer-
tainty over how quickly the tourism industry will rebound,
as fears of the virus and the shelter-at-home orders contin-
ue.

Overall, in the City’s 10-year budget forecast, part
of the budget presentations by staff, the City anticipates
a $1.75M general fund shortfall for 2020-21, and $2.5M
overall.

Bridging The Divide

The budget gap is being made up with $1M from the
general fund reserves, $1.4M in salary cuts to general fund
employees still on the job, and some $600,000 in “operat-
ing expenditure” cuts.

Those operating cuts included defunding the tour-
ism bureau, which also gets funding through the Tourism
Business Improvement District’s 3% tax on a room night.
All tourism promotions have also been halted and the City
Visitor’s Center is closed, too.

It also cut out the City Council “bequests,” monies
given to support local non-profit organizations.

There’s no travel outside SO County on City busi-
ness allowed, unless of course it’s mandated safety training;
and the budget for “training” has been eliminated, unless
it’s OSHA mandated, or required for firefighters and po-
lice.

They cut the office supply budget to a bare minimum,
according to the City, and “significantly reduced supplies
and contract services for items such as sidewalk repair/
grinding, street patch materials [asphalt], street tree mainte-
nance and removal.”

They also didn’t set aside any money for new equip-
ment or replacement vehicles.

City Manager Scott Collins said, “Even with all the
cuts already made in the Fiscal Year 2020/2021 Budget
[pay cuts, layoffs, frozen positions, etc.], we still have a
significant long-term gap remaining to fill [several million]
and would need to make significant cuts to core services
like Police, Fire, public space maintenance to balance the
budget without a new source of revenue.”

That shortfall, due to a structural deficit, is projected
to top $3.8M by 2029 if no new revenues are brought in.

Reserves Siphoned Away

Taking $1M out of reserves, which started the year at
nearly $4M, leaves the fund “at a dangerously low level

[when FY 2019/20 use is also considered].”

All these cuts and layoffs are hopefully temporary. “Re-
ductions should be considered short-term, mitigation mea-
sures until stabilization efforts can be achieved to restore
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Morro Bay Appliance
805-772-2755

Service & Repairs On All Major Brands

Serving Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cayucos, Cambria & San Simeon Since 1971
935 Main Street, Morro Bay
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service levels,” according to the budget report prepared by
Finance Director Jennifer Calloway.

“We need an additional source of revenue for our local
recovery efforts in Morro Bay,” Collins said, “one we con-
trol and that is not taken by the County or Sacramento. We
are working to maintain our locally controlled police and
fire departments and maintain quick emergency response
times that our community is relying on now more than
ever.”

And if readers think the Federal Government’s
multi-trillion dollar relief programs could be tapped, Callo-
way’s budget report said Morro Bay’s losses do not qualify
for CARES Act relief.

Top Dog From page 1

place for wifi-work and friends and visitors to meet-up
and solve the world’s problems — often with Pat included
in the conversation.

Top Dog’s signature premium coffees were sourced
worldwide and roasted fresh daily. The menu would
expand to offer a wide variety of fresh-baked breakfast
pastries, unique morning and lunch-time specialties, teas
and chai, along with several draft beers on tap. Pat and
Suzanne had trained hundreds of high school students,
graduated college kids, and gave meaningful work to single
moms and men who needed a second chance.

“NO! We will not give up! We will not give-in. This is
your livelihood,” Lindi Woods recalled telling her employ-
ers.

Celebration Event for Mike Nelson with CJ.
Photo by Alley Cat Images, Morro Bay

Mike had convinced Pat to take it day-by-day. Suzanne
encouraged anyone uncomfortable with the risks to apply
for unemployment. Most did. They survived by opening
mornings with a skeletal crew of Lindi, Mike, Pat and Su-
zanne.

“In the restaurant business you need to be there for
your customers to keep them coming back,” explained
Pat. “COVID-19 has been a strange time. We thought we
might focus on Rescue Me Coffee, our coffee subscription
service. It had grown to hundreds of subscribers who were
worried about us and ordering even more coffee. Then by
being there every day, we learned it was our local custom-
ers who kept us going. They would come back day after
day, buy more off our menu and tip generously.”

Suzanne explained few downtown businesses were
open mornings. “They would find us, and, while waiting
for an order, would learn our story watching the New Life
K9 video. Pat would explain to customers how the dogs
were trained by CMC inmates to become service dogs for
veterans and first-responders. Team Cooper was another
program that funded a puppy to train in the prison pro-
gram.”

Once Mike called in with possible COVID-19 symp-
toms, the crew was down to three.

“Lindi stepped up,” Pat said. “It was also Lindi who
introduced us to the New Life K9 graduation at CMC that
changed our lives. We developed Rescue Me Coffee on the
way home. I wouldn’t trade it for anything.”

Lindi loved and respected working with Pat and Su-
zanne. “I retired from 23 years with the California Depart-
ment of Corrections.”

Her last assignment was SLO’s California Men’s

Colony where she volunteered for all CMC'’s activities to
help veterans. “I have sons active in the military. One came
home with PTSD. I know vets need help.” Lt. Nolan is

a veteran who also supervised the K9 program in a different
unit than Lindi’s area of CMC. “I told him Pat and Suzanne
were looking for a way their business could help. Who
wouldn’t love dogs helping vets with PTSD?”

Lt. Nolan hosted them for the New Life K9 graduation.
“We met Mike Nelson that day,” Lindi continued. “His
parole was due that day, but he asked to stay in to partici-
pate in the graduation of the dog he trained for two years.
Giving his dog, Eddie, to a first-responder and the other
men giving up their two dogs to veterans was very emotion-
al. We were convinced the program helped the veterans and
the inmates. I began to change my thinking that day. When
I guarded inmates, I kept my distance. Mike would come
work for Top Dog and is now a good friend.”

Once California reopened for socially distanced dining
service, new protocols meant new training for all.

“The rules kept changing daily,” said Suzanne. “Lin-

di got us through Memorial Day. She moved to Flor-
ida to be with family, and we miss her every day, but
Mike has come back part time.”

It is now August and California’s COVID-19 numbers
are skyrocketing. Governor Newsom closed inside dining
again, but Suzanne and Pat know Top Dog Coffee Bar will
stay open.

“Our local customers are still coming in several times
a week,” said Suzanne. “We’re back up to making our sum-
mer numbers. QOur community proved to us they want us to
stay.”

“The thing is, you never know when you are giving a
lifeline to someone,” said Pat. “During COVID-19, we re-
alized we created our own community - a family who loves
dogs and are commited to helping good people needing a
second chance in life. That’s what Rescue Me Coffee is all
about. I hope more folks in Morro Bay find us. We thank
our local friends who have kept us in business during this
time. They were our hope, our lifeline.”

One Way From page 1

people are wearing masks more regularly, the sidewalk
distance issue is being addressed in some respects through
those efforts.”

But drive down the waterfront on a Saturday, and it’s
clear, not everyone got the message.

“We are encouraged by the trend of more people wear-
ing masks,” Collins said, “but know we aren’t seeing 100%
compliance with the mask order. Therefore, we are working
on ideas to gain more compliance.”

The traffic change wouldn’t be helpful. “Based upon
what we learned from the business outreach,” Collins said,
“as well as observed changes in behavior since the State or-
der on masks went in place, moving forward with a closure
now would create parking and traffic impacts and not really
help businesses and would not address the COVID-19
concerns as effectively as masks.”

The City is working on helping businesses make use of
available outdoor space, with the RRM Design firm in San
Luis Obispo offering to help design spaces for businesses,
as outdoor restaurant seating has not yet been taken away.

“We are helping businesses use public space for
outdoor dining that is safe and socially distant throughout
town [on the waterfront, Downtown, Main Street, etc.],”
Collins said, “and therefore at this point, streets aren’t
needed for that activity at this time.”

The City Council approved spending money on the
1-way street. “Portions of the funds that were set aside for
the closure program,” Collins said, “will be used to address
issues like trash in the tourist serving areas and for helping
with a mask campaign/compliance.”

With over 20 restaurants on the Embarcadero reduced
to mainly takeout orders, the amount of trash produced has
been overwhelming the City’s trashcans, and with seagulls
picking through the refuse, litter is becoming a problem.

Like seemingly everything with this pandemic re-
sponse, things could change again. “All that being said,”
Collins added, “should waterfront businesses express
interest in using the street, or if other conditions related
to COVID-19 heighten, we can consider rolling out the
program at that time.”

BURCH CONCRETE SOLUTIONS - (805) 748-4289
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Obituary

In Memory of Evelyn
LaVerne Smith
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How can we possibly describe Evelyn LaVerne Smith
in a few paragraphs? Accomplished woman, wife,
mother, grandmother, great grandmother, friend? Yes to all
of those, yet she was so much more.

LaVerne was born in the Fort Worth, Texas hospital
across from the stockyards and her Indian grandmother’s
boarding house. She was a Shirley Temple look-a-like and
knew no fear. This courage followed her throughout her
life. She loved gymnastics and dancing and later in life she
would accompany her mom, Violet Calaway, to various
venues in L.A. and Bakersfield.

At 16 she graduated from high school and continued
on to 2 years of college before deciding to marry. Three
children came along in quick succession and kept her ex-
tremely busy. When all were in school, it was necessary for
her to enter the workforce. She tackled her career with that
“no fear” attitude and became a much respected legal secre-
tary, executive assistant and engineering tech for Tidewater,
Getty and Texaco oil companies.

LaVerne was a single mom in the ‘60s and worked
extremely hard to provide for her three children. Certainly
not an easy task, she took the challenge with no complaint
and made it work.

Family friend, Fred Smith, who was to become the love
of her life, reentered the scene and they quickly knew they
were to build a life together. LaVerne finally knew the true
meaning of sharing a life with someone as a friend, compan-
ion and lover. Married 41 years, this was a true union made
in Heaven.

On retirement, they built a home in Cayucos, CA and
lived there forever more. Retirement didn’t stop LaVerne’s
quest for knowledge and learning. She was a voracious
reader and never had less than two books in progress, plus
periodicals and anything else she found interesting. Her
home library is a sight for sore eyes and she cherished it.

LaVerne was very active with the Republican Women’s
Assn., and her sorority and held various positions over the
years. She would travel to conventions whenever possible.
Yep, she loved politics!

This brief history of the life of LaVerne Smith would
be totally incomplete without emphasizing the great love
she had for Christ. Learning of his life and those times
found her attending Bible studies to further this desire. She
took copious notes of passages she wanted to keep fresh in
her mind and loved sharing her love for Christ.

LaVerne leaves behind her loving husband, Fred, sons
Mike and Tim, daughter Denise, step daughter Sandy, step
son Steve, many, many grandchildren and great grandchil-
dren; all will miss her dearly.

She leaves a sizeable hole in his family but we can cer-
tainly say none of us will ever forget her. Happy in Heaven
now.. HALLELUIAH!!
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Cuesta by the Sea - Serene Bay Front Location! “New” Custom, Single-level RARE COASTAL 5-ACRE PARCEL! This rare gem is ready for horses, the Gentleman farm-
home! 1900#, 3 bedrooms & 2 baths. Enjoy sweeping views of Morro Bay, Estero  er or whatever your dream may be. Located just five minutes from the ocean on a private
Estuary, Baywood, Hollister and Coastal Sunsets. Take a short walk to Sweet gated drive; “Snowy Egret’, just off Clark Valley Rd. This single level 2813 square foot (plus
Springs, Sea Pines Golf Course, Downtown Baywood and the Coastal Dunes. A a 400 square foot non-permitted garage conversion) 4-bedroom, 3-bath, bluff top home, has
great place to Launch your kayak, go for a paddle and entertain your family and floor to ceiling windows that offer amazing serene views of a seasonal pond, Coastal Peaks

uests. Experience the eorets. pelicans. harbor seals. and annual mieration of and Sunsets. This turn-key home features many Custom updates including, but not limited
& ¢ 1 f pl d grets, Ii e, A > . ’ g to; a remodeled kitchen and bathrooms, new appliances, heater, water heater, dual glazed
coastal fowl and spawning sea life. A rare gem!

vinyl windows, interior/exterior paint, TPO vinyl roofing system, decking, patio cover and
fencing. The newer steel 26 x 60 (1560 square foot) insulated shop and 3 car garage with an
added covered rear equipment storage is a must for the Gentleman Farmer. You won’t run
out of water with the 70 +/- gallon per minute well with a 5,000 gallon storage tank which is
a real bonus to any land acquisition.

Morro Bay Homes For Sale

Prestigious Morro Heights location! Perched high on the hill with panoramic-breathtaking-unblock- Price + Location = Big Value: Two Spacious Custom-Crafted Bay & Ocean View

able views of the bay, sand spit,ocean and Morro Rock. Custom built, with attention to detail! The first . . . .
level consists of 2 bedrooms & two baths, living room with fireplace, dinning room and kitchen. In the Homes at 706 & 726 Marina Street nestled on one lot in the desirable Helghts area

upstairs addition you will discover a large, light, open & spacious family room with vaulted ceilings, fire- Of Morro Bay. Options abound with identical 3-bedroom/3-bath/1,739 square foot
place, wet bar, 1/2 bath and Master suite. The Master Suite features a large walk in closet and a custom  flpor plans, Art galleries, restaurants, theater, state park, gOlf, tennis, kayaking’

Master bath with a soaking tub, shower and double sinks. The family room and Master bedroom have beach, and hiking trails close by. Great primary residence and/or 2nd home with
sliding glass doors to a large over-sized private patio for you to entertain your family and friends and > g Y- p Y

enjoy the magnificent Coastal Sunsets and views! This location is considered the banana belt of Morro T ental income, or reinvestment 1031 exchange.
Bay because of its desirable warm sunny weather. Don’t miss the opportunity to live on this quiet street

just a short distance from the golf course, state park, bay and downtown!
Homes For Rent
- Los Osos - - Morro Bay - - Arroyo Grande -

| ‘ 1181 Main St. & 4™ 1409 Longbranch
679 Santa Ysabel . 2/1 $2000.00 mo = Sl b | §  2/2 $1645.00 mo

1/1 $850.00 mo

e _ !.LF' R ® 1466 Nipomo - _: . 9150 Avonne Ave. #2 ) 536 Crown Hill
. SRS ) - $3,500.00 mo g 2/1.5 $1,500.00 mo > & 4/3 $3000.00 mo

New Electronic Gates
Don’t Stuff It - Store I1!
Park Your Car in Your Garage
One Month Rent FREE
Up to 10% Discount
Best Rates & Free Locks

BDGET STORAGE AUGUST SPECIAL - LARGE 11X24 UNITS
$225.00 /month/ one year contract/ save $ 840.00!

(805) 528-1133 or toll free (800) 540-0229
1330 Van Beurden Drive, Suite 101, Los Osos
www.bayososbrokers.com
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