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Second Mountain Lion Sighting in
Los Osos Neighborhood

By Theresa-Marie Wilson

n adult mountain lion

was captured on a trail
camera in the front yard of
a home in Los Osos. This is
the second reported sight-
ing of a lion in the area since
March of this year.

Again, the feline, which
can be 60 to180 pounds and
up to 8-feet long, was spot-
ted in the 1100 block of 8th
St., about a block from the
El Moro Elfin Forest Nature
Preserve.

“I notified County
Parks and Fish and Wild-
life,” Gene “Skip” Rotstein,
a retired high school biology
teacher and board member
of the Friends of El Moro
Elfin Forest, told Estero Bay
News. His cameras captured
the first pawed and clawed
animal eight months ago.

“County Parks will probably put a lion [warning] post-
er at each Elfin Forest entrance. My guess is it is the same
lion as in March. Fish and Wildlife or State Parks probably
knows which lion it is because this is probably the only one
in a pretty big area.”

State Parks and the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife could not be reached prior to deadline.

The second, or perhaps the same, lion making an
appearance is verification to Skip that our space is part of
their territory.

“The foggy night video in March was pretty much a
‘proof of existence’ video,” “The night of November 22,
2023, was crystal clear. The lion’s walking pace enabled
the three cameras, spaced twenty to fifty feet apart to cap-
ture every detail — coming, going and sideways.”

Caution and respect should always be foremost in the
wilderness with any animal, but mountain lions are more
common than the weekend hiker might be aware. That is
not a reason to panic, it has likely always been the case.

Freddy Otte, a biologist for the City of San Luis Obis-
po, issued a news release earlier this year following a report
of a mountain lion grabbing a leashed dog in the Prefumo

Residents Balk at City Plans for
Canet Road Walk-Bridge

By Neil Farrell

Arural Morro Bay neighborhood is in a
quandary as the City plans to remove
a footbridge over Chorro Creek that they
say they need during the winter when high
creek flows make a road bridge impassable
to be able to get home.

And with this coming winter anticipat-
ed to be another wet one, due to a predict-
ed El Nifo weather pattern, this winter
could be a real challenge.

Residents living on the end stretch of
Canet Road off Hwy 1 east of town as it
begins climbing the lower flank of Hollister
Peak, are prepared to wage a pitched battle
with the City over what they call the “walk-
bridge” that’s been there so long, its origin
story is a little murky

The Setting

The roadway on Canet dips steeply
down at the creek crossing, turning into a
1-lane, narrow roadway after it crosses the
normally calm and tranquil water.

Homes are on short driveways off
the main thoroughfare, which passes by a
tiny historic cemetery where many of the
former residents are buried.

The walk-bridge runs adjacent to the
roadway, but crosses the creek about 15-
feet higher than dip in the road bridge.

Canet Road dips low as it crosses Chorro Creek.

That means when rising water crests
over the top of the road bridge, the walk-
bridge is the only safe way across Chorro
Creek. They’ve used it for longer than
anyone can recall.

“Many years ago,” reads a post on a
special website the residents put up enti-
tled “Save the Walk Bridge” (see: https://
savethewalkbridge.com), “we are still trying

Footage from a trail camera shows a mountain lion about a block from the

El Moro Elfin Forest Nature Preserve. Photo by Gene ‘Skip’ Rotstein

Creek area and taking off with it, dragging the owner in
the process. The dog died in the incident, and the lion was
successfully trapped, fitted with a GPS tracker and relocat-
ed outside of the city.

“It’s important to remember that we live in a region
that is home to a variety of wildlife, including mountain
lions,” Otte said. “These majestic creatures have been
roaming these hills and valleys for centuries, and while
they are a natural part of our environment, it’s understand-
able that the recent sightings and attack on a pet may be
causing some concern. Mountain lion attacks on humans
are extremely rare, and it’s even rarer for them to occur in
urban areas.”

California Department of Fish and Wildlife defines
a mountain lion attack as an incident resulting in direct
physical contact between a human and a mountain lion re-
sulting in physical injury or death to the person. An attack
is verified only when a physician, law enforcement officer
or CDFW personnel determine the injuries were caused
by a mountain lion. The list of attacks, located at wildlife.
ca.gov/Conservation/Mammals/Mountain-Lion/Attacks,
show people from 5 to 70 years old. Since 1986, there have
been 21 verified attacks in CA — four were fatal.

Mountain Lion Continued on page 15

More Alcohol Sales
Approved

Two new liquor licenses were recently approved by the
Morro Bay City Council.

By Neil Farrell

he Morro Bay City Council is 2-for-2 when asked to

approve new liquor licenses in town.

The Council recently approved support for a license
to sell beer and wine at the recently completed Hampton
Inn, located at 295 Atascadero Rd., next to Morro Bay High
School.

The Type 20 license from the Department of Alcohol-
ic Beverage Control (ABC), allows the hotel to sell alcohol
for off site consumption, just like a grocery store or a mini-
mart.

According to the ABC website, Type 20 licenses are
“Issued to retail stores. Authorizes the sale of beer and
wine for consumption off the premises where sold. Minors
are allowed on the premises.”

Minors, those under 21, are of course entirely prohib-
ited from purchasing, possessing or consuming alcoholic
beverages.

So why would minors be allowed in the store? Being a
hotel, children might be expected to accompany an adult or
maybe a parent down to the store in the Inn’s lobby, just as
they might go into a mini-mart with their mom or dad.

The license means the Inn’s employees will have to
check IDs just like a liquor store clerk must do and could be
subject to underage sting operations by ABC, the County
Sheriff or local police.

The approval is the Council’s second since ordering
such licenses to come to them instead of being approved or
denied “over-the-counter” at the planning department.

Alcohol Sales Continued on page 15

Wind Knocks The Rock off the Air

By Neil Farrell

he’s a mighty radio station but apparently no match for

Mother Nature. The Estero Bay’s community radio
station is hoping its supporters will come through and keep
commercial-free public radio live and on the air.

On Wednesday, Nov. 15, strong overnight winds blew
down a radio tower installed at the City of Morro Bay’s
Corporation Yard on Atascadero Road.

That old radio tower used to hold the City’s wireless
communications antennae for dispatching maintenance
crews — for roads, water and sewer issues.

But the tower is no longer in use and the City doesn’t

Off The Air Continued on page 16

Canet Road Continued on page 8

Moving Forward: Worldwide Travel
Correspondent Picks Morro Bay Best of...

By Judy Salamacha

When Morro Bay’s Tom Wilmer entered La Katrina’s Au-

thentic Mexican Cocina he was dressed head to toe in mil-
itary fatigues. A longtime friend and colleague, it had been
several years and seven national awards for him since I'd
updated his amazing career producing “Issues & Ideas” for
public radio’s San Luis Obispo affiliate KCBX and “Jour-
neys of Discovery with Tom Wilmer” on www.npr.com.

Fatigues? What else had changed? Would Tom

announce he’d been deployed to battle-torn Ukraine or
the Gaza Strip? I had reviewed his recent work and had

Moving Forward Continued on page 17
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News
Deadline Missed;
Gibson Recall Halted

By Neil Farrell

he North County-driv-

en effort to recall Dist.
2 County Supervisor Bruce
Gibson has been terminated
by the County Clerk-Re-
corder, after the recall
proponents committed a

procedural SNAFU and the
Clerk-Recorder ended the
effort and possibly returned
a sense of sanity to what was
shaping up to be a seriously
odd election.

County Clerk-Recorder Elaina Cano on Nov. 15,
terminated the effort to recall Gibson. “The termination of
the recall process was the result of the petitioner missing
a deadline per California Elections Code,” reads a news
release from Cano’s Office.

The “Committee to Support the Recall of Supervisor
Bruce Gibson,” as the proponents called themselves, served
Gibson a “Notice to Recall” at his Cayucos home on Oct.
27, and Gibson filed an official response with the County
Clerk-Recorder’s Office on Halloween, wherein he sharply
criticized the recall effort.

“On Oct. 31,” Cano’s news release said, “Supervisor
Gibson issued an answer to the recall proponents’ filing of
an intention to circulate a recall petition. Section 11042 re-
quires the proponents of a recall effort to submit two blank
copies of the petition to be circulated, along with proof of
publication of intent ‘at least once in a newspaper of general
circulation,” within 10-days of that answer.”

That meant the clock was ticking as of the 31st and
time ran out on the recall. “The deadline,” the release said,
“for the Clerk-Recorder to receive the blank copies and
proof of publication was Monday, Nov. 13, 2023. The peti-
tioner did not attempt to file them until today [Nov. 15].”

But it might not be over yet. “By law,” Cano’s release
said, “the recall proponents are entitled to initiate a new
recall effort should they choose, but they must begin the
process again from the start.”

Estero Bay News queried the recall committee as to
their future plans but did not get an answer before deadline.

If the issue is indeed dead, it brings to an end a poten-
tial election mess in 2024, as the people who would be able
to sign a recall petition and then vote on it, would come
from the Dist. 2 electorate used in the 2022 elections, and
not the current Dist. 2, which came into existence earlier
this year.

In 2021, the redistricting map approved by Supervi-
sors took Morro Bay and Los Osos, plus a sizable chunk
of SLO out of Dist. 2 and split them into a new Dist. 3
(Morro Bay and SLLO) and 5 (Los Osos). All five Supervisor
Districts were dramatically changed and Gibson picked up
Atascadero, San Miguel and part of Templeton for the Dist.
2 2022 elections. He won that election by 13 votes.

So the recall, which was launched by people from
those North County areas, would have been in the hands of
people that Gibson no longer directly represents.

Adding to the boggle, those same people would then
be able to vote for Dist. 1 or 5, and would have been able to
decide Gibson’s fate. Cano’s termination of the recall, if it
holds, would end all this and set the Supervisor elections
right again.

City Hires Interim
Assistant City Manager

By Neil Farrell

Morro Bay has hired a
temporary assistant
city manager taking over for
the former ACM who left
for the greener pastures and
the same job in Sunnyvale.

City Manager Yvonne
Kimball pegged retired
Los Gatos finance direc-
tor, Steve Conway, as the
Interim Assistant City
Manager/Administrative
Services Director, filling
in for former ACM/ASD,
Sarah Johnson-Rios, who
left in early October after a
couple of years on the job. She came here from Paso Robles
and started in Sunnyvale as their assistant city manager on
Oct. 23, making nearly three times as much money as she
did in Morro Bay.

Under the current City Salary Schedule, the assistant
city manager/administrative services director job pays
from $144,000 (at Step 1) to $175,000 (Step 5), plus bene-
fits and retirement. Conway was hired making “$87.56 per
hour,” Kimball’s report to Council said, “which is within
the hourly compensation range for the Assistant City
Manager/Administrative Services Director position. By law
his hours are limited to no more than 960 per fiscal year.”
That’s because Conway is officially retired and under the
Public Employee Retirement System (PERS) he is limited
in the number of hours he can work in a government inter-
im position like this and still collect his pension.

“Under CalPERS rules,” Kimball said, “the compensa-
tion paid to retirees cannot be less than the minimum nor
exceed the maximum monthly base salary paid to other em-
ployees performing comparable duties, divided by 173.333
to equal the hourly rate” [$182,118 a year divided by 12
months, divided by 173.333 hours a month = $87.56/Hr.].
He will not be getting the insurance benefits of regular
City employees, which will save the taxpayers a little bit of
money.

“Retired annuitants,” Kimball said, “cannot receive any
other benefit, incentive, compensation in lieu of benefit or
other form of compensation in addition to this hourly pay
rate. Therefore, compensation will be no more than the
hourly rate of the Assistant City Manager/Administrative
Services Director position, and those amounts have been
programmed in the current year FY 2023/24 approved
budget.”

Kimball went looking for an interim ACM right
after Johnson-Rios gave notice. “Following notice of Ms.
Johnson-Rios’ resignation,” Kimball said, “Staff explored
options for pursuing an Interim while we recruit for a per-
manent Assistant City Manager/Administrative Services
Director. As of Oct. 5, 2023, the City is actively recruiting
for this position.” Johnson-Rios helped find Conway to take
over for her before she left.

Though readers might think an assistant city manager’s
job is like the vice president with not much to do, this is a
big job with a lot of responsibilities.

According to the City’s website, the assistant city
manager is “Under general administrative direction of the
City Manager, plans, organizes, and directs the activities of
the Administrative Services Department by developing and
implementing efficient and effective financial policies, plans
and reporting systems to ensure the City’s long-term fiscal
health; oversees Information Systems and may oversee Hu-
man Resources; coordinating assigned activities with City
departments and outside agencies; organizing and coordi-
nating other programs and projects as assigned by the City
Manager; and representing the City Manager as assigned.”
They also assume the manager’s duties and responsibilities
when that person is out of town.

City of Morro Bay
Interim Assistant City
Manager Steve Conway.
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But the biggest job will be getting information togeth-
er for the next City Budget, which is due to go to the City
Council for approval by next June.

Meanwhile the City is advertising the position now
and according to the notice on the City website, the salary
ranges from $149,829 to $182,118 annually. The job flyer
doesn’t give a deadline date for applications.

Supervisors Fire
Interim County Admin
Officer

By Neil Farrell

he County is again

under the direction of
a temporary administrative
officer, after the Board of
Supervisors fired an interim
CAQO they just hired a few
months ago, and pegged
the No. 2 woman at the
County to take over while
the worldwide search for
a permanent replacement
continues.

Supervisors on Nov.

17 announced the immediate
termination of Interim CAQ,
John Nilon, “After an inves-
tigation of improper conduct
toward women in violation of
the County’s policy against
discrimination and harassment,” reads a new release from
the County Counsel’s Office.

The announcement came a couple of days after a
closed session meeting on Tuesday, Nov. 14 amongst Su-
pervisors when he was told of the complaint and investiga-
tion. They put him on paid leave at that time.

Nilon resigned the next day (Nov. 15) and under his
contract the resignation wouldn’t be effective for 30 days,
but the ongoing investigation, which apparently came to a
head at another closed session meeting on Friday, Nov. 17,
proved decisive enough for Supervisors to act immediately.

County Supervisors fired interim
County Administrative Officer,
John Nilon, on Nov. 17, after
allegations of discrimination and
harassment were field against
him by an unnamed County
employee
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News

“The Board made the
decision to terminate Mr.
Nilon’s employment effec-
tive immediately in closed
session,” the news release
said.

Board Chairman, Dist.

1 Supervisor John Peschong,
said, “Our policy is clear and
adherence to it is manda-
tory by all employees. The
County has a zero-tolerance
policy for any violations.”

“The County,” he
continued, “is committed to

Former Assistant County CAO,
Rebecca Campbell, was named
providing a work environment the interim CAO replacing John

Nilon who was fired amidst

where everyone is treated with !
harassment allegations.

respect and professionalism.
We expect all employees to adhere to the policy and expect
our CAO to exhibit the best judgment when dealing with
employees in the workplace.”

No further details were given and none would be ex-
pected given that this is a sensitive personnel matter.

However, the County did say that Nilon’s firing has
nothing to do with another County employee’s alleged
shenanigans. “Mr. Nilon’s departure is unrelated to the
investigation of an employee within the Information Tech-
nology Department

Neal told The Tribune that Nilon was fired for alleged
“improper conduct toward women;” specifically for violat-
ing the County policy on discrimination and harassment.

Citing an anonymous County source, the Tribune
reported that “Nilon was questioned about the harassment
allegations on Wednesday, and submitted his resignation
later that day.”

But according to an online news site, Cal Coast News,
Nilon is calling it all a bunch of hokum.

“First,” Nilon reportedly told CCN after his ouster,

“it is ridiculous to terminate someone who has already
resigned. Second, and most important, this is purely a po-
litical stunt, trying to curry favor with those unhappy with
the speed at which I have led change.”

He pointed out that he’s never gotten anything in
writing. “I have never been presented with any written alle-
gations of misconduct by anyone in the county,” Nilon was
quoted by CCN, “and as such, any comments by the board
or their representatives are entirely fabricated and have no
basis in truth.”

The hints there’s something wrong at the County.
“Two CAQ’s and one homeless division director,” he told
CCN, “have resigned within the last six months, perhaps
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the focus should not be on those who resigned but instead
on the board who caused those resignations. I have done
what I set out to accomplish and look forward to going back
to where I came from, retirement.”

Assistant County Administrative Officer, Rebecca
Campbell, was named Acting CAO until a permanent
replacement is chosen.

Nilon was hired May 1 to take over the CAQO’s duties
after former CAO Wade Horton resigned suddenly last
March and also without explanation.

Much speculation has been made over Horton’s depar-
ture, as it came closely after Supervisors voted 3-2 to throw
out the redistricting map that had been approved in 2021,
a normal procedure after the results of the U.S. Census (in
2020).

That new map radically changed all five districts and
placed Los Osos and Morro Bay, as well as a large portion
of SLO, into different districts. The new map took away
the right to vote for County Supervisor away from voters in
Morro Bay, Los Osos, SLO and the residents in between.
Dist. 2 Supervisor Bruce Gibson, whose new Second Dis-
trict, now included Atascadero, Parts of Templeton and San
Miguel. Despite losing much of his traditional voter base,
Gibson still eked out a 13-vote win over challenger Bruce
Jones of Atascadero.

After Dist. 4’s Jimmy Paulding, who won his seat in
the June Primary, and Dist. 3’s Dawn Ortiz-Legg, who also
won the seat she had been appointed to by the Governor, to
replace the late Dist. 3 Supervisor Adam Hill.

Despite winning the election, the Board’s liberal
majority (Supervisor positions are non-partisan), settled a
citizen’s group’s lawsuit seeking to overturn the 2021 map,
and settled out of court for $300,000.

The majority then voted to cancel the 2021 map and
approved a new map that closely matched the former dis-
trict map that was instituted after the 2010 Census.

Nilon also played prominently in a recent announce-
ment of a recall effort against Gibson. The proponents of
that recall effort listed Horton’s departure and claimed
Gibson had hired one of his donors (Nilon) for the lucra-
tive interim CAQO position, which paid some $144 per hour.

The official “Notice to Recall” document filed against
Gibson, it stated the he “abused his power as County Su-
pervisor by (a) getting rid of effective County Administra-
tive Officer, Wade Horton, and replacing him with a crony
and political contributor.”

That recall effort was recently terminated by the
County Clerk-Recorder after the proponents missed a
paperwork deadline that she had set.

Though the recall petitioners can still move forward,
they must start all over again with a Notice to Recall.
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Addis Appointed to
Policy and Research

ssemblymember Dawn

Addis (D-Morro Bay)
is the new Assistant Ma-
jority Leader of Policy and
Research. Speaker Robert
Rivas appointed Addis who
will lead the Assembly Of-
fice of Research and Policy
and will oversee a staff of
experienced policy experts
who analyze and research
the pressing issues Cali-
fornia is facing, including
climate change, economic
inequality and housing.

“I’'m grateful to have
Assemblymember Addis on our team, working with our top
policy experts, leading on analysis and taking action on the
critical issues facing all Californians,” Speaker Rivas said in
a news release. “Our caucus requires a deep understanding
of the issues, and I look forward to working with Dawn as
we unlock solutions that serve our 40 million residents.”

For the past year, Addis was assigned seats on the Nat-
ural Resources, Higher Education, Veterans Affairs, Public
Employment and Retirement, and Rules Committees.

“I'm thankful to Speaker Rivas for entrusting me with
such an important leadership position,” Addis said. “The
Central Coast district that I represent shares the challeng-
es facing the rest of the state and I'm looking forward to
working on innovative policy solutions that benefit Central
Coast residents and all Californians in the years ahead.”

Addis had six bills signed by Governor Gavin New-
som, including legislation to remove barriers that prevent
minors who have experienced sexual abuse from seeking
justice against their abusers, enhance housing options
for seniors and community college students and legislation
to further opportunity for multilingual students.

In addition, Addis Chairs the Central Coast Legisla-
tive Caucus, is the Assembly appointee to the California
Ocean Protection Council and chairs two Assembly select
committees: The Select Committee on Offshore Wind
Energy in California and the Select Committee on Serving
Students with Disabilities.

The Assembly Office of Policy and Research goals are
to translate research into good public policy for the Assem-
bly Democratic Caucus. The staff of the office researches
and analyses complex policy issues for Assemblymembers
and their staff, leadership offices and Assembly commit-
tees.

Dawn Addis
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News
City to Study Water,

Sewer Rates

By Neil Farrell

he City of Morro Bay is looking for someone to con-

duct a rate study for its water and sewer systems, and
residents can probably expect the costs for both to increase.

In a “request for proposals” notice, the City said, “The
objective of the RFP is to receive proposals for a Water and
Sewer Rate Fee Study that includes reviewing and updating
all fees and charges for services, recommending additional
fees, provide a comparison of current water and sewer sys-
tem costs [operations, capital improvements, bonded debt]
against appropriate industry benchmarks.”

The City is wrapping up its massive “Water Reclama-
tion Facility” or WRF Project now, with construction com-
pleted and the remaining testing and certifying and review
normal with such huge projects underway now before a
final determination is made and the contractors paid off.

Though there has been a SNAFU — a problem with
unanticipated heavy in-flow into the collection system that
showed its ugly face during last winter’s fierce storms.

In-flow into the system from cracks in the collection
pipes that lie in the ground surrounded by groundwater,
exceeded the disposal system pipe built as part of the WREF.

It’s a long-time problem the City has had with its aging
collection system — wet winters, means high groundwater,
which leads to high in-flow into the old sewer pipes result-
ing in high flow rates to the treatment plant.

A new rate study, if it looks at future maintenance
needs and costs, will surely have to consider this expense.
There should not, however, be any rate hikes needed to
finish the WREF.

There will also be costs the City incurs in the dem-
olition of the old sewer plant on Atascadero Road in the
WREF financing. That final bit of business with the Cayu-
cos Sanitary District has been under negotiations and the
City Council held a discussion at a recent closed session
meeting. The two agencies are co-owners of the Atascadero
Road treatment plant property and the undersea discharge
pipeline connected now to the City’s new WRF.

The CSD built its own treatment plant on Toro Creek
Road and discharges its unused effluent via an undersea
pipeline left over from Chevron’s old Estero Bay Marine
(oil) Terminal that ceased operations in 1999.

The City is also in discussions with the Rancho Colina
RV/MHP located east of the City Limits on Hwy 41, to
potentially have it hook up to the City water and sewer
systems.

Also, the water-recycling portion of the WRF Project
is just now beginning to be designed and permitted, with
the Council recently awarding contract extensions to cover
some aspects of that work.

Construction costs of what amounts to a “purple pipe”
recycling system have yet to be determined, but it’s safe
to assume it will run several million dollars. Wastewater
recycling was a requirement for the low-interest financing
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the City took out for the WRF Project from both the State
and Federal Governments.

Bids on the rate study are due Nov. 30 with a contract
slated to be awarded in January. Costs would come out of
the water and sewer fund budgets.

Nominations Open Now
for March Primary

f you're ready to take the plunge into local politics and
dive into the deep end of the pool, the nomination period
for next March’s Primary Election is open now.

“Monday, Nov. 13,” reads a notice from the Clerk-Re-
corder’s Office, “signals the beginning of the nomination
period for the March 5, 2024, Presidential Primary Elec-
tion.”

If anyone wants to run for office in that election, the
deadline to get nomination papers in is 5 p.m. Friday, Dec.
8. But if an incumbent in that office decides not to run,
then the deadline gets pushed back to Wednesday, Dec.

13 for that race only. Already, we know that Dist. 5 Coun-
ty Supervisor Debbie Arnold does not plan to run again,
however, “This extension period does not apply for party
central committee or county council contests or when the
incumbent is not running due to term limits.”

The 2024 Elections will be crowded ballots. Contests
on the ballot include:

+ Federal (elected nationally): U.S. President/Vice
President;

+ Federal (elected statewide): U.S. Senator (partial /un-
expired term) and U.S. Senator (full term);

* Federal (elected by district): U.S. Representative in
Congressional Dist. 19 and 24;

+ State (elected by district): State Senator Districts 17
and 21; members of the State Assembly Districts 30 and
37;

* Judicial (elected countywide): Superior Court Offices
(judges) 2,4, 5,6, 7, 8,9, and 13;

+ County (elected by district): County Supervisorial
Dist. 1, 3, and 5;

+ County (elected countywide): partisan offices of the
County Central Committee/County Council Contests
(The Democratic County Central Committee elects mem-
bers by district) for all qualified parties except the Ameri-
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can Independent Party.

Anyone interested in running for office is encouraged
to call the elections office at 805-781-5228 to make an ap-
pointment so that their nomination papers can be prepared
in advance.

And if you despise politics and would never run for
office, but like to keep tabs on the players, the Clerk-Re-
corder’s Office will post the status of candidates daily, see:
slovote.com.

A person could also apply to be a volunteer poll worker
on Election Day at this website.

Community Needs
Hearing, Dec. 12

By Neil Farrell

ounty Supervisors will hold a hearing to get the pub-

lic’s input on how it should spend federal housing and
community development grant monies next year.

The hearing is set for 9 a.m. Tuesday, Dec. 12 at the
Supervisors Chambers in the County Government Center,
at 1055 Monterey St., San Luis Obispo.

“The purpose of the hearing,” reads a news release
from County Social Services Department, “is to give the
public an opportunity to express their views on both the
needs of the community and the use of federal funds. The
results of the Community Needs Assessment Survey will
be presented during the hearing.” That online survey was
done back in October and had just 166 respondents in a
County with over 230,000 residents.

The so-called “Urban County of San Luis Obispo,”
which includes all seven of the incorporated cities (in-
cluding Morro Bay), and SLO County towns — receives
federal grant monies under several programs, including
the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG); the
Home Investment Partnership Program (HOME); Home
Investment Partnership Program American Rescue Plan
(HOME-ARP); Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG); Per-
manent Local Housing Allocation (PLHA); Title 29 Funds;
plus County General Funds.

Such grant funds are meant to address housing and
community development needs and are doled out annually
on a per capita basis.

“CDBG funds,” the release said, “can be used for hous-
ing, public facilities, and economic development activities
that benefit low-income persons. HOME funds are used
to support affordable housing projects for low-income
families. ESG funds support homeless shelters, domes-
tic violence shelters, homelessness prevention, and rapid
re-housing programs.”

According to the County Social Services’ website
(see: www.slocounty.gov/communitydevelopment), Social
Services works “in partnership with the U.S. Department
of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), the Coun-
ty of San Luis Obispo uses federal funds to support and
develop public services, affordable housing, and economic
opportunities on the central coast.

“These community development efforts are currently
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News

guided by the priorities set in the 2020-2024 Consolidated
Plan. The Consolidated Plan, its concurrent Action Plans,
and the related block grants are administered by the Home-
less Services Division.”

In the current Action Plan, there are five basic areas
the public said needed these grant monies — affordable
housing; homelessness service; public services; economic
development; and public facilities.

According to the Plan’s summary: “The overall goal
of the Urban County’s community development programs
is to encourage viable and sustainable communities by
providing affordable housing, a suitable living environment,
and expanded economic opportunities. The Consolidat-
ed Plan enables the Urban County of San Luis Obispo to
examine the housing and community development needs
of this community, and to develop programs that effectively
utilize the resources available to address these needs and
improve the quality of life for low- and moderate-income
residents.”

In practical terms, the Consolidated Plan is a blueprint
for how and where the County should spend these grant
monies.

Another County

Employee in Trouble
By Neil Farrell

It’s head honcho quit, then his temporary replacement
tried to quit but was then fired, and now another SLO
County employee is in hot water after being suspected of
using taxpayer money on himself or herself.

According to a news release from Jim Hamilton, SLO
County Auditor-Controller-Treasurer-Tax Collector, on
Nov. 13 the District Attorney’s Office served a search
warrant on the employee’s home and office at the County
Government Center after an internal investigation gave
them probable cause for a warrant.

“This came,” the news release said, “following an inter-
nal County-initiated investigation focused on the potential

misuse of County funds for personal purchases. Evidence
discovered during the internal investigation was provided
to law enforcement leading to the search warrant served.”

That same day the employee was placed on paid ad-
ministrative leave, Hamilton’s release said.

They have not released the employee’s name nor any
other distinguishing information.

“The County,” Hamilton’s release said, “is not naming
the employee due to the confidentiality restraints of on-go-
ing internal and external criminal investigations. Those
investigations will assess the extent of any criminal wrong-
doing and appropriate personnel actions.”

If the person is charged the D.A.’s Office will likely
have to release the person’s identity, as it would be includ-
ed in the court filings.

Meanwhile, the Tribune, citing an unnamed County
spokesperson, reported that the person worked in the I'T
Department (Information Technologies).

The County reportedly started its investigation several
weeks ago and the employee “works in a mid-level position
in the department, according to the spokesperson,” the
Tribune reported.

D.A. investigators will continue their investigation and
the internal investigation will go on as well, as the County
seeks to uncover the extent of the potential crimes.

The announcement came just a few days before the
County’s employment relationship with an interim admin-
istrative officer fell apart and he resigned amidst an investi-
gation into claims of “improper conduct toward women in
violation of the County’s policy against discrimination and
harassment,” according to a news release from the County
Counsel’s Office.

Interim CAOQ, John Nilon, was officially “fired” a day
later in closed session after County Supervisors got the
results of the internal investigation.

Though he resigned first, he was let go rather than paid
to work for another 30 days after tendering his resignation,
as per Nilon’s contract.

The IT employee reportedly works in a mid-level
position in the I'T Department, according to The Tribune.
The nature of the alleged theft — how much and how was it
done? — have not been disclosed.
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Shooting in Los Osos
Sends Man to Hospital

he Sheriff’s De-

partment arrested
a 20-year-old Los Osos
resident following an alleged
shooting.

On Nov. 26, deputies
responded to a report of
a victim with a gunshot
wound in the 1900 block of
10th Street in Los Osos a
little after 1 a.m.

Sheriff’s Detectives
were immediately called out
to investigate the incident.

“Detectives determined
a shooting had occurred at that
location,” said Tony Cipolla
in a news release. “A search was immediately conducted
for the suspect. He was identified as 20-year-old Christian
CambrayMartinez of Los Osos. Deputies were able to lo-
cate the suspect nearby and he was taken into custody.”

The victim, 29, was transported to a local hospital and
is said to be in stable condition with non-life-threatening
wounds, according to Cipolla.

CambrayMartinez was booked into County Jail on
numerous charges including assault with a deadly weapon
and violating his probation.

The investigation is ongoing. As of press deadline, no
further information was available.

Christian Cambray-Martinez.
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County Grant to
Educate Young Drivers

he County of San Luis Obispo Behavioral Health

Department received a $113,000 grant from the
California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS) to increase
education among young adults around responsible and
safe driving. The Department’s Prevention & Outreach
Division will use the funds to raise awareness about the
risks of impaired, distracted, and unsafe driving.

The Youth Traffic Safety Initiative grant will allow
funding through September 2024 to support:

* Ongoing training and presentations to middle, high
school, and college students focusing on alcohol and drug
impaired, distracted, and unsafe driving.

+ Educational campaigns focused on impaired and
distracted driving, especially during major national
traffic safety events such as Winter Mobilization Month,
Superbowl, National Distracted Driving Awareness,
Summer Mobilization National Teen Safe Driving Week.

+ Outreach at local high-traffic events including
high school rallies, Cal Poly Rodeo, community farmers
markets, California Mid-State Fair, and local health fairs
to increase awareness around safe driving practices.

* Needs and Wishes Fundraiser Dec. 9

* On Saturday, December 9, the 18th Annual Needs
‘n Wishes Holiday Fundraiser takes place from 10 a.m.
to 7 p.m. At the South Bay Community Center, 2180
Palisades Avenue, Los Osos.

* Watch the Chamber of Commerce’s Los Osos
Christmas Parade, then visit with Santa, enjoy free cook-
ies, refreshments, and entertainment. Shop at Santa’s
Toy Store, Mrs. Claus Bake Shop, and bid on our huge
silent auction. Be sure to get a bite to eat at Rudolph’s
Kitchen and save up your spare change to fill the 2-gallon
water jug.

* The event is sponsored by the South Bay Seniors -
People Helping People

- to benefit 40 Prado Homeless Shelter Services
Center - SLO Noor Clinic, a free health clinic for the
uninsured and underinsured.

+ Readers who would like to make a monetary dona-
tion, cans make out a check to People Helping People and
designate Needs, N Wishes in the memo section. Mail to
P.O.Box 6721, Los Osos Ca, 93442. The first $8,000 in
donations will be matched dollar for dollar. Every penny
goes to Prado and SLO Noor Clinic.

+ For more information, call 805 528-5800.

Estero Bay News Briefs

By Theresa-Marie Wilson

Low Income Housing in
SLO Could Spread

he City of San Luis Obispo and its partners were

recently awarded a $400,000 award to create a commu-
nity-led concierge service called SLO Green and Healthy
Homes — a program that officials say, “will expand over
time and the lessons learned can then be used by other
communities in California and throughout the nation.”

SLO Green and Healthy Homes will help low-income
building owners who want to improve their homes by
investing in energy-efficient upgrades, solar panels, and
high-efficiency electric appliances.

“Federal and state funds to promote energy improve-
ments are heavily focused on low-income homeowners
and, in our community, that primarily means mobile and
manufactured homeowners. These improvements have the
potential to provide cleaner indoor air, provide access to air
conditioning, and stabilize energy bills,” said Chris Read,
sustainability manager.

The program will initially focus on serving the over
1,400 mobile and manufactured homes in the community
and will eventually expand to serve the entire community
in the hopes of helping the City reach its climate action goal
of communitywide carbon neutrality by 203 5. The success
of the program could see other communities implementing
the process.

“There are historic levels of federal, state, and regional
funding available to support building energy retrofits,”

a news release said. “However, accessing these funding
sources is often complicated and time consuming for many
community members. The Department of Energy funding
will support the City and its partners CAPSLO (Commu-
nity Action Partnership of SLO County) and the Diversity
Coalition of SLO County as they seek to create a program
that will simplify access to the multiple funding resources.”

For more information, visit www.slocity.org/Climate-
Action.

Cuesta Inlet,
Challenges Remain

Save Cuesta Inlet Inc, the non-profit organization
seeking the transfer of the privately owned Cuesta Inlet to
the public domain, has reason to cheer, but work still needs
to be done.

The groups fundraising efforts have now approached

$200,000, but well below the price tag of the 13-acre
property, which was put up for sale for one million dol-
lars. Funds were gathered over the last year and a half
from more than 200 donors throughout the region.

The inlet to the Morro Bay National Estuary has
been enjoyed for decades by area hikers, kayakers,
birders, and others who appreciate a quiet space to take
in the central coast’s beauty. It was created in the 1950s
when the owners at that time dredged the marshland
in an attempt to develop it for residences or vacation
homes with bay access.

The proposed development never came to fruition
and the land has remained vacant.

“Save Cuesta Inlet has been working with the
property’s multiple owners, along with grantors,
government agencies and conservancies that have
expressed strong interest in the purchase and transfer
of the land for public use,” said SCI representatives.
“Towards that end, Save Cuesta Inlet had the property
appraised and is seeking to have it purchased for the
appraised amount consistent with IRS guidelines that
limit government agencies and non-profit organizations
to paying no more than the appraised value.”

The current appraisal value of $700,000, is less
than the $1,000,000 asking price and all five of the
private parties who own the land must agree to the sale
price, negotiations are continuing. It is the fervent hope
of Save Cuesta Inlet, its donors and thousands of Los
Osos and area residents that a deal can be reached.

To learn more about the effort to Save Cuesta Inlet,
including historic photos, maps, and an FAQ, go to
savecuestainlet.org.

Send your news, community and business briefs to Edi-
tor@EsteroBayNews.com. Be sure to include the who, what,
why, where and when information along with a contact
person.
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Taylor Wins CIF; Girls Qualify for State
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Morro Bay High’s Girls’ Varsity Cross Country Team pose for photos on the winner’s stage to accept their
2nd Place plaque after the CIF Central Section Finals held Nov. 16 in Clovis’ Woodward Park. Pictured
from left are: Shelby Taylor, Mia Bennett, Wendy Wilson, Noleena Fahy, Lily Buller, Astrid Barnett-Davis,
and Jane Hotaling; with head coach Jennifer Lacovara Frere and assistant coach, Jackie Wilson.

By Neil Farrell

orro Bay High School’s Girls’ Varsity

Cross Country Team won a chance to
compete for a State Championship after the
girls took second at the CIF Central Sec-
tion Div. 4 Finals and the top Lady Pirate
runner won a CIF Championship; so too
the Pirates’ best boys’ team runner.

Now, the girls’ team and the solo boy’s
runner were scheduled to run at the State
Meet on Nov. 25 (post press time) back in
Clovis.

Shelby Wins

Morro Bay’s Shelby Taylor raced to
an over-10-second win in the Div. 4 race
leading the Lady Pirates to a second place
finish behind Kerman.

Taylor’s wining time in the 3-mile race
was 19 minutes 09.02 seconds, far ahead
of second place finisher, Anna Villavicen-
cio of Woodlake in 19:13.65 and Alyana
Chaves of Roosevelt was third (19:34.32).
Fourth went to Jaslyn Rodriguez of Liberty
of Madera in 19:47.61 and fifth was Irene
Martinez of Matilda Torres in 19:57.44.

The next highest MBHS runner was
ninth place, Mia Bennett in 20:49.83
and third best was Lilith Buller (16th,
21:18.01).

Noleena Fahy was 87th (24:05.26)
and Jane Hotaling was 105th in 24:45.83;

followed by Astrid Barnett-Davis (138th,
25:57.2).

Bennett and Taylor both received
individual CIF medals and there were 204
runners in the Div. 4 girls’ race.

In the team scoring, Kerman won CIF
with 95 points, and Morro Bay was second
with 112. Third was Arvin with 145 points;
Matilda Torres H.S. was fourth with 169
points; and fifth went to Roosevelt with
174.

Morro Bay’s CIF win followed up on
the Girls’ Ocean League Championship just
a week prior.

Should they triumph at the State Meet
they would be the first MBHS cross coun-
try team to ever win a State Championship,
though there have been individual cham-
pions, including twice by Isaiah Festa and
current Pirates’ head coach Jennifer Frere
(when she was Jennifer Lacovara).

Kelly Takes Second

Morro Bay’s top runner, Otis Kelly, ran
the race of his life so far taking second in
the Div. 4 race, and leading the Pirates to a
sixth place finish, but out of the money for
the whole team to qualify for State.

Kelly clocked 16:07.71 in the 3-mile
race behind winner Evan Torres of Parlier
in 15:53.23. Israel Gutierrez of Del Oro
was third in 16:28.25; and fourth was Kade
Ketterman of Taft Union (16:45.25). Jose
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Delgadillo of McFarland
was fifth in 16:51.51.

Morro Bay’s other
top runners were: Lucas
McAlpine (51st, 18:24.07);
Eli Waldman (55th,
18:30.12); Nathan Fuller
(75th, 19:01.49); Dominic
Holst (88th, 19:23.20); and
Joaquin Cuellar (110th,
19:50.68). There were 217
runners in this race and
only Kelly medaled for
Morro Bay.

Del Oro took the team
title with 60 points; Justin
Garza was second with 88;

and McFarland was third

with 108. Fourth went to
Nipomo with 160; Taft
Union was fifth (213); and
Morro Bay sixth with 248
points.

Kelly will now com-
pete in the State Meet as an
individual.

Both Are Young Teams

It should be noted that the girls’
Taylor, Wilson, and Buller are all freshman
and have potentially three more seasons to

Morro Bay High’s Otis Kelly
runs all alone in the Boys’ Div. 4
finals, coming in second place
and qualifying for the State
Meet. Photo by Roger Warnes

From left: Shelby Taylor, Mia
Bennett and Otis Kelly bite down
on the CIF medals they took
home; with Taylor and Bennett
holding the team’s second place
plaque.

compete. Bennett is a junior.
The girls will lose seniors, Fahy and
Hotaling to graduation after this season.
On the boy’s side, Kelly is the Pirates’
only senior, and Walker and Waldman are
both juniors. Fuller, Cuellar and Holst are
sophomores, and McAlpine is a freshman.

Morro Bay Author to Sign New Book

Aretired Morro Bay computer expert
and teacher is now dabbling in science
fiction, after a lifetime teaching the world
about the computing future.

Dr. Robert Bliss, PhD, will sign his
new science fiction novel, “AN.G.E.L.S.,
Inc.”, which is an acronym for “AmericaN
Genetically-Engineered LifeformS,” from
1-3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2 outside Coalesce
Bookstore, 845 Main St., during the weekly
Saturday Farmer’s Market.

According to a press release, “The
story is about the first genetically-engi-
neered humans. One is a young man who
becomes the Heavyweight Boxing Cham-
pion, and two others are stunning women
and dead-ringers for movie stars Charlize
Theron and Penelope Cruz.”

As the story unfolds, all three are hap-

pily married
to normal
humans,
successful and
with seem-
ingly normal,
idyllic lives
but something
is just off.
Setin
Califor-
nia and Las
Vegas in “the
near future,”
ANGELS,
Inc., is “a hard-hitting action-adventure, as
the boxer slugs his way to the title. It also
entwines three touching love stories, as the

Dr. Robert Bliss, PhD, will sign
his new science fiction novel,
‘A.N.G.E.L.S., Inc.” Saturday,

Dec. 2 outside Coalesce
Bookstore.

Morro Bay Author Continued on page 13
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Police Blotter

* Nov. 19: Police responded at 9:25 p.m. to some Zhlub
disturbing the peace of decent society in the 400 block of
Morro Bay Blvd. A 43-year-old bounder was nicked for
suspicion of being drunk & disorderly.

* Nov. 19: Police contacted a suspicious man at 7:30 p.m.
in the area of Harbor and Main. Logs indicated the 23-year-
old apparent Fresnoid had a felony warrant from Fresno
County and was checked into the Parkinson Plaza.

* Nov. 19: Police contacted a suspicious woman, 21, in the
area of Harbor and Main apparently acting like a fooligan.
She was arrested for suspicion of being overly inebriated
and tossed into the gaol.

* Nov. 19: Police contacted a suspicious woman hanging
around the Community Center at 2 a.m. The 55-year-old
apparent nillionaire had a bench warrant out of Kings
County and was cited and released, as sometimes the juice
isn’t worth the squeeze.

* Nov. 18: Police responded at 10:56 p.m. to the 700
block of Quintana for a suspicious subject in the Albert-
son’s parking lot. Logs indicated they contacted a 24-year-
old allegedly soused probationer and returned him to the
loving arms of the Sheriff.

* Nov. 18: Police contacted a regular customer, 49, at 11:35
p-m. in the 900 block of Piney Way. She had a bench warrant
and was issued another useless summons and released.

* Nov. 18: Police were called to a disturbance at 1:49

p.m. in the 1200 block of Embarcadero. Logs indicated the
66-year-old citizen of the year was allegedly drunk & disor-
derly and slept it off on a block of concrete in County Jail.

* Nov. 17: Some scalawag vandalized a boat in the 300
block of Embarcadero. In another cruel act, some hooli-
gan vandalized the former teen center in the 200 block of
Atascadero Rd.

* Nov. 17: Police responded at 12:16 p.m. to the 500
block of Kings for a reported possible kidnapping of a child.
* Nov. 16: Police responded at 10:23 p.m. to the 1300
block of Main where they contacted an old friend with a
bench warrant. The 62-year-old scofflaw was cited and
unleashed again.

* Nov. 15: Police responded at 11:32 p.m. to a report of

a suspicious subject in the area of Casitas and Nutmeg. A
39-year-old regular customer was contacted. She also al-
legedly possessed paraphernalia and was arrested, her stash
no doubt already shot.

* Nov. 15: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 11:37
p-m. in the 600 block of Atascadero Rd. The woman driver,
30, was nicked for suspicion of driving poo-pooed.

* Nov. 15: Police responded to a disturbance at 6:30 p.m.
in the 400 block of Monterey. Logs indicated a man was
hauled to County Mental Health for 72-hours of no doubt
much needed rest and relaxation.
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* Nov. 15: Police responded at 10:45 a.m. to the 500 block
of Pacific where someone had passed away.

* Nov. 14: Police contacted a suspicious fellow at 10:13
a.m. in the 800 block of Embarcadero. The 65-year old had
a bench warrant and was issued another citation to ignore
and released.

* Nov. 14: Police responded at 8:27 a.m. to a traffic colli-
sion at South Bay and Quintana. Sorry, no gruesome details
to report.

* Nov. 13: Police took a report of suspected child abuse in
the 500 block of Dawson.

* Nov. 13: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 9:41 p.m.
at Scott and Morro. A 19-year-old rookie was arrested for
suspicion of driving stultified and not having an actual driv-
er’s license, which over the next couple of years will come
to seem normal.

* Nov. 12: A 45-year-old man paid two visits to the hoose-
gow over one no doubt very long day. It started at 2:17

a.m. in the 200 block of Atascadero Rd., with a report of a
piflicated fellow raising Cain. He was arrested for allegedly
being too drunk to pass go, a case of the nail that sticks out
getting hammered. Then at 11:35 p.m. the same day police
returned to the scene for another disturbance and the same
man was arrested for suspicion of threatening his wife and
stepson. The hot head made an encore appearance at the
County cooler.

* Nov. 12: Police responded at 9:18 a.m. to the 700 block
of Embarcadero where some disturbing woman apparently
got up on the wrong side of the tent. The hellcat, 39, was
arrested for suspicion of disorderly conduct due to being
bent on illegal drugs and possession of a glass crack pipe.

* Nov. 11: Police responded at 9:51 p.m. to a disturbance
in the 700 block of Morro. Logs indicated a 45-year-old
reveler was nicked for suspicion of going woolly-booger.

* Nov. 11: Someone found a set of car keys at in the 500
block of Piney Way and left it to police to unlock the mys-
tery.

* Nov. 11: At 11:15 a.m. police contacted a suspicious
fellow at Beach and West. The 66-year-old swizzle stick was
hauled to the hoosegow for suspicion of being twisted in
public.

* Nov. 10: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 9:31 p.m.
in the 2100 block of Laurel. Logs indicated a 67-year-old
woman was arrested on suspicion of driving toasted and
was taken to the hospital for a bloodletting before going to
County Jail for some tear shedding.

* Nov. 10: Police responded at 5:39 p.m. to the 400 block
of Quintana where two people had gone shopping but

apparently paying slipped their minds and they skedaddled
with several no doubt precious and valuable items.

* Nov. 10: Someone found a phone down by the beach
and police have it now.

* Nov. 10: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 5:55 a.m.
on Quintana at Buena Vista. The 24-year-old driving was
nicked for suspicion of being half cut behind the wheel,

as he was apparently out late and not up early. It was the
scofflaw’s second encounter with Johnny Law in a couple
of days, as back on Nov. 7, at 1:24 a.m. he was stopped at
Monterey and Beach and cited for a suspended license, a
case of will dinguses never learn.

* Nov. 9: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 9 p.m. in
the 1700 block of Main. Logs indicated the 38-year-old
driver had two bench warrants and a suspended license
but was just cited and released, no doubt part of the new
reimagining policing craze.

* Nov. 9: Police responded at 12:31 a.m. to a disturbance
in the 1500 block of Quintana. Logs indicated someone was
taken to County Mental Health for a 72-hour timeout.

* Nov. 8: Someone turned in an electric scooter they
found in the 2500 block of Greenwood. Someone else
turned in a bag of dope for police to destroy that they
reportedly found in the 2400 block of Main.

* Nov. 8: Police responded to the 500 block of Dawson for
areport of a runaway juvenile.

* Nov. 7: Police stopped a suspicious vehicle at 11:35 p.m.
at Main and Atascadero Road. Logs indicated the 34-year-
old driver might have gotten away but for a miserable
failure of the sobriety test.

* Nov. 7: Police responded at 7:40 p.m. to a reported
trespasser in the 1000 block of Main. Logs indicated a
21-year-old raucous boor was arrested for suspicion of open
container, carrying a concealed deadly weapon (a knife),
and being plastered in public, which might explain a lot.

* Nov. 7: Police contacted a suspicious fellow at 12:48 a.m.
in the 700 block of Quintana. The 27-year-old had a bench
warrant and got a second disappearance ticket and was
released back into the wild.

* Nov. 6: Police were called to a disturbance at 9:26 p.m.
in the 900 block of Morro Bay Blvd. Logs indicated they
encountered a 49-year-old woman and arrested her for
suspicion of being stoned on drugs.

* Nov. 6: Police responded to a disturbance report at 8:22
p-m. in the 400 block of Morro Bay Blvd. Logs indicated a
21-year-old hombre was pipped at the post for suspicion of
possessing drugs, and being schwasted on drugs.

Canet Road From page 1

to find out how many years, a walk-bridge was constructed
over Chorro Creek.”

Chorro Creek starts far back in Chorro Valley on
Camp San Luis lands and meanders mostly through the
southern side of Chorro Valley fed by a series of smaller
creeks flowing mostly from the mountains on the opposite
side of the valley — San Bernardo Creek, as well as San
Luisito and Dairy Creek, among others.

A Long History

The website, put up by Dr. Guy and LaRonda Chir-
man, goes on to explain that the creek’s history goes back to
the days when California was owned by Mexico and Chor-
ro Valley was carved up into huge ranchos. It’s colorful.

“‘Chorro,” they wrote, “is a word that Mexican people
used as a synonym for ‘diarrhea.” Whether the locals know
it or not, they are living on a tributary that, at one time,
sent raw sewage to the Pacific Ocean. A hundred years ago,
that’s the way it was done.”

Raw sewage no longer flows down the creek but it is
fed by treated wastewater from a sewage treatment plant
upstream behind Cuesta College and owned by the Cali-
fornia Men’s Colony State Prison. That discharge is what
keeps Chorro Creek flowing year-round.

“We’ve come a long way,” the post continued, “since
Jose Canet settled the area more than a century ago. A sew-
age treatment plant was erected up stream and the stream
began to come back to life. Residents say there were lots of
steelhead fish and many turtles amongst other wildlife.”

Chorro Creek is one of two main sources of freshwater
to the Morro Bay National Estuary.

Walk-Bridge a Solution

“So that’s the setting,” the post continued, “the cars
used to travel over the creek bed. When traveling over the
creek bed became impassable, everyone would use the
walk-bridge. As best we can tell, the walk-bridge has been
there since the 1970s.”

“Driving through polluted water was one thing,” they
continued, “but walking through it was another. So a walk-
bridge was erected over a water pipe supplying the City of
Morro Bay. This was primarily done to allow City officials
access to their wells even when the creek made driving over
impossible to do.”

Old Infrastructure

The City of Morro Bay has long had water wells scat-
tered along Canet Road, as well as Chorro Creek Road, just
a short distance west of Canet.

For decades the Chorro Valley wells supplied the
majority of Morro Bay’s drinking water, until an issue arose
over the City’s prescriptive water rights to the wells.

In essence, the City was prohibited from pumping
the wells within a certain distance of the creek, whenev-
er Chorro Creek’s flow drops below 1.4-cubic feet per
second.

With the arrival of State Water in the mid-1990s, the
City stopped pumping nearly all of those Chorro Valley
wells. Now, over 25-years later, the wells out there are no
longer in use and aren’t likely to be put back into use, now
that the City is working on recycling its wastewater from
its new treatment plant.

Canet Road Continued on page 19
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Reliable On-Site or In-Shop Repair Service For:

« Computers

« Tablets

= Phones

= Amplifiers

« Printers

« Small Appliances

+ Household Electronics
= Televisions

= Vacuums

+« Sewing Machines

= Vintage Electronics and more!
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Call Now!

(805)-806-0165

Locally Owned & Operated Since 2004

BURCH CONCRETE SOLUTIONS - (805) 748-4289

B-C-5S

e Benches e Exposed Aggrego‘re\ (55 SBU;B%%?ON}E;KHE
* Fire Pits * Retaining Walls _ i

e Patios * Driveways

» Sidewalks * Foundations

e Stamped Concrete

L State Lic# 816944 )

bburchconcretesolutions@yahoo.com
www.burchconcretesolutions.com
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The Cayucos Merchants, Cayucos Rotary and the Cayucos

SER |

HEAL ESTATE

FRIENDS & FAMILY
SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR KIDS
CRAFT TABLE NEAR SANTA'S HOUSE

CHRISTMAS IN CAYUCOS
OPEN HOUSE

b SANTAS
WORKH P

iﬁ | R

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9
5:00-8:00pm

DOWNTOWN CAYUCOS

OP LOCATED MNEAR SANTA HOUSE
ED BY DALE KAISER REAL ESTATI

Please bring the entire family to
join us for holiday arts & crafts.
Hope to see you there!

Dale Kaiser Real Estate

Experience Counts

805.995.2900

Cayucos.co

DRE# 01297

36 North Ocean Ave.
Cayucos CA 93430

Bad!

©opyright Conetact Corparation. All righes ressrved. All information deesed reliabls but not quarantead.
1 your home is listed with another brokerage please disregand this postcand,

Photo by Danna Dykstra-Coy

Holiday Events for Everyone

Edna Valley Carriage Rides

Lighting in Cayucos at 5 p.m. on Sunday,

c. 3 at the Corner of Ocean Avenue & D
St. Festivities include a warm welcome and
the arrival of Santa and Mrs. Claus accompa-
nied by a fire engine. Enjoy Christmas carols
and refreshments. Santa’s quaint Victoria
home will be open for visitors until 6:30 p.m.

Ring in the holidays by finding some-
thing special for everyone on your shopping
list at the 13th Annual Cayucos Christmas
Open House from 5 — 8 p.m. on Saturday,
Dec. 9. This event, full of family fun, com-
munity celebration, and Christmas cheer, is
a great time to visit Cayucos businesses and
see what they have to offer.

Families can also enjoy a free horse-
drawn wagon ride, a tractor-pulled wagon
ride, craft stations, entertainment, and
refreshments. Harris Stage Lines and Edna
Valley

Carriage Rides provide the wagon rides
and Woody’s Adventures has rides through-
out town as well.

Santa and Mrs. Claus look forward to
little visitors home, but watch

out for the Grinch — rumor has it that
stealing Christmas is planned by little heart
of his.

The Cayucos Christmas is hosted by the
Cayucos Chamber of Commerce, Cayucos
Rotary and Cayucos merchants. Join the
spirit and fun along Ocean Avenue and
Cayucos Drive in downtown.

Join the fun for the Annual Christmas Tree
e

KCHC

—LRYUE

INF TP

03.CH

171 N Ocean Ave, Cayucos
schoonerscayucos.com
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Look at all the wonofe@(u[

1. Lights on the Cayucos Pier
2. Horse-Drawn Carriage Stops

3. Santa’s House and
Christmas Tree

4. Arts and Crafts Station

[ 4 += - =
(i e v gt I
5. Tractor Pulled Wagon Stops o - L LL 7
(Shoreline Inn) =
—
6. Tractor Pulled Wagon Stops =
(Cayucos Pharmacy) o
7. Tractor Pulled Wagon Stops 2 10 11 3 4 8 12 22
(Unleashed & Cayucos Market) N. Ocean Ave
19 13 14 20 24 23 5 17

8. Morro Bay White Caps

9. Live Entertainment,
Mac & Cheese

10. Refreshments

11. World Famous Chili

Cayucos Pier

12. Refreshments & Drawing for

Gift Basket

175 NORTH OCEAN AVENUE

MAIN STREET

ANTIQUES .

178 N. Ocean Ave
Cayucos, CA 93430
main_street_antiy

quesiiyahon.com

805-900-5505

LAYUCOS CHRISTM

Open House
Saturday, December g « 5-8

Rotary Club
of Cayucos

The Cayucos Chamber of Commerce, Rotary Club of Cayucos and the Cayucos Merchants
want to thank the following sponsors for supporting this holiday event

JOIN U§ FOR, THE> CHRISTMAS ‘TREE> IGHTING ECEMBER; 3. § PM.
CORNER, OF OCEAN> AND &) ST.

e

Central Coast Real Estate
Cayucos Dental

Kaiser Real Estate
Edward Jones

Shoreline Inn

See Lyon Beach Rentals
Beachside Rentals
Schooners Restaurant
Cayucos Pharmacies

Main Street Antiques

Duckies Chowder House
Unleashed

Master Craft Wood Products
Nelson’s Garage

Cayucos Barbershop

' EREW I N

S

et -

\_
FETA
10
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events ﬁa}ayening in Cayucos

H St.
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16
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15 21
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13. Make You Own Smores

14. Kids Games with Prizes

15. 25% discount on gifts & Wines
Tractor Pulled Wagon Stops

— 16. Refreshments

17. Cocoa & Drawing for
Gingerbread House Kit

18. Pet Potraits

19. Wine and Gift Basket Drawing

20 Gift Drawing

21. Face Painting

22. Ortiment Crafts for all ages
and prizes

23. Pick a gift from under the
Christams Tree

24. Wine and a drawing for an
Adventure

25. Rides also provide by Woody’s
Adventures

Christmas Pet Portraits

ayucos’ Unleashed Grooming Salon and Spa is holding holiday photo shoots of the

furry members of your family.

Event photographer Linda Hamilton is recognized as a premier photographer across
California and Nevada.

Hamilton has won awards for her photographic style and excellence.

Her specialty ranges from portraits, weddings, commercial events and the last 5 years

she’s been concentrating on animal photography.
Living in Las Vegas with her husband, two sons and a 5-year-old mini Goldendoodle,
she travels to California, Arizona, Utah and Tennessee to accommodate her clients.
Unleashed Grooming Salon and Spa is located at 287 S. Ocean Ave. in Cayucos. Give
them a call at 805-602-7557 to make an appointment.

LIBERTY  £X)

—/

Seelyon

R

BEACH RENTALS

www.seelyon.com

REALTY

-
Wishing our

communiity a very
Happy Holiday
s_ea'son and
and: a wondgrful
: grﬁi 2024,

ey .. '.
(805) 995-3643
48 S Ocean Ave, Cayucos, CA

e r

LIMITED SPACES - BOOK TODAY!

SATURDAY & SUNDAY
DECEMBER 9 & 10
AT CAYUCOS UNLEASHED GROOMING SALON & SPA

Call to book your time 805-602-7557
820 session fee and packages start at $125.

MERRY

SRR

(805) 602-7557
287 S Ocean Ave, Cayucos
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Community It’s Going To Be a Kitty Christmas

It is the “Bring a Kitten Home for the Holidays! event”
and the Feline Network has so many adorable cats and
kittens available for adoption. All are spayed or neutered,
tested, microchipped and vaccinated. The Holiday Spe-
cial adoption fee is $100 for one kitten. If you adopt two
kittens, the second one is only $50 “There is no better
way to celebrate the holidays than to adopt a cute, cuddly,
adorable kitten,” said Feline Network volunteer, Kristin
Perl. “And if you want double the fun, we give a discount
for a pair of kittens.”

See all of the kittens at PetsMart, 1530 Froom Ranch
Way in SLO, on Saturday December 2, from 10 a.m. to 4
p.m.

Holiday
Cheers

SIP AND SAVE EVENT 7%\

December 9" 2023
10:00am-8:00pm

Please join us for some sips of wine w
you wrap up your holiday shopping
25% OFF all gift items.

€2 CAYUCOS

PHARMA

Sun-Fri 7-10 « Sat 7-11

(805) 995-3929
301 S Ocean Ave, Cayucos, CA

72 S. OCEAN AVENUE, CAYUCOS

Merry Christmas & Happy Holidays | ENGIY/3T-3 AVR-371- -3t TAPRITT 3T (14
from the Honey Girl Staff!

Come visit us for a special and 8mb a glft under

Christmas in Cayucos our Christmas Tree
treat and shop for

gifts for the
holiday season.

* GIFT CARDS  *T-5HIRTS *HATS *CENTRAL COAST MAGNETS & COASTERS

SHORELIN I

THE

—_—

(805) 995-3681
1 N Ocean Ave, Cayucos, CA
www.cayucosshorelineinn.com

805-995-3658 » Cayucos CA
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Los Osos Holiday Festivities

Get your holly jolly on and spread cheer
throughout the community. The Los
Osos/Baywood Park Chamber of Com-
merce invites the community to its upcom-
ing holiday festivities.

“ Let’s embrace the holiday spirit
together,” said Chamber officials.

Kick off the celebrations on Decem-
ber 8, at 5 p.m. with the Christmas Tree
Lighting, located at 2180 Palisades Ave. A
sing-a-long and refreshments will follow, so
warm up your pipes.

Continuing on with the holiday spirit,

December 9, the highly anticipated Holi-
day Parade -- Holiday in Paradise -- starts
at 10 a.m. at LOVR and Fairchild. Start
the day right by joining the Chamber for
a scrumptious Bay-Osos Kiwanis Pancake
breakfast at 8 a.m.

Don’t Grinch out just yet, everyone is
encouraged to participate in the Light Up
Los Osos competition. Ongoing registra-
tion runs until December 18 with judging
from December 18 to 22.

For more information or to sign up for
the parade, visit lobpchamber.org.

Letter
to the Editor

How a Functioning
Democracy Works

Do you have expertise in a certain

area? Maybe you have experience in a
field and have studied and prepared to use
your knowledge in a gainful way.

Elected officials can claim a certain
expertise apart from and above many of
their constituents. They turned the levers
of power to get themselves elected. They
know how to collaborate with other elect-
ed officials, staff, and the public. Their
knowledge of ordinances and regulations is
greater than those of us in the general pub-
lic. If they’re good, they know how things
work and how to get things done, i.e., how
to govern.

We as citizens have areas of interest
as well. We have responsibilities to obey
laws, pay taxes, and to know enough to be
an informed voter, at least. Sometimes we
need to let our elected officials know our
opinions, when we have a point of view on
an issue where our opinions matter.

What good citizens do is, we know
when to provide input to City Council, and
when to let them make a decision based on
the facts, the financial needs of the City,
and on the wants and needs of the entire
electorate.

What has happened is that our meet-
ings and forums and workshops and town

10 WAYS

TO REDUCE ENERGY
AND SAVE MONEY

halls are driven by public opinion as
defined by those who have the freedom

to attend. There is a brief introductory
description of a problem with little or no
further dissemination of information. The
backstory of an issue, what brings it to the
level of public attention, what recent de-
velopments or current conditions that exist
is barely covered. Then public comment
begins.

An informal study uncovers the fact
that much of the letter-writing, public
comments, and airtime is taken up by a
few names. Often, the opinions stated
are repetitious and predictable. New and
needed information takes place during the
business session, which is shortened by
time constraints.

People who frequent City Council
meetings must be brief and business-like
in their comments. Public officials must
realize that the vast majority of citizens ex-
pect that those officials are doing their due
diligence on topics of vital public interest
and that they are making decisions based
on facts. That’s how a functioning repre-
sentative democracy works.

Carol Swain
Morro Bay

. %
*

%

olldays

Deck the halls and jingle those bells!
The Los Osos/ Baywood Park Chamber of

£

fun, scrumptious treats, and more, becau
‘tis the season to be jolly!
*

5pm

LOVR & Fairchild where the parade sta

Ymuer?  12{18/23 through 12/22/23

Commerce cordially invites you to our merry
and bright Holiday Events. Join us for festive

Christmas Tree Lighting 12/08/23 starting at
2180 Palisades Ave, Los Osos, CA 93402
Holiday Parade 12/09/23 starting at 10am
Bay-Osos Kiwanis Pancake breakfast at 8am

™, Light Up Los Osos: Registration Starts now and
will end 12/18/23. Judging will take place from
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Morro Bay Author From page 7

Angels fall in love.”

Bliss explained, “Scientists today dis-
agree on which technological development
was the most significant in the 20th Centu-
ry — the automobile, the airplane, nuclear
weapons, the computer, organ transplants,
etc.? But, there’s no disagreement on what
will be the most significant in the 21st Cen-
tury — genetic engineering.”

Bliss was a college professor for 30
years, and was the founder and chairman
of the Computer Systems Department at
Saddleback College in Mission Viejo, Calif.

Prior to that, he was a technical writer
and systems analyst in the computer and
aerospace industries. While there, he went
to night school and earned an associate
degree in physical science from Cerritos
College and then earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in management from Cal
State Fullerton.

With an MBA in hand, Bliss worked
part time at two colleges for a couple of
years before landing a full-time job at
Saddleback College, where he went on to
earn a doctorate degree in administration of
higher education from Nova Southeastern
University in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.

Bliss made three television series for
computer education. “In 1988,” the release
said, “his ‘Computer Talk’ show allowed

viewers to phone in questions, which he
answered on the air. In 1989, Saddleback
videotaped 28 of his Computer Systems
lectures and broadcast them as a telecourse
for several years. In 1990, he made the
‘Computer Literacy with Dr. Bliss’ series

at KOCE-TYV, the PBS station in Orange
County. John Wiley & Sons distributed that
series nationally.”

Bliss’ imagination has always been in
sci-fi stories, a fascination that started at 7.
At his high school Science Fair, the news
release said, he lectured on space flight
4-years before the Russians launched Sput-
nik and started the Space Race.

In 1968, his vision saw the future when
he won an employee suggestion box award
“for recommending a machine we now call
the Fax.”

These days, Bliss said he’s most in-
terested in “intelligent robots, and genetic
engineering.”

“While teaching at Saddleback Col-
lege,” the release said, “he took sabbaticals
at the Artificial Intelligence Lab at M.IT,;
the Robotics Institute at Carnegie-Mellon;
and the Knowledge Engineering Lab at
Stanford. He also studied with professors
at Harvard and Dartmouth “who used A.IL
Expert Systems for business decision-mak-
ing.”

QLG Chery
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SOLAR ELECTRIC + BATTERY BACKUP
Savings + security + 26% tax credit thru 2022.

See all ten at solarponics.com - (805) 466-5595

SHLARPONICS

Tesla Powerwall, LG Chem, Enphase Certified Installers « CSLB# 391670 « SINCE 1975

CAMBRIA

DEC

ORIGINAL SONGS. S

YNANA ROSE

A SONGWRITERS AT PLAY PRODUCTION

COME CELEBRATE THE NEW ALBUM BY CENTRAL COAST AMERICANA ARTIST YNANA ROSE.
“UNDER A CATHEDRAL SKY" IS YNANA'S THIRD FULL LENGTH ALBUM, COMPRISED OF ELEVEN

THESE ARE SONGS WRITTEN AT THE CROSSROADS OF MIDLIFE: SONGS OF ASSESSMENT,
OF CRISIS, OF UNRAVELING...AND ALSD DANCING, WHISKEY & DATING."

My

e —
CAMBERIA
THEATRE

CENTER FOR THE ARTS PRESENTS

3,2023 20°CLOCK = $25 TICKET

HE SAYS, “THIS ALBUM IS ABOUT FACING FEAR & CREATING BEAUTY FROM IT.

CAMBRIA CENTER FOR THE ARTS THEATRE
1350 MAIN STREET, CAMBRIA - 805.927.6190
CAMBRIAARTS.ORG

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE ONLINE AND AT THE DODR
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Community

By Theresa-Marie Wilson

Cambia
Hospitality Night

he Cambria Chamber of Commerce

Hospitality Night takes place Monday,
December 4 from 3 to 7 p.m.

Chamber officials are spreading the
word. “We would love to hear from you if
you are planning anything for that day.”

Main events in the Village from 3 to 7
p-m. Your business may celebrate all day if
you want.

The festivities include:

* A decorating that started November 24

* There is a scavenger hunt again this
year. By December 1, the Chamber will
bring participants a poster, a wine glass to
hide, and the QR code for people to register
when they find your wine glass. Let the
Chamber know you want to participate; we
will come to all the businesses in person.

+ Santa will meet with children in the
East & West Villages.

* Music and food and fun throughout
town.

* Real Estate Company of Cambria will
have food and beverages at their offices.

* The Place will have 20% off store
wide all day!

* University Women will be at the His-
torical Society. They are again pairing with
the library to offer free books to children
(babies through high school).

* Lights and demonstrations by the
Lawn Bowlers Club at the Joslyn Center.
AND free lessons inlawn bowling from 2:30
until dark.

* Hotdogs by the Sons of the American
Legion outside the Chamber!

+ Chips and lemonade provided by the
American Legion Auxiliary outside the
Chamber to go with your hotdog.

* Coffee and hot chocolate at the Cam-
bria Coffee Company next to the Chamber!
* Friends of the Fiscalini Ranch &

Preserve will be open for visitors next to

‘ ', ‘,'1- |
— W .

Sandy’s Deli.

+ Cutruzzola Vineyards will offer 2-for-
1 tastings and 15% off for all in store pur-
chases on Hospitality Night. We encourage
all locals to stop in for a tasting, a glass of
wine, or stock up on wine and merchandise.

* Popcorn! and H.A.R.T. at Mimosa’s.

+ Tree Lighting at the Cambria Histor-
ical Society!

For more information, go to cambria-
chamber.org/hospitality-night-2023/.

12 Free Parking
Days in
Downtown SLO

Everyone will have 12 more reasons to
support local businesses in downtown
San Luis Obispo this holiday season — 12
Days of Free Parking.

“Community members can enjoy the
festivities and shopping in our vibrant
downtown San Luis Obispo and park for
free on certain days this holiday season,”
said Jennifer Rice, deputy director of Mo-
bility Services for the City’s Public Works
Department. “We invite the community to
explore the heart of San Luis Obispo and
support local businesses in person and park
for free in the downtown public parking
structures for one hour every day plus all
day on the 12 Days of Free Parking. To
spread even more holiday cheer, we are also
offering free parking downtown during the
annual holiday parade.”

The remaining 12 Days of Free Parking
are only on the following days in all three
public parking structures (842 Palm Street,
919 Palm Street, and 871 Marsh Street):

Sundays Dec. 3, 10 and 17, Christmas
Eve, Dec. 24, Christmas Day, Dec. 25, the
day after Christmas, Dec. 26, New Year’s
Eve, Dec. 31 and New Year’s Day, Jan. 1.

SLO Transit Route 2A is Changing
Soon

Two SLO Transit bus stops will be
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Join us for an evening celebrating the coming of
Christ through Scripture and Carols, accompanied by
organ, piano, and strings. Bring along a Christmas
snack or dessert to share!

Community Baptist Church of Scm Luzs O6:sp0

* San Lub Obispo, CA 93

gmail.com *

* facebook.com/cbceslo

removed from Route 2A, but will continue
to be serviced by other routes, to improve
reliability and on-time service.

Community members who ride the
bus in San Luis Obispo can soon expect
improved reliability and on-time service
on Route 2A. SLO Transit is realigning
Route 2A and removing two stops effective
December 1, 2023.

“We are continually improving our
services to better meet the needs of the
community. This minor realignment is a
great example of flexible and responsive
transit operations,” says Alex Fuchs, the
City’s mobility services business manager.

Route 2A will no longer serve the
bus stops Dalidio at Froom and Dalidio at
Madonna, but these stops will continue to
be available on SLO Transit Routes 2B, 3A,
and 3B. SLO Transit Route 2A will instead
now serve a nearby bus stop (Madonna at
Oceanaire) 48 minutes after the hour.

SLO Transit bus riders are encouraged
to contact Transit Dispatch at (805) 541-
2877 along with visiting www.slotransit.
org, or the SLO Transit app, for current
service status prior to planning their trip.

For more informa-
tion on routes and schedules, contact SLO
Transit Dispatch by phone at (805) 541-
2877, by email at slotransit@slocity.org, or
online at www.slotransit.org.

Tap the Power of
Core Values

pokes hosts

Tapping the
Hidden Power of
Core Values on
Dec. 12 at 4 p.m.
This class is de-
signed for nonprof-
it leaders—CEOs,
executive directors,
board members
and others in leader-
ship positions This

Zette Harbour, a leader-
ship and development
coach, will facilitate a
class is a live, in-per-  yorkshop for non-profits.
son event held at

People’s Self-Help Housing, 1060 Kendall
Rd, San Luis Obispo, near SLO County.
The cost is $70 for non-members, $45 for
Spokes members

and $20 each additional person from
the same member organization.

“Our nonprofit organizations have
values. Each of us has values. They may
be implicit,” Spokes said in a press release.
“They may be explicit. They may be listed
in our strategic plans, our brochures, and
on our walls.

“But do we truly know what our core
values are? Are we clearly aware of those
most deeply held values that frame how
we make decisions, build relationships and
solve problems?”

Core values are the often-unseen
drivers that propel you and your staff as
you work to deliver your mission. Allowing
them to remain unconscious sets your orga-
nization up for unpleasant and sometimes
negative consequences.

The problem could be as simple as in-
teroffice friction or as complicated as losing
a major supporter. Understanding how to
identify and effectively employ organiza-
tional and individual Core Values enables
you to create success for you, your team,
and those whom you serve.

In this workshop, participants will
experience increased clarity about the mea-
surable benefits of Core Values Mastery, a
strategy you can use in your organization
to help:

+ Eliminate mission creep

* Improve and streamline team com-
munication

- Strengthen client relationships

* Increase organizational productivity

» Attract highly qualified staff, board,
and patrons

+ Enhance community awareness

To register or find more information
about the event, visit https://bit.ly/spokes-
valuesworkshop.

AARP Tax-Aide
Announces New
Volunteer
Recruitment

ue to continuing demand for AARP

Tax-Aide’s free tax preparation and
e-filing services for seniors and low to mod-
erate income taxpayers, the SLO County
Tax-Aide program is seeking volunteers for
the 2024 tax season. Volunteers are needed
for both tax return preparer positions, as
well as client facilitators, and call-center po-
sitions. All volunteers will receive training
and IRS certification.

Qualified volunteers should:

* Be reasonably skilled using a com-
puter

+ Have previously used tax preparation
or other software

* Like working in a collaborative team
environment

+ And want to “Pay It Forward”

Then you may find AARP Tax-Aide
a rewarding volunteer experience. Go to
www.ccfreetax.org, for information. The
program has nine locations in the county
spanning Paso Robles to Nipomo.

AARP Tax-Aide has been providing
tax preparation service to Central Coast
residents for more than 30 years. The ap-
proximately 75 local AARP tax counselors
and other volunteers are trained annually,
are IRS certified, and provide services
across the county at nine preparation sites.

SLO Wayfarer

Matt Marquis (CEO of Pacifica Hotels), Senator
John Laird, Golda Mae Escalante (general man-
ager, Wayfarer San Luis Obispo), Adam Marquis
(president of Pacifica Hotels) and Rey Rodriguez

(former task force director of sales).
Photo submitted

Ribbon Cutting

Aribbon cutting ceremony and grand
opening party was held recently at the
newly rebranded Wayfarer San Luis Obis-
po. The ceremony included the San Luis
Obispo Chamber of Commerce, California
State Senator John Laird, Cal Poly San Luis
Obispo administration and faculty, and

a special performance from the Cal Poly
San Luis Obispo marching band. Senator
Laird presented the hotel with a certificate
of welcoming in honor of the property’s
opening.

Following the ribbon cutting ceremo-
ny, guests enjoyed food and drinks from
the hotel’s restaurant, Schoolyard Burgers
& Brew, and browsed booths from local
SLOCAL makers. Participating vendors
included Infinity Metals SLO, The Mayan
Collective, Peachy Pairs, Taddo’s Tallow,
Central Coast Stitchworks and Forever
Stoked Art. In addition, guests tried sips
from local companies including Tablas
Creek Winery, Tooth & Nail Winery, An-
tigua Brewing, Firestone Walker Brewing
Company, SLO Cider and Sabe Ready to
Drink Cocktails.

The Wayfarer SLO offers 100 boutique
rooms and suites that mix collegiate flair
with modern amenities, with design details
like collage-style photographs on the walls,
world globes and old-school typewriters
throughout.

Are you or a neighbor Taking Care of Business.
Is your business, including non-profits, supporting our
community? Maybe you’re launching a new business,
or you're making updates to your current business
model, or re-opening. Perbaps you have a job opportu-
nity, or have been doing some volunteer work, or are
collaborating with another business or a non-profit.
Or maybe you know someone who is. Submit your
awesome local efforts for publication to Editor@
EsteroBayNews.com.
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Alcohol Sales From page 1

The other license that was approved is
for another convenience store under con-
struction now on The Embarcadero. That
store too will be connected to a small motel
at the Harborwalk Plaza development.

The Inn’s license request goes back a
few months. “In July 2023, Escape Hospi-
tality LLLC [Hampton Inn], the property
owner of the property,” reads the staff
report from Community Development
Director Scot Graham, “requested a letter
of support from the City of Morro Bay for
approval from California Alcohol and Bev-
erage Control to allow alcohol sales” at the
Hampton Inn. “The intent of the Hamp-
ton Inn,” Graham continued, “is to make
available the sale of beer and wine to hotel
guests within the gift store in the hotel.”

Such matters are routine, so long as
ABC has not determined that there are
too many such licenses in one area, which
apparently ABC has done. That means a
city (or county) needs to send in a letter of
recommendation.

“ABC,” Graham said, “has identified
this area of the City as having an over
concentration of alcohol sales licenses trig-
gering a requirement for the applicant to
obtain a letter of support from the City in
favor of a ‘Determination of Public Conve-
nience and Necessity’ for issuance of the
ABC license in this location.”

In the immediate area of Hampton Inn
are several mini-mart style stores — a USA
Gas Station (formerly a Chevron Station),
Circle Z, Cork & Bottle Liquor — that all
sell beer and wine to go.

Indeed, the town has an abundance of
places that either sell, serve or make alco-
holic beverages, with nearly 50 bars and
restaurants and all but the fast food places
have at least beer and wine.

On the Embarcadero there are six
full liquor bars/restaurants; plus there
are two grocery stores and a chain drug
store in town that sell hooch by the gallon.
There are five gas station/mini-marts; four
straight up liquor stores; five wine tasting

Mountain Lion From page 1

The big cat is known by over 40
different common names including but not
limited to puma, cougar, panther, red tiger,
catamount, and screamer.

“Mountain lions inhabit diverse habitat
types across California including temperate
redwood forest, coniferous / deciduous for-
est, coastal chaparral, foothills and moun-
tains,” The CDFW website states. “They
can be found wherever native or introduced
ungulates such as mule deer, elk, bighorn
sheep, or feral hogs are present.”

In the past, Skip and his camera have
captured mice, woodrats, rabbits, opos-
sums, raccoons, coyotes, a barn owl (on
the ground), a great horned owl (on the
ground), deer, quail, a mallard duck, crows,
innumerable small birds, a pair of grey fox-
es, a red fox, and a long-tailed weasel. That
night the other visitors were a little scarce
in the presence of the lion.

“In the 24 hours after the lion’s visit,
only an injured doe walked down the game
trail,” Skip said. “Coyotes, raccoons, two
big bucks and even skunks were noticeable

by their absence.”

Signs that a mountain lion might be in
the area, according to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture Forest Service website,
include large tracks (3-5 inches wide) with-
out claw marks; food caches, where a kill
has been partially eaten and then covered
with brush and dirt; scrapes in soft dirt or
leaf litter, and claw marked trees and logs.

Mountain lions are classified as a
‘specially protected’ species in California
following the passage of the California
Wildlife Protection Act of 1990.

“Increased sightings and reports of
mountain lions are likely due to the in-
creased presence of home security cameras
(e.g., ring doorbells), social media, and per-
sonal trail cameras often used for hunting,
wildlife photography and leisure purpos-
es,” the CDRW website states.” Statewide
mountain lion population estimates are
considered stable based on the best sci-
entific knowledge, research, and methods
available.”

A

We are on a mission g
to raise 540,000 for a |
state-of-the-art
Polaris UTV, special-
Iy equipped for rapid [
beach rescues and de- 3
signed to ald our harbor
department and beach
lifeguards. This isn’t just
a vehicle; it's a commit-
ment to the well-being of
every soul that sets foot
on our sands, ensuring
that our cherished beach
remains a haven of joy,
relaxatlun, am:l securlty

to larger medical establishmenis.

essary precautions,

guiends of ¢g
MORRO BAY
I—IARBOR DEPARTMENT

SUPPDRT QUR HARBDR DEPARTMENT

WITH A NEW RESCUE UTV

THIS SPECIALIZED UNIT OFFERS UNPARALLELED BENEFITS:

*  Agliity on the Sand: Regular emergency vehickes can find themselves al odds with the beach’s chalenging
terrain. In contrast, the Polarks UTY, with its heavy-duty, puncture-resistant tires and superior suspension,
promises smooth, uninterrupted navigation across the sands, Its compact size means it can weave through
crowded areas withowut disturbance, a critical need during peak season.

v Cost-Effectivencss: Investing in a Polaris UTV is financially savvy. IVs significantly more affordable than a
standard-sized emargency vehicle, without compromizing on functionality or safoty features.

»  Customized for Immadiate Response: Termed the “Rip Current Interceplor” by other organizations, this UTV
B more than a vehicle; it's a promise of rapid, efficient response. Bquipped with ettential EMS tools, first aid,
and oxygen, it sarves a5 a preliminary medical facil®y, offering immediale care as casualties are bransported

= Enhanced Communbeation: Equipped with a PA system, our Polaris UTV can preemptively commanicate with
beachgaoers, ensuring clear paths for emargency access and infarming the public of potential hazards or noc-

DOMATE NOW! AND HELP US BRING THIS ESSENTIAL PIECE OF SAFETY EQUIPMENT TO OUR SHORES.

YOUR SUPPORT IS THE TIDE THAT LIFTS ALL BOATS, CONTRIBUTING TO A SAFER, HAPPIER MORRO BAY.

GO TO: www. FriendsoftheMBHD.org

rooms; and two brewpubs.

All told, that’s a lot of alcohol outlets
for a town of just over 10,000 souls. The
police department had no objections to
adding another.

“The hotel use serves visitors to Morro
Bay,” Graham said, “and the request to
allow the sale of beer and wine at the hotel
is a reasonable ancillary use to the hotel.

“Both the Police and Community De-
velopment Departments have reviewed the
request and found no reason to deny the
sale of alcohol at this location.”

Graham had already notified the Inn’s
owners, Hemant and Jalpa Patel Hampton

Inn (dba Escape Hospitality, LL.C) that he
saw no reason to deny them a letter but it
had to have the council’s blessings.

“I reviewed the documents,” Graham’s
letter reads, “and I support the application
of alcohol sales and license type for the
above location. The Community Develop-
ment Department has no concerns or issues
to express.”

He added that the city council autho-
rized the letter of recommendation be sent.
The Patel Family built the 83-room
Hampton Inn and also owns several other

motels in town.

= byents #Activities

By Theresa-Marie Wilson

y the Sea Productions presents the
California premiere of “A Rainbow
Holiday” by Lori Sigrist and Joe Simonelli.

Thanksgiving dinner at the home of
Maggie Anderson and Jerry Collins was
supposed to be simple this year. Maggie is
expecting her son and his pie-loving boy-
friend for the holiday. What she’s not ex-
pecting is a surprise visit from her Funda-
mentalist Christian daughter and her new
husband, both vegan. Added to the mix are
Jerry’s daughter and her husband who are
going through a crisis of their own. Maggie
attempts to walk a hilarious tightrope to
keep the holiday peaceful, setting the table
for laughter and tears.

Samvel Gottlieb directs the cast fea-
turing Rosemarie Lagunas, Russell Snow,
Jeremy Engel, Molly Pendley, Elizabeth Re-
nee Bolyard, Tim Linzey, Ryanne Howard,
and Randal Sumabat. Show dates are Friday
and Saturday at 7 pm and Sunday at 3 pm,
through Dec. 3 at 545 Shasta Ave. Morro
Bay. Reserve tickets at bytheseaproduc-
tions.org or call 805-776-3287.

he Kiwanis Club of Bay-Osos is again

selling See’s Candy for the holidays.
All proceeds go to support children’s
activities in Morro Bay and Los Osos. Help

2D

kids and enjoy a traditional treat by visiting
the booth next to the Post Office in Los
Osos. Get a few boxes for your friends and
clients, too! For more information, call
(805) 801-8793.

he Cal Poly Choirs, which include

Cantabile, Chamber Choir, PolyPho-
nics and University Singers, present the
seventh annual “Holiday Kaleidoscope” at
7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 1, in the Performing
Arts Center. As a special treat, the concert
includes performances by the Cal Poly
Wind Ensemble, and the Cuesta College
Chamber Singers, directed by John Knut-
son.

In what has become an annual tradi-
tion, the Cabrillo Madrigal Singers from
Lompoc will make a guest appearance,
directed by Cal Poly graduate Jennifer
Peterson (Music, ’95), as well as Cal Poly a
cappella groups Take it SLO and That’s the

Events Continued on page 18

STORAGE DEPOT

MORRO BAY

e Under New Ownership

* Extra clean facility
* Friendly and helpful staff

allows you to open your unit
* Drive-up units
¢ Very competitive rates

e Recently renovated, Top to Bottom

* Convenient location just off Main Street
e State of the art security system:
- High tech day and night vision cameras
- Keyless tfechnology doors; no padlocks
required. An app on your cell phone

OFFICE
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Mention this ad for

20% off

your first month rent

805-772-7000

369 Quintana Rd. «Morro Bay
www.storagemorrobay.com e info@storagemorrobay.com
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Off The Air From page 1

KBEF 97.3 FM The Rock’s radio tower lies mangled, hanging from the roof of the City maintenance
shop on Atascadero Road after high winds on Nov. 15 toppled the tower, and knocked the radio

plan on resurrecting it.

That’s left KEBF 97.3 FM The Rock
scrambling to find a location to re-install
their antenna.

“The tower collapsed,” said Hal
Abrams the founder of The Rock and
creator of community radio here. Abrams is
also host of Animal Radio, a syndicated talk
show all about animals, pets and the people
who take care of them.

Abrams said the radio tower blew
down while they were live on the air, too,
and while they kept broadcasting via the
Internet, the local signal was lost. Eventu-
ally they had to shut down the station and
it remains off until they can get another
antenna up.

“We eventually turned it off,” Abrams
told Estero Bay News. “The next day a City
crew took the tower down.”

He noted that the station’s antenna
wasn’t damaged and they tried to install
it on the station’s building, which is also
home of the Morro Bay Resources Center,
the TBID and Chamber of Commerce (at
695 Harbor St.). But that didn’t work, as
the building just isn’t tall enough to be able
to broadcast throughout the area.

“The tower is gone,” he added, “and
the City has said it is no longer needed and
they won’t put it back up.”

He said they are now on a double mis-

station off the air.

sion — to raise money for a new tower and
to find someplace to erect it.

He said they’ve gotten a lot of notice to
their plight on social media, especially the
Next Door gossip site (and now a story in
the local newspaper).

The response has been good, which he
finds very encouraging and reaffirming of a
vision the radio veteran had over 10-years
ago when he started the station.

“We run on a skeleton budget,” Abrams
said in a news release, “with over 40 volun-
teers, all great neighbors and community
members. This is a very unexpected and
unfortunate turn of events. Finding a new
tower in the Morro Bay City Limits is not
an easy task.”

Today the City’s communications —
both emergency and non-emergency, are
run through a radio repeater station set up
on Black Hill, where the City has water
storage tanks. Abrams is hoping they will
be able to set up their antenna along with
the police department’s and is hoping to
meet with City officials on that idea.

He said the public has been great, with
several people who live at higher elevations
in town offering to let them install the
antenna on their homes and Abrams said
they are keeping that idea as a back-up plan
if nowhere more appropriate for a radio
station antenna can be found.

‘ - Blinds * Shutters * Drapes

Discounted
Prices

Mini Blinds

Vertical & Wood Blinds
Cellular

Roller

Woven Woods

® Draperies

* Wood & Vinyl Shutters

¢ Fully Automated Shades

FREE

design consultation

- Serving All of San Luis Obispo County

Let Our Knowledgeable Staff
Assist You With All Your Needs

805-528-4100

GRABER.

www.theblindladyslo.com

Lic #8339546

While they are looking, he wishes the
station had the same levels of support it
had 10-years ago when former Councilmen
Noah Smukler and the late-Bill Peirce were
helping get them started.

“Bill is dearly missed,” Abrams said.
“He had the technical know-how on where
to put this stuff. Ideally we’d like to be on
Black Hill.”

He noted that from the City’s radio
repeater station on Black Hill, one has
sweeping views in all directions.

Another ideal spot would be on the
ridge above Nutmeg Avenue in North Mor-
ro Bay, which is private property, where
the City has a water storage tank and hopes
some day to build a second one.

He said they don’t have to hardwire the
station to the antenna, as their broadcast
can be sent via microwaves, Wi-Fi or UHF
signal to the antenna for broadcast.

The Rock is at 97.3 FM on your radio
dial in Los Osos, Morro Bay and Cayucos
(on clear days one can get it almost in San
Luis Obispo); in Paso Robles at 107.9 FM;
and over the Internet. Right now they
can still broadcast in Paso Robles and can
stream online but its namesake cities — the
Estero Bay Area — has gone silent.

“Right now,” he said, “we’ve got no
solutions and have already spent over
$1,700. We need money and we hope

DllTCH

Hr::[::;:u_.»r Hour
is Back!

Call: (805)

A City crew removes the mangled radio tower at the City Malntenance Yard after it blew down

Nov. 15 in high winds.

the press coverage we get will stir some
thoughts amongst land owners and help us
find a location.”

He said public radio station, KCBX,
reached out to them and they are grateful
to have them as comrades. “We’ve gotten
some traction on ‘Next Door’ too,” he said.

Abrams isn’t sure about the offers from
folks who live high up in town to use their
homes for the antenna, as he’s hoping to
find a long-term solution and worries what
would happen if someone has to move, or,
God forbid, dies and their heirs sell the
house?

He worries about something else too
— this is the type of setback that can kill a
small, non-profit radio station. So, could
this actually kill The Rock?

“We hope it doesn’t kill the radio
station,” Abrams said. “I think there are
residents here that can fix this. Ideally, we’d
really like to be up on Black Hill. That’s our
best view for line-of-sight. From there we
can cover from Los Osos to Harmony.”

If readers would like to know more
about The Rock and its programming or
make a donation to help save the only com-
mercial-free local radio station, see: www.
esterobayradio.org. The item talking about
the antenna emergency is front and center
on the home page.
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Moving Forward From page 1

Tom Wilmar, a member of the California State Guard/Military Muse-
um Command, poses to ‘fire-up’ the 1898 French 75mm cannon he
recently restored. Photo submitted.

wondered if his latest assignments at the United States Air
Force Academy and Space ISAC National Cybersecurity
Center in Colorado Springs were training for a military
mission oversees.

“I’'m on active duty,” he said as he joined me at the
table. Breathe, Judy! It rarely is what you think it is in your
head! “I'm on a member of the California State Guard/
Military Museum Command now,” Tom explained. He had
volunteered under the command of Lt. Col. Erik Brun at
Camp San Luis Obispo for two years before deciding to
swear-in. “My title is Museum Curator at Camp San Luis’
Military Museum office. Remember I served in the Air
Force in the late 60s?”

Tom pulled out his phone to show me a recent picture
with him posing to fire-up the 1898 French 75mm cannon
he had recently restored. Fellow guardsman Jason Lopez
of Cambria produced an historical training film circa 1930
that replicates the exact positioning on base used for can-
non practice. “They call me the wheelwright.”

He seemed as proud of the “wheelwright” moniker
as he is of his gold 2023, 2020, 2019, 2017, 2016, 2015
& 2013 Lowell Thomas Awards (www.tomwilmer.com).

“This year’s Indiana Mennonite/Amish show was bestowed
by (his peers) the Society of American Travel Writers,” he
announced. “It is my second Lowell Thomas award in the
past three years to beat Rick Steves and he has radio and
television travel shows.”

But then he mentioned a second-place award that
seemed just as meaningful. “I loathe doing all this social
media writers and broadcasters are expected to do to
promote our work. I've been guest lecturing for Cal Poly’s
journalism department for years so I thought if I could
mentor interns interested in travel writing, they might also
benefit learnings ocial media marketing and at the same
time help me promote ‘Journeys of Discovery.”” He men-
tioned a talented intern from Canada who also produced
her own story that he believed would do well in competi-
tion. “I encouraged her to enter it. She beat me! And I was
like a proud father when she won the gold!”

For close to 40 years Tom has traveled the world
producing stories about interesting people and places. His
talent as a craftsman introduced him to his KCBX oppor-
tunity. In 1989 he was hired to do finish work on the radio
station’s newly acquired San Luis Obispo studios. “I got
to know the folks and thought it would be cool to work
with these people,” he said in a 2014 interview celebrating
his 25th anniversary in the industry. He had professional
writing experience, but not broadcasting experience when
he pitched a travel series that eventually gained on-air
popularity. Some years later NPR suggested their affiliate
stations recommend two broadcasters who had developed a
following. KCBX recommended Tom and Guy Rathbun.

Exposure on NPR’s worldwide stage expanded the
number of invitations Tom receives annually. I found over
600 when I googled “Journeys of Discovery.”

“I sometimes decide to do Central Coast stories
(without an invitation),” he said. For example, this past
September he interviewed Scott Mather with the Morro
Bay Maritime Museum about the dedication ceremony the
museum coordinated with Camp San Luis’ involvement
to recognize the centennial anniversary of the U.S. Navy’s
largest naval disaster at Honda Point. (www.npr.org) “But
most of my assignments are in America and overseas gener-

ok
40 Years

{JCAISER

REAL ESTATE

Striking Contemporary takes full advantage of a rare 6000 square foot parcel with 75
leet of rontage to caplure sweeping ocean views. The parcel 15 also 30 feet deep, so
the structure is located well off the street. 1037 started as a duplex but has been updat-
ed into a single residence with ample work areas, line separation of space and out-
standing versatility. Paver blocks fonn a large ofl street parking area. Including the i
garage, there are up 1o 7 off street parking spaces. Quality arisan block planters are
on display and creative landscaping surrounds the unique design. A chair 1ift facili-
lates movemen! rom diveway area o entry and over 1200+ square feet of ocean
view decking. The impressive enlry opens to a large living room with hardwood floors
and ample glass area. Open beamed ceilings accent the space and a back patio area
has fine privacy. Lefi of eniry is an office area with more ocean views, an outside door
und access to a spacious primary suite with [ull bath and walk-in closet. On the oppo-
site side of the living room is a full bath, a 2od full bath, lavndry area, plus a bedroom
with patio access and a second ocean view living area with an impressive fireplace
and more ocenn views, Don’t miss this unigue and versatile ocean view gem!

;51

Tom Wilmar of Morro Bay produced Issues & Ideas’ for public ra-
dio’s San Luis Obispo affiliate KCBX and ‘Journeys of Discovery with
Tom Wilmer’ on NPR.

ated by contacts from travel media PR firms. They vet and
invite qualified journalists. In the past three months I have
been on such assignments to Indiana, Missouri, Virginia,
and Colorado Springs.” At the end of the month, he will
be on an island off the Florida panhandle. In October Tom
traveled to San Francisco’s Half Moon Bay and in the last
three years he has produced stories in Tahiti, Costa Rica,
and Belize.

But there came a time when visiting posh resorts in
pretty places created a disconnect for Tom. It triggered a
career decision. His mission changed. He would accept the
invitations, but the discovery became the focus of his sto-
ries. Tom had never been opposed to promoting deserving
visitor-serving benefits and activities. After all, he was their
guest and appreciated their expectations that his commen-
tary would be positive. At the same time, as an independent
correspondent he was never shy about pointing out both
the positives along with what he felt might need improve-
ment.

“I realized there was so much invested in these beau-
tiful places and yet when I would go out (into rural com-
munities of Europe or America or wilderness in Africa or
the bush in Australia) the happiest people seemed to be
the one’s living on barely a $1 a day. They were the people
singing and dancing. I promised my work would also have
purpose — a message to benefit the greater good.”

Reactivating his service to focus on military history
aligned with his new promise. For example, his series at
the Air Force Academy covers how the Air Force teaches
cadets ethics. In Colorado Springs his interview with May-
or Yemi Mobolade, an immigrant-American from Nigeria,
discusses the mayor’s dedication to resurrecting a ret-
ro-style of politics that intends to serve all his constituents
regardless of affiliation or agenda by being inclusive when
problem solving. And yet, even if not always popular, fo-
cused on economic vitality and what is best for his city.

Tom spends approximately 150 days a year on assign-
ment. “I average 40 to 50 flights per year, mostly out of
SLO with United.” On average Tom produces “...two shows
per month titled “Issues & Ideas” (www.kcbx.org) where I
primarily cover the Central Coast including San Francisco
and down to Los Angeles.”

Indeed, a glamourous lifestyle and Tom would nev-
er complain about another journey somewhere, but he
admitted, “The only way I receive funding is based on the
number of subscribers to the Journeys of Discovery with
Tom Wilmer podcast.” So check out several of his pod-
casts, and if you like what he is doing, he’d appreciate your
subscribing at either Apple Podcasts, iHeart Radio, Spotify,
or NPR.ORG’s Podcast Directory.

So, I had to ask Tom’s favorite place in the world? He
instantly said Morro Bay. “The blessing of travel is finding
out how nice it is to come home,” he said. “Everything
beautiful is here — the Estuary, the wildlife, looking at the
Rock and boats in the bay — it never gets old.”

Tom has research to back up Morro Bay’s unique and
inviting qualities promoted in his book “California Coastal
Getaways.”

=M FLOORING DISCOUNT CENTER

Waterproof, Hardwood,
Carpet & Vinyl Flooring

For the cuality you want
and the Experience you Need.

S AL V2 ST M
Meonday 9-4 +Thurs - Fri -5 + Saturday - 10-3

www.fdcmb.com
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Events From page 15

Key.

PolyPhonics, University Singers and a Cal Poly brass
ensemble will perform the first movement of English cho-
ral composer John Rutter’s celebrated “Gloria.”

The evening will include other fun features, such as
College of Liberal Arts Dean Philip J. Williams’ narration

of the classic holiday poem “"Twas the Night Before Christ-

”»

mas
Tickets to the event are $15 and $20 for the public,

and $10 for students. Event parking is sponsored by the

PAC. Tickets are available at the Cal Poly Ticket Office be-

tween noon and 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday. To order

by phone, call 805-SLO-4TIX (805-756-4849).

For more information, visit the Music Depart-
ment’s website, email music@calpoly.edu or call 805-756-
2406.

ree upcoming December programs at the Morro Bay
Library - 625 Harbor St, (805) 772-6394.

* Cartoon Club - Wednesday, December 6, 3-5 p.m.

Learn how to create characters, draw backgrounds,
build a story and more during a fun comics-filled after-
noon! Paper, pens and pencils provided - you bring the
inspiration. For ages 8-18.

+ Teen Crafts & Snacks: Felt Bear - Saturday, Decem-
ber 9, 2- 4 p.m.

Come on down for snacks & creativity! This Saturday
we’ll be stitching and embroidering the ursa minor constel-
lation on a cute felt bear. Will you turn it into an ornament?
A fragrant sachet? A cat toy? You decide! For ages 11-18.

+ Create an Axolotl - Wednesday, December 13, 3:30-
5:30 p.m.

Learn all about this unusual amphibian who only lives
in one lake in Mexico then make your own drawing or
sculpture of an axolotl to take home. Presenter Luna will
guide us through the steps. For ages 3+. This program will
be presented in English y en Espariol.

@\gﬁﬁ Bay Hangy %

*Licensed &
insured

@m Hillon-Sullivan
(805)235-9639

an Luis Obispo Botanical Garden Presents an Immersive

Experience with Nature Nights. Friday and Saturday
Evenings through December 30 from 5 to 8 p.m.

The cost is: adults: $27 + fees , youth (6-17): $17 +
fees, children (5 & under): free

Visit the gardens to enjoy this second annual event
featuring enthralling lighting exhibitions and art through-
out eight-acres of the Garden. Guests can enjoy live music
each night. Local culinary treats, regional wine, and beer
will also be available. Last year over 9,000 people visited
Nature Nights.

Nature Nights is open to the public from November
17,2023, through December 31, 2023, at the SLO Botan-
ical Garden, 3450 Dairy Creek Rd, San Luis Obispo, CA
93405. For more information, go to www.slobg.org or call
(805) 541-1400. Tickets are available at: My805Tix.com.

all for Artists for the Visions of Cambria: Shoreline,

Sunsets, Shops, and More taking place January 5,
2024 -February 25, 2024. This show will focus on icon-
ic Cambria settings including our well-loved shops and
restaurants, familiar street scenes, near-by back roads, the
forest and of course, the beautiful Cambria coastline. All
mediums included and all artists invited to submit.

There will be non-cash awards for best in categories,
multiple local jurors.

- Friday, December 29- Tuesday January 2: Upload
paintings to website

* Tuesday, January 2 — 10 a.m. to Noon: Exchange Day
(bring in new art, pick up unsold art.)

+ Saturday, January 6 — 4:30-6 p.m.: Artists’ reception
featuring wine, live music, refreshments

Submission/registration must be done using our online
form. If you are unable to use this registration method, you
can bring your art in on Exchange Day and our team will
help.

For more information about fees and entrees check
out www.cambriacenterforthearts.org or go to gallery@
cambriaarts.org.

o000

he Harmony Magnet Academy Symphony Orchestra

(HMASO) will join the Cal Poly Symphony for its Fall
Concert at 3 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 3, in the Performing Arts
Center.

Harmony Magnet Academy, located in Strathmore,
California, offers students a rigorous curriculum with a pro-
gram of study in either the Academy of Engineering or the
Academy of Performing Arts. It was recently named one of
the top 5% of high schools in the nation by U.S. News and
World Report, and the top high school in Tulare County.

The concert begins with selections played by
the HMASO, including Aaron Copland’s “Fanfare for the
Common Man,” arranged by Robert Longfield; and Ludwig
van Beethoven’s Symphony No. 6, fifth movement, “Shep-
ard’s Hymn,” arranged by Vernon Leidig.

A side-by-side performance will follow, for which the
strings of both ensembles will fill the stage to perform John
Corigliano’s “Voyage for String Orchestra.”

The Cal Poly Symphony will perform Valerie Cole-
man’s “Umoja.” The concert will conclude with the Cal
Poly Symphony’s performance of Antonin Dvordk’s lyrical
Symphony No. 8.

Tickets are $15 and $20 for the public, and $10 for
students. Event parking is sponsored by the PAC. Tickets
are available at the Cal Poly Ticket Office between noon
and 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday. To order by phone,
call 805-SLO-4TIX (805-756-4849).

ommunity Baptist

Church of SLO is S e ihmidtt o
holding a hymn sing e '
featuring The Carols of O for s loniei
Christmas at 6 p.m. on o A SN
Dec. 3. They will trace the ¥ e

Christmas story through
scripture and song while
singing carols accompa-
nied by strings, piano, and
organ. You will not want to
miss this wonderful start
to the season as we remind
ourselves of what Christ-
mas is all about. There is
no charge but feel free to
bring along a Christmas
snack or dessert to share. Community Baptist Church, 51
Foothill Blvd., San Luis Obispo. 805-543-6506. For more
information, send an email to cbcslo1938@gmail.com or
check out cbceslo.org.

Come by and say hi to Pete and
grab a box a See’s Candies!

Call Peter Starlings
For all your Real Estate Needs
(805) 235-8424

Over 40 years serving the Central Coast!

PETER STARLINGS

BROKER/OWNER

805.235.8424

peterstarlings@yahoo.com

B iz BRE# 00692586

Edward Jones

You're retired. Your
money isn't.

Are your retirement accounts
following your investment
strategy? Call or email me
today, and let's make sure
yvou're still on track.

Financial Advisor

1236 LOVR, Suite J
Lo Osos, CA 93402
(805) 534-1070

Cayucos

Alex Schams
Financial Advisor

241 5 Ocean Ave

Cayucos, CA 93430
(B05) 995-2110

= pdwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Morro BII
Nelson Pamplona Jennifer L. Redman
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
501 Harbar Street 1085 Kennedy Way
Morro Bay, CA 93442 Marro Bay, CA 93442
(805) 7TT2-6188 (805} 772-7938
Jonathan Mumper Sandy Cha Mumper
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor
1073 Main Street 1073 Makn Street
Carmbria, CA 93428 Cambria, CA 93428
[BOS) 927-1343 [BOS)927-1343
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Community

Experience Cal Poly Caroling at St. Andrew Greek Or-
thodox Church on December 9 at 6:30 p.m. at 232 E.
Foothill Blvd, SLO. The performance is free and open to
the public. Come hear these heavenly voices and share the
joy of the season; and join in singing! Then stay and enjoy
some Christmas refreshments!For more information call

805-546-8337.

he San Luis Obispo

County Friday Night
Live (FNL) Partnership
program welcomes all
community members to
this year’s Reindeer Run 5K
on Dec. 9 from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. at Mitchell Park in San
Luis Obispo.

Proceeds for the
Reindeer Run go straight to

un

A4 LIRS CRIAD COUNTY FESDAY MGHT LIVE

senior scholarship funding
where FNL provide scholarship opportunities for high
school seniors each year. Friday Night Live currently has
local chapters at twelve middle schools, 9 high schools, and
one at Cal Poly San Luis Obispo.

All registrations include a Reindeer Run T-shirt,
running bib, and breakfast. Online registration is available
until noon on December 8th at Reindeer Run | SLOFNL.

MATURAL HEALING CENTER

For more information and to register online, please
find us on Eventbrite, or visit Reindeer Run | SLOFNL or
contact Megan Frauenheim, mfrauenheim@co.slo.ca.us.

o0 0

Artists wanted. It is time to focus your artistic talents on
the 2024 Annual MBAA “For the Birds” exhibit at Art
Center Morro Bay. This, 8th annual show, held in con-
junction with the Morro Bay Annual Bird Festival, a yearly
event promoting an understanding and appreciation of
birds and other wildlife, and an awareness of environmental
and conservation issues of the Central Coast.

Birders from all over the United States come together
to experience our wonderful and diversified ecosystem
on the West Coast of California. Artists have the unique
opportunity to share their artistic talents with the many
visitors attending the festival and are encouraged to create
art that will celebrate the varieties of birds and other wild-
life, and their habitats, in our area.

Located on the Pacific Flyway, Morro Bay is a globally
Important Bird Area and a designated State and National
Estuary. Morro Coast Audubon Society ranks in the top
five for the yearly Audubon Christmas Bird Count. In most
years, over 200 different bird species are spotted during
the annual count. The visiting public and festival attendees
are encouraged to visit the MBAA Gallery and the opening
reception on January 7, 2024.

Artists may submit up to three 2D wall-hung artwork,
10 notes, 5 matted prints, and three 3D pieces for this
exhibit that runs January 4, 2024 to February 20, 2024.
Art take-in is January 2, 2024 from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. at Art
Center Morro Bay, 835 Main Street, Morro Bay.

For more information, call (805) 772-2504 or go
to www.artcentermorrobay.org.

[ N

Send your event listing at least three weeks in advance
to Editor@EsteroBayNews.com. Make sure to include the who,
what, why, where and when of the event and contact information.
Please, type out in paragraph form rather than attaching flyers.

WE'ED LIKE TO MEET YOUR BUDS!

35%

OFF

FOR BOTH YOU & YOUR FRIEND!

FIRST TIME CUSTOMERS

15% OFF

FIRST FURCHASE DR
RECEIVE [1) FROMD 3,59 FLOWER FOR 51

Mlinimen ipaad $755 proma ficwer.
Sericrs & Veterarm recaks
% CFT firut parchanss,
Fasirictom acphe Whis supples lai
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il prschana ot Madesl Patisnts
Mesit sl wisked wviedicad I Cand.

SPECIAL STORE HOURS

15% OFF
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320 - 420 PM
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Rt @ B St ounl & poal 4R purdhise
dni by Mand show walid dtudent 10 of Velsian cord.

Wgxxper 8 T Sncont o0 v okl purthme dady
Beatrctors ooy

GROVER BEACH | 996 HUSTON 5T, MORRD BAY | 4395 MORRD BAY BLYD.

SAVE EVERY DAY AT NHC!
MEDICAL TUESDAYS

warumaL HE wiih CEMTER.

CUNTE AL APPLED OEF DOf TAKES lr&

THE NEW FRIENDS OF THE FARM APP IS HERE!

NEW STACKABLE DEALS
NEW REWARDTIERS
NEW WEEKLY EXCLUSIVES
NEW MONTHLY UPDRTES

Fibanits of s Farm & thes loysity sewands program that ks pou sam
{polnt o iveny pRrchass ou ik, Hen redesm Thoss poinks for din-
cOUNs o S0 of your Tiworibe peoducts. Todsy marks our biggest loy
alty updinie vy, with foie chances 1 combing prosnd, e et
upciaten 10 the revwrdh you caa clsim, and desprer discounts than s
before! That mweans hene's never boen a bether Sme be get the Friends

of the Farm spp shd stan saening points. Gof the sop today snd get

revenched just for shopping

FRIENDS

) CEEE ~~FARM

GETTHE APP. CiET IR

FROM YOUR STORE!

LEMODRE | 338 WESTD 5T, TURLOCK | 3407 W. MONTE WISTAAVE

¢ (805) 201-1498 | NHCDISPENSARIES.COM | OPEN DAILY 7AM - 3PM

Canet From page 8

What About the Cars?

Next came a proper vehicle crossing. “At some point,”
the post said, “the County realized that having cars driving
through Chorro Creek was not a good idea.”

They guess that the Coastal Commission may have
intervened as that State agency has jurisdiction over any
waterway that empties into the ocean. “Who knows what
the impetus was.”

The County did try and fix the situation. “In 2001,

a new concrete vehicular bridge was completed that ran
parallel to the walk-bridge,” the post said. “Now cars could
drive over the creek rather than through it, but when the
weather turned nasty, the vehicular bridge became impass-
able forcing people to park their cars and use the walk-
bridge.

“So, for nearly 50 years, the residents [and City
officials] used the walk-bridge when the vehicular bridge
became impassable. This was standard operating procedure
until recently.”

They admit the high water usually drops fairly quickly,
in 5-10 hours or so, once the rains stop. However, they said
there have been storms when the road bridge is impassible
for several days. “This is why the walk-bridge became so
vitally important.”

Bridge Design Faulty

The residents of Canet Road feel the County blew it
with the road bridge, starting with its design.

“The engineers who designed the vehicular bridge did
so with faulty weather data,” the residents’ post claims,
“which is why the vehicular bridge is so much lower than
the walk bridge.

“They designed the vehicular bridge to traverse Chor-
ro Creek at a much lower elevation because they mistakenly
believed the bridge would only become impassable once
every 70 years. Boy were they wrong!”

The reality is that the creek overflows the road bridge
three or four times a year forcing residents to use the walk-
bridge if they want to get home. But even that they said is
dangerous.

“The vehicular bridge is far too low,” the post said,
“which creates a chronic flooding problem every year and
danger for anyone attempting to drive their car across the
bridge.”

What Should Have Been Done

They get to the root of their boggle. “If constructed
properly,” they said, “the vehicle bridge would have been
at the same height as the current walk-bridge, which is
10-15-feet higher, and sporting two lanes with a pedestrian
walkway.”

This 1-lane bridge is obviously substandard, but this
is a quiet country lane, not an in-town collector street,
heavy with traffic. Nevertheless, they wish it had been built
correctly.

“Instead,” the post said, “the vehicular bridge only has
one lane and no space for pedestrians to safely traverse the
bridge, even during good weather. Presently, there is a high
level of danger for anyone who walks over the vehicular
bridge regardless of the weather, especially at night.

“We dare City officials to take a walk with us at night
over the vehicular bridge to see for themselves the extraor-
dinary danger it poses.”

Walk-Bridge a Mess

An Estero Bay News reporter drove out to the site on
Canet Road to take photos and see for himself this rather
odd situation. That walk-bridge, which the City boarded
up and posted warning signs, is in rough shape. The resi-
dents blame the City.

“When people began falling through the bridge be-
cause the planks were rotted so badly,” the post said, “Mor-
ro Bay City officials decided to just board up the bridge
until they could figure out a game plan.”

Indeed, while the deck boards on the far side of the
walk-bridge don’t look like they are in too bad of shape,
the other side is badly rotted with missing boards that the
residents said, the City removed.

The welded steel water pipe that runs under the walk-

Canet Continued on page 20

LIVING TRUST

WILLS = PROBATE

Without a Trust, the courts decide who gets

all your property and. . WHO RAISES YOUR
CHILDREN . . . The Government or your famil
PRESERVE YOUR ASSETS!

« In-home Appointments!

o A complete Living Trust

For only $600
Call Edward at: 805-772-2655

Since 1980

Call now for your peace of mind « ELH Trust
Lic# 095935-03
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Canet Road From page 19
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The City of M9rro Bay blocked the entrances to the

Canet Road walk-bridge.
bridge, spanning from one concrete abutment to the other,
is seen with the missing deck boards.

There’s also a large steel framework on each side that
support the walk-bridge’s cable spans, which hold up the
deck. It’s a classic bridge design and one that has been used
on such iconic structures as the Golden Gate Bridge.

Large wooden beams that hold the deck planks, and
are connected to the suspension cables are rotted too, as
termites have apparently eaten their fill. But having the
steel water pipe underneath, no doubt aids greatly in sup-
porting the walk-bridge.

Given its condition, it’s pure luck that no one’s fallen
through. That might be very bad.

“We are darn lucky that someone did not fall through
the center of the bridge,” the post said, “because the fall
would have seriously injured or even killed the unfortunate

victim.”

SAN LUIS SOILS

& S ODFARWM

805-528-SOIL (76495)

Organic Prime Compost

Made from virgin guitar shavings and
selected prime horse manure.
Aged 1 year - Limited amount now available

iFREE Delivery with most orders h

GELLERMAN
CONSTRUCTION

Phone (805) 439-4950
Fax (805) 439-4955

gcbuilt@yahoo.com License #832059

City Wants to Demolish

Having no use for the walk-bridge, the City wants to
tear it down. One of the residents sent a let to the City ask-
ing for a meeting and they said the Public Works Director
informed them the City was tearing it down, and soon.

“With nearly 50-years of use by the residents and the
general public,” they said, “the City of Morro Bay unilater-
ally decided to destroy the walk-bridge without a hearing
or public feedback of any kind.”

City Plans

The Estero Bay News asked Public Works Director
Greg Kwolek about this situation and he appears to be
resolved to tear it down.

“The City has already restricted access due to the
condition of the decking,” he said. They have no plans to
remove the wells, which were drilled on private property
through an easement, nor the piping.

Normally whenever one does work in or around a
creek, it triggers a slew of permitting requirements on
both the State and Federal levels, but Kwolek said that isn’t
necessary.

“That would not be needed,” he said. “We are not
altering the creek.”

As for the road bridge, Kwolek said it wasn’t their issue
to fix. “It’s not the City’s road/vehicular bridge,” he said.
“We don’t maintain them.”

Removing the walk-bridge would mean the City too
would be prevented from accessing its wells when the creek
runs too high, but the wells aren’t being used and haven’t
been used much at all for at least the past 7 years.

County Responds

EBN queried the County about the road bridge on
Canet Road and Public Works spokeswoman Shelly Cone
tracked down the answers.

“The Canet [vehicle] Bridge,” she said, “is within the
County maintained right of way and the County is respon-
sible for in-kind maintenance.”

The County has been amassing lists of bridges and
roads that need repair and in some cases replacement, but
apparently Canet Road isn’t one of them.

“The short answer is ‘No,”” Cone said. “Though it’s
county-maintained, Canet Bridge is subject to FHWA /Cal-
trans inspection and condition assessments.

“It was replaced in 2000 and in February of this year, it
was inspected by the State and rated in ‘Good’ [on a good,
fair, poor scale] condition.”

The road bridge, despite its shortcomings, apparently
isn’t a County priority. “It received a sufficiency rating of
91.5 out of 100,” Cone said. “The Board of Supervisors has
adopted a ‘zero deficient bridges’ policy for prioritizing
bridge replacements and with that rating, this bridge is not
considered deficient or in need of replacement. Properly
maintained, the bridge may not need replacing for 2-plus
generations.”

EBN asked if the County has any interest in the walk-
bridge, which Dr. Guy Chirman said may date back at least
90 years (the City rebuilt it in the 1970s) and has been
used by people out there for decades? The County claims
poverty.

“In general,” Cone said, “Public Works receives limited

The entrances to the two bridges are shown as they start to cross
Chorro Creek.

funding to maintain its existing facilities [roads/bridges],
and meet regulatory mandates. This equates to about $4 for
every $5 needed to maintain facilities to current conditions.

“Expansion of existing facilities or implementation
of new ones are almost entirely funded through private
development or regional transportation funds and are only
possible when it’s for the benefit of the general traveling
public.”

What’s Next?

Reached by phone, Dr. Chirman, explained that as a
physician, he needs to be able to get out to go to work and
there are several elderly residents that live back in the half
dozen or so homes that lie on the other side of the creek.

“There’s always been a walk-bridge there,” he said.
“Tradition is that you park on the other side of the creek
and use the walk-bridge” when the creek flow is too dan-
gerous to Cross.

He added that the City rebuilt the bridge when it put
the wells in but, “The City of Morro Bay has never done
any maintenance on that bridge,” he said. “So obviously, it’s
deteriorated.”

His old friend, the late John Linhares, who worked his
entire career for the City, told him that he built that walk-
bridge when he was with the City. And it was a neighbor,
“who got the ball rolling” with the City when he asked
them to maintain it.

“Two years ago,” Dr. Chirman said, “the City pulled
the wood off [the missing deck boards]. That’s why it looks
so terrible.”

He feels the City can’t just remove something that
that’s been there for nearly a century. They may have no
use for it, but the people who live there and depend on it,
sure do.

“I told them you can’t just take it down,” he said. “It’s
well-established. Elderly people live back here.”

He added that they will hire an attorney if needed and
are planning to research the history of the bridge, which
should have been documented when the water well ease-
ment was agreed to and filed with the County.

Meanwhile, they will try and make the City Council
aware of the situation. “We’ve all [the affected residents]
sent letters to the City, telling them that we need that
bridge.”

Local Knowledge - Experienced - Reliable - Honest

Realtor Rick Johnson

40 years as a Realtor
serving San Luis Obispo County
Cal Poly Alumnus

Los Osos Home « 3 bedroom + 2 baths « Near bay and golf course

805-235-8423 * Rick@slosale.com

West Coast Properties * 710 Morro Bay Blvd. « Morro Bay, Ca. 93442

$819,000

License #00757689

DiscouNT DRAPERY

& Winbow COVERNG

Covering windows nationwide for over 30 years

[ Blinds « Shutters * Drapes 0

Rollers » Automated

FREE Consultation & Competitive Pricing
Call Your Window Covering Resource

805-215-2188

oy

Laurie Lackland
(805) 506-1649 T1v:71

Calling the number will direct
you to a licensed agent.

Ok
(5 A
[ e

MAERABER 20713

Confused about Medicare?

Absolutely no charge...ever.

LacklandHealthPartners.com
Laurie.Lackland@Hey.com

miwm MY focus: Education, Integrity, YOU.
S

Call Laurie today!

California License #4051815

20

November 30 - December 13, 2023 - The Estero Bay News « Your Community, Your News



Holidays at Home
in Downtown Morro Bay

Photos W|th T he G ri nch present a meet the Grinch photo event at the Morro Bay Watch the Christmas tree light up the park and share
Veteran’s Hall on Surf St. from 4 to 8 p.m. on Dec. 15 and joys of the holiday with your friends and family.
Mcm B.i.‘r PE.I.L‘! EMCERS > 16. Head to Cit}f Park located at 734 Harbor Street on Decem-
Y ASSOCIATI There will be free hot chocolate and cookies, and a ber 1, 2023 from 3:30-5 p. m to enjoy the lighting of the
AR SENTS A TWO DAY E‘?!HTM snow machine for children. Bring your camera to get a Morro Bay City Park tree for the holidays! Activities begin
memorable shot. at 3:30. Lighting of the Tree is at 5 p.m. For more infor-
A $20 donation per family is requested. Proceeds mation, contact Morro Bay Recreation Services at (805)

collected go towards future events hosted by the Morro Bay 772-6278.

Peace Officers Association. .
Holiday Tree Lighting Llhted Boat Parade

Celebration

~A]
s
',htﬁ-
BRING YOUR FAMTLTES & s
P~ MORRO BAY VET'S HALL 209 SURF ST“_}-

I:Im.ulm sthp-nrrnml. # sasshon

rinch Photo Op He s a mean one, Mr. Grmch but . R Ty AP il 8 ; resented by Rotary Club of Morro Bay — on December
Gyou know you want to meet him and soak in his i ET : X T 2 from 6-8:30 p.m. the official Lighted Boat parade will

grumpy cheer. The Morro Bay Peace Officers Association . - Morro Bay Events Continued on page 21

'T WE T.P&T*HG
Wmm"‘ *GLASS

407 Morro Bay Blvd
Morro Bay, CA

Shop Local - 10% off for Open Daily
purchases through the (805) 225-5077
month of December
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°
Community
light up the night in the bay off The Embarcadero. Santa,s House in weekends of December.

Be dazzled as fishing, leisure and yachting commu- . hOn Fricéqy DPecekmbgr I,HSanta willhbe flt the Tree

i i i i ighting at City Park and will come to his house at 6 p.m.
nity take to the water Wlt‘f‘l decgrate({boags with Qa'zzllng Morro Bay S gt : i ty - o ; e P
lights and holiday cheer. “Ooh” and “aah” as participat- anta’s house 1s at the corner of Embarcadero and Front

ing boats compete for prizes and celebrate the holiday : . Street.
wonder. b

Caroling Cops

B

SLO Cal Open
at Morro Bay

he Rotary Club of Morro Bay is bringing Santa’s to the
Embarcadero! Visit Jolly ol’ Saint Nick and get a photo
to remember the occasion. Admission is free! Santa will
be welcoming families on Fridays and Saturdays from 4 to O
8 p.m. and Sundays from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m. the first three

n Dec. 5 -7, from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., listen for the sirens
and music and be on the lookout for police employees
and members of the community as they join Santa on the

GOIN' COASTAL

NRARAR R R
WE oFFeR WOMEN’S CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES

n December 4-10 the World Surf League event is
happening at The Rock in Morro Bay! For more info
or to sign up, go to worldsurfleague.com.

_ EATRE* ' ___*BAY THEATRE *
SINGLE SCREEN WA )] ESTABLISHED 1942

" FIRST RUN MOVIES Ul 464 MORRO BAY BLYD
xhkkx |8 3k k k

BAY THEATRE HOLIDAY PROGRAMMING

1/17-11/30 THE HUNGER GAMES: THE BALLAD OF SONGBIRDS & SNAKES
12/15-12/28 WONKA

Also Showing

PRISCILLA - THE BOY AND THE HERON - NAPOLEON 458 Morro Bay BLvD. * Morro BAY
(BOS)T72.2444 - 510 REGULAR PRICE TICKETS - DATES SUBJECT TD CHANGE Hours Monpay-5Sart. 11-4:30 » CLOSED SUN

Join us for the 4th. Annual

Christmas Tree Lighting at

.
Beads by & Garden . Join us for

» Hot Chocolate
e Christmas Carolers

The ONLY . | and Family Fun
Bead & Garden Shop T Sl e
on the Central Coast! A 787 Main St.
- Morro Bay

.. o®

333 Morro Bay Bivd.,
Morro Bay, CA

805.772.3338

morrobaybeads.com
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Community

Trolley and drive all the streets in Morro Dec 5 Downtown & Embarcadero; Dec 6
Bay handing out gifts to kids. Each night a South Morro Bay.

different section of town is targeted. This Be sure to be on the lookout for the

is the only such event in the county. The merry band of singer and give them plenty

slated schedule is Dec 4, North Morro Bay;  of cheers in gratitude.

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS#

Taking Holiday
Pre-Orders
December Ist-16th

Call us at:
(805) 225-1440
or visit our website for
 menu offerings:

L

F Y
BUTCHER S DELI

211 Main Street, Morro Bay, CA

Morro Made is your one-stop shop for all things locally made.

Original Art - Prints - Cards - Jewelry - Pottery - Soaps - Candles
Hats - Textiles - Puzzles - Magnets- Macrame - And More!

Hours:
Daily 11am to Spm * Closed Tuesdays

490 Morro Bay Brvp.

Just A FEW sTEPS sway FROM THE Bay Tueatere ar THE Cormer oF Napa ano Morro Bay Buvo.

LOS MORROS

VETERANS

(805) 225-5155 LOSMORROSBEQ.COM

BT MAIN ST MORROBAY CA

{UEN A CONOCERNOS!

P
(805) 772-0770
868 Napa Ave, Morro Bay, CA

www.harborfloral.net

QUEEN'S CLOSET

Now carring all sizes: Petites, Missy and Plus

$10 OFF $20 OFF

any purchase of any purchase of
$50 or more $100 or more

Quesn’s Cloaat » 805-772-4788 ) Clueen's Clm:_- SD_S-IJE-AZEE
With this coupan. Not valid with pny other offers or With this coupon. Mot valid with any other offers or
ather prior purchases. Experes 12-31-2023 other pricr purchaces. Expires 12-31-2023

Cruise. Career, Cas

D

Carring Brands like Ethel
Jess z
805
325 Morro Bay Blvd., Morro Bay
Hours: MON-SAT 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. « Closed Sunday
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Find What You Are Lo

Dorn’s Breakers Cafe
801 Market Ave.
(805)772-4415

Let’s Get Tuned
781 Market Ave.

(619)804-7305 fOOd

Rudies Rock Esspresso
275 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)225-1088

BHGRE Haven Properties
805 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)592-2050

Pizza Port
787 Main St.
(805)772-9540

Grandma’s Mercantile

863 Main St.

(805)225-1295 La
The Ugly Mug/Gaia’s Garden

875 Main St. pIT *

(805)225-5088 / (805)225-1466

Los Morros
897 Main St.
(805)225-5515

Morro Bay Jewelers

898 Main St. !
(805)772-1878 Pacific St

Queens Closet
325 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)772-4288
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Pacific St
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RELAX WITH A VIEW

ENJOY DAILY YOGA &
SOUND BATHS.

SIP TEA & MAKE NEW FRIENDS
IN OUR LOUNGE AREA.

Let'sGet Tuned 4, MARKET AVE.

@ MORRO BAY
:g/ @ :i;&:ﬂ[i:l;::D@GMAIL.COM

sound & yoga studio” @WWW.LETSGETTUNED.COM
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A MORRO BAY
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HARD TO IMAGUN ESOME PLOPLL
JUST COME FOR TPTE \j|[\,s¢f
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Open Monday—Sunday from 7AM - 9PM

(805) 772-4415
801 Market Ave. * Morro Bay
©) f %
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Beads by the Bay
333 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)772-3338

"9

Central Coast Music
365 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)772-4930

Set and Setting
360 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)407-1077

David J. Rogers Fine Art
407 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)225-5077

Buttercup Bakery
430 Main St.
(805)226-6678

Goin’ Coastal
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Napa Av
9AY BlSeUS

458 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)225-1492

Bay Theatre
464 Main St.
(805)772-2444

Gilligan’s
480 Main St.
(805)225-1320

Piney Way

Morro Made
490 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805)225-1777

DiStasio’s On The Bay
590 Main St.
(805)771-8760

Marvo B el

Gem of the Central Coast

Find what you are looking for this
holiday season and more

&

57
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Isavorite Garnet Purple Sapphire

Tuesday - Friday 10-5
Saturday 10-2

805.772.1878

898 A Main Street ® Morro Bay
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at The Cirele Inn Bui

875 MAIN STREET, MORRO BA
THURSDAY, DECEMBER14TH-6PM TO 8PM
THURSDAY, DECEMBER21ST-6PMTO 8PM

EXTENDED GAIA'SGARDEN
HouURSs "\ THEUGLY MucGCERAMICS
UNTILS8PM GRANDMA'S MERCANTILE

THURSDAYS: 11/16,11/30,12/7,12/14,12/21

25
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A
Dose .
of Good ¥

Dogma  § ..

It’s the most ¢ ?
time of the year!”

By Lisa Ellman

es, that space in the headline was intentionally left

blank because, depending on how you and your dog
feel, it can be quite wonderful or extremely stressful. It’s
a difficult and chaotic time; traveling, people coming and
going, abundant food and drink, and changes in routine.
It’s these factors that may cause your dog troubles. Let’s
address them.

First, traveling. Is your dog going with you or staying in
a kennel? Either option can be stressful for your pet. Unless
your dog is an experienced traveler, plane rides and long

Grandma’s Mercantile

805-225-1295

863 "Main Street « Morro Bay

car rides can cause upset stomachs and increased anxiety.
Talk to your vet about any medications that can ease these
issues. I personally do not recommend having your dog
travel by plane; whether on board or in a cargo hold. Travel
by car is better option, giving your dog the opportunity to
get out, run around (take a long line with you), and potty.
Also, should you run into any health issue, there are vet
clinics in just about every town and you can use your phone
to locate the closest one.

Kenneling can often be quite stressful if your dog has
not had that experience previously. It’s a good idea to get to
know the kennels and staff and introduce your dog to them

now. Perhaps a couple days of doggie day care before you
leave them there for an extended period of time. Always go
and tour the kennels without your dog before you decide
which one is best for your needs. Look for cleanliness, ken-
nel space and play yard activities.

Next, guests. If you expect to have guests coming and
going from your home, does your dog have a tendency to
bolt out the door? Or jump on people as they arrive? Now
would be a great time to reinforce those basic commands
such as wait, stay, off and sit. Be sure that your dog is well
socialized with people and provide a safe place for your
dog to get away. Just like with humans, your dog may need
some down time. Put their crate, or bed, in a quiet room,
with a toy or two, perhaps a stuffed Kong. You can leave
some soft music on to drown out the activities in the other
parts of the house. Be sure that whoever is coming to your
home knows that you have a dog and, if they have not met,
introduce the dog to them in a calm, quiet manner.

Let the people know what your dog does or doesn’t
like. For example, where to pet them, how to approach, if
your dog is comfortable, or not, with children. And be sure,
if new kids come into your home, to always have an adult
present and monitoring that interaction.

With all the activity, routines will change and this
can be really stressful for your dog. Dogs love routine and
structure. They depend on a certain time everyday to eat,
go potty and get a walk or go to the dog park. It’s important
to try and maintain this schedule. If you're traveling it may
be near to impossible. Just keep in mind, whether you're
home or not, that this may cause some unexpected changes

—

275 Morro Bay BLvp. *
Mon-Fri 5am-3pm ¢ SaT-SuN 6am-3PMm

in the animal’s behavior.
— g______):_: —_—

RUDIE’S ROCK

— ESPRESSOD —

BREAKFAST BURRITOS, FRESH BAKED MUFFINS,

QUICHE AND OTHER GOODIES. COME ENJOY
OUR SECLUDED GARDEN.

805.225.1088

Morro Bay

EVENT INCLUDES

« PANCAKE BREAKFAST
WITH HOT COCOA BAR
« ENTRY IN THE ELF
WORKSHOP WITH
CRAFTS AND GIFT
MAKING
COOKIE DECORATING
FACE PAINTING
MINI GINGERBREAD
HOUSE STATION
« PHOTOS WITH SANTA
$10 per Ticket
includes a Pancake
Breakfast made by our
local Kiwanis Club and a

Trlp to The ElF Werk!-hep

209 SurfF st.,

| kEls AST LNy

***Preregleter by December 1st***
Scan here to E '-IE
Register and

Search
"BreakfFast" E

Maorro Bay Ve

&L

Ruﬂbﬂﬁjcvqa .Bak@tg

& CAFE

- Pumpkin Pie $1895

t_{"’ Hall Pecan Pie $2695
Morro Bay, CA French Apple Pie $2495
Mixed Berry Pie $2395

Apple Pie Cheesecake $2495

Dinnen Rells

Yeoliday Order Form
Pies and Desserts

Plain Small Cheesecake $22.95
Plain Large Cheesecake $3895

Package of 12 for $8.95
Package of 6 for $4.95

430 Morro Bay Blvd.
Morro Bay, CA 93442
805- 226-6678
www.buttercupbakery.co

e
P
Name:
Phone #:
Pick-up Date:

Time:

Paid: YES or NO

L)

www.morrobaycagov @ www.face

MORRO BAY RECREATION SERVICES

1001 Kennedy Way, Morro Bay, CA 93442 ~ (805)772-6278
book.com/CityofMorroBay

Special Requests:

Open Wednesday, Nov. 22nd until 5pm, Closed Thanksgiving Day
Pick up available in Morro Bay, hours are 6:30 - 4, or in SLO, Monday-Friday, 9-1.

phone: 805-226-6678
ﬁ email: buttercupbakerymb@gmail.com * website: buttercupbakery.co F
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Finally, food. Remind your guests not to feed your
dog table scraps, especially sugary or fatty foods. Try to
keep your dog on its regular diet and feeding routine. If
you're serving appetizers, and using toothpicks, be sure to
pick them up as soon as you see them. Toothpicks on the

Ceremonial and Psychedelic
Culture Retail Store
SET AND SETTING
KEEEF MORRD RAY VIREY Wthshﬂ_ps and Gatherings
805-407-1077

mysetandsetting.com
360 Morro Bay Blvd, Morro Bay

ground, that smell like food, might be chewed up by your
dog and may cause splinters or puncture wounds to the
mouth and or GI tract.

Keep everyone safe and have a “wonderful” time of
the year!

Good Dogma has been training humans and their dogs since
1996. Readers are invited to submit questions to gooddogma@
hotmail.com. Contact information for all offered services can be
found on our website www. GoodDogma.net

* COMPLEMENTARY PRE-LIST INSPEC Tfﬂ' NS

WHY SELLERS LIST WITH US: * PrOFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Joel Pace ]Bmker-&wner
CalDRE so1946105

(805) 703-0778

Honest. Trusted. Service.
JoelPace RE@gmail.com
www JoelPaceReal Estate com

Probarte & Trust Specialist

Green Real Estate Specialist RESldEﬂt]al

FRIDAY

COME ENJOY
HOLIDAY PERFORMANCES,
HOT CIDER, COOKIES,

AND SAY HELLO TO SANTA!

1001 Kennedy Way &

UEC. 1S] Ce[eb‘lq/ti&h! LIII ot

AT CITY PARK IN MORRO BAY

Morro Bay, CA 93442
Sign-LUip for this class and mone ai:  hifpsfapm. adtivecommunities. commorobay

* WORLDWIDE SYNDICATED MARKETING

Schedule an ﬂppmﬂtment Iﬂdﬂyf * TARGETED MAILING CAMPAIGN

» FLEXIBLE COMMISSIONS

Open Daily
11am - 5pm
480 Morro Bay Blvd.
(805) 225-1320

GilligansMB.com

GILLIGAN:

Sandwich Shop

Now on Tues & Thurs
Homemate Deli Pies
T Paonly$1o

e (805)772-6278

880 Morro Bay Bivd.,
Morro Bay ¢ (805) 772-0255

www.finnsleathershop.com

QAL
Like us on
Facebook

Rpo B

I
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Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year

“Thank you for all your support in 2023!

We look forward to serving your
real estate needs in 2024

Tim Cowan Kathy Taverner, Stanley Craig

Agent CRS, GRI Broker Associate
805.459.3818 Broker Associate 805-235-0514
CA DRE # 02021716 805-235-0437 DRE# 00995466

CA DRE # 00870894

EXPECT BETTER

SERVICE LALITY—ALL A LR FINGERTIF

REAML ESTATE —

Over 80 years of real est

experience in SLO county -_-'_‘

PROPERTIES

-
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'805-Main Street * Morro _B_a;y, Ca 943“ 2
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